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Betty Bandel

1912-2008

She was a uniquely forceful personality, a legendary
teacher, and a scholar so undeterred in her engagement with
a variety of subjects that she transcended any pigeonhole
of “woman professor.”
One of her female associates wrote of her, “Whenever I
was talking with Professor Bandel, I could believe that the
Gender Wars were long over, and that all of us had transcended sex entirely and become pure scholars—genderless
and possessed of unearthly mutual delight in the things of
the mind. She sought to enlist everyone in the pursuit of
what interested her—and everything interested her! She
was the last person to divide literature like bathrooms into
women’s and men’s.”

Betty Bandel typing a letter, 1942

Some Vermonters may feel that only writers born in Vermont deserve the title “Vermont Writer.” By that rule, Betty
Bandel was disqualified from the start. She was born in
Washington, D.C., and at the age of six moved with her
family to Arizona, where she finished high school. She
then graduated from the University of Arizona in 1933 and
worked nine years as a journalist for the Arizona Daily Star.
In 1942 she joined the U. S. Army’s WAAC (later WAC,
Women’s Army Corps) and, working in Washington, D.C.,
rose rapidly to the rank of Lieutenant Colonel.
Only after World War II, in 1947, when she was 35, did
Bandel come to Vermont. That’s when she began to teach
as an instructor in the English Department of the University of Vermont (UVM). She had soon received her M.A.
and Ph.D. from Columbia University and became Professor Bandel. The title of her dissertation, “Shakespeare’s
Treatment of the Social Position of Women,” might suggest
her topic was classic feminism, but not so. She seemed
untouched by any ideology as limiting as mere feminism.

Prof. Bandel retired from UVM in 1975 to continue her
research into fields that often focused on Vermont subjects.
Her published books included a biography of the notable
Vermont musician Justin Morgan (Sing the Lord’s Song in
a Strange Land), a man who was also known for his having
bred the famous stallion that became the foundational sire
of an American breed: the Morgan horse. Prof. Bandel became known as a specialist in the history of early Vermont
music. In collaboration with the head of the UVM Choral
Union, she helped produce a series of four recordings of
Vermont psalmody. She occasionally gave talks on the history of the University of Vermont. She also wrote several
plays that were first produced in UVM’s theater; and, as
no surprise, she was a dedicated supporter of Vermont’s
Champlain Shakespeare Festival. At her death at 96, her
obituary solicited memorial contributions for the Endowment Fund of the UVM Center for Research on Vermont.
Betty Bandel became a Vermont writer, not by being a
native, but by being thoroughly enchanted with where she
lived and letting that enchantment guide her scholarship.
She loved Vermont’s history—and loved Shakespeare.
Her home was an ancient farm on Cheese Factory Road
in South Burlington that she revived and named “Verona.”
During her 53 years of residency there, she kept its acres
open and its farm ongoing, while also creating a charming Shakespeare garden that sought to nurture every plant
mentioned in the English bard’s writings.
A collection of Betty Bandel’s letters written during the
war years tells the story of her service, for which she was
awarded the Legion of Merit. This collection, An Officer
and a Lady, edited by Sylvia Bugbee and published in 2004,
contains many vignettes that typify the writer’s can-do
spirit and irrepressible gaiety. Here is a sample, from a
letter to her mother:
Cont. on next page - Bandel
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Bandel - Cont. from front page

Washington, D. C., December 28, 1942. It was a great
thrill to go up to captain—most of the gals who did are in
an executive position, and I really didn’t expect to make
the grade…I had a lot of fun with the telephone operators
today. I was calling Des Moines and said, “Captain Bandel wishes to speak to Major Payne.” The operator there
said, “Put Captain Bandel on,” and grew incensed when
I insisted Captain Bandel was on. Finally I said, “It’s a
she captain, not a he captain,” and the operator at my end,
evidently listening in, chuckled and said, “They don’t know
about these things yet, do they, Captain?” And to the other
operator she said, “This is WAAC headquarters calling.
You ought to join up and learn.” And I said, “Come on in,
the water’s fine.” The response was, “Gosh, I would, but
I’ve got a child.” Poor Major Payne, who [meanwhile] was
trying to get on the line and answer his phone, no doubt
decided the world had gone mad.” [p. 58]*

THURSDAY NIGHT MUSIC SERIES
at Feast & Field

To accommodate state regulations, Feast & Field has a
new location across the street at Fable Farm Fermentory
– temporary – just for 2020!
Thursdays June 25th – September 24th, 6-9 PM.
1544 Royalton Turnpike, Barnard, Vermont.
Pre-pay Admission to Event: $5-20 by reservation only due
to state restrictions. Our hosts, Feast & Field, are handling
reservations. First priority is given to Feast & Field members. Membership application can be found HERE. More
info coming soon from Feast & Field.

Here is another sample. And again, Betty Bandel is writing to her mother:

July 23: Spencer Lewis and Friends
July 30: Mikahely e
August 6: TBD
August 13: The Party Crashers
August 22: Zikina
August 27: TBD
September 3: Ida Mae Specker
September 10: Jeremiah McLane, Owen Marshall &
Joanne Garton
September 17: Blue Dahlia*
September 24: Jes and Jake

Washington, D. C. March 10, 1945. Another Sunday! …
It seems a long, long time since all this began, and now,
at last, the [war] news is becoming so good that even the
most cautious souls, like me, cannot help but begin to
think about the new world that will begin “afterwards.”
It will be a long time before I can get out of uniform, but
I am eagerly thinking about when that will be possible. I
think now that I will go to school, get a Master’s Degree in
English and journalism (I believe that I could get part of my
expenses paid, under the G.I. Bill of Rights), and try to get
a teaching position in that field on some small campus…I
believe I should prefer teaching to any other field. But I
don’t know how I’ll ever move all my junk when I finally
pull out of here…And Louise, the girl who washes my hair
at Guilbo’s, found two gray hairs in my head yesterday! I
was so entranced with them that she wanted to know if I
wanted them curled separately, so they would stand up by
themselves.” [pp. 167-168]*

Westchester Homes

* Quoted from An Officer and a Lady: the World War II
Letters of Lt. Col. Betty Bandel, Women’s Army Corps,
edited by Sylvia J. Bugbee (University Press of New
England, 2004), is available at the Danforth Library in
Barnard, Vermont, and also at the Bailey Howe Library of
the University of Vermont in Burlington, Vermont.

Camelot

This column is an offering of The Danforth Library in
Barnard and a chance to introduce a Vermont writer who
deserves wider renown.

BEAUTY SALON

PERMS • COLORS • CUTS
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY
MANICURES • FACIALS • WAXING

Submitted by Judy Maynes

Open: Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, 2pm - 8pm

The Bulletin is your local monthly newsletter. If you have
an article that would be of Public interest, or a public notice, please consider publishing in the Bulletin.

(Located on the Stage Road - South side of Silver Lake)

Barnard, Vermont 234-5298
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FIRST FARM LUNCH

BGS STORE HOURS AS OF JUNE 26

...And we’re back!

The Barnard General Store hours are now:

Rain or shine, under the tent at the Fable Fermentory.

Monday-Saturday: 7am-7pm

Wednesdays, from 12:00 to 1:00. $5.00 for interns and
woofers, $10.00 for farmers and $15.00 for everyone else.

Sundays: 8am- 7pm
The deli will serve hot sandwiches until 3pm daily.

“First we eat, then we do everything else.”--M.F.K. Fisher

Cold sandwiches and sliced cold cuts are available until
5pm daily.

LOCAL CRYPTOGRAM

The Ice cream window is open 12-7 daily.

A cryptogram is a code in which one letter is
substituted for another. For example, the word
“Church” could be written BWMSBW. The letter
B would be the letter C and would be throughout
the entire message. In this message X = L. The
solution is found by trial and error.

All food orders are to-go only, there is no inside dining.
Curbside pick up is available!
Visit our www.bgsvt.com for more information.
Thank you,
Jillian and Joe Minerva

“VD I N C E Y R O Y U E J A U E X X
JAHKACUAN OJ E CIYKP ID
J K E N G M I Y K N E J K T O K P E H N O X,
T PAY ASAN R I YA P E F F E NAF K I
P I H A.

OD UEJAUEXX OJ E XIK

X O G A X O D A, E J H B Y F O K J
F A M X E N A, O K O J U A M E B J A
XODA OJ CINA EUIBK XIJOYW

802-457-9000

K P E Y T O Y Y O Y W.“
- Z I PY K PI NY
The answer to the CRYPTOGRAM can be found on
the inside of the back page.

TIM RHOADES

RHOADES

MBA, ABR, Licensed in VT, NH & NJ

Realtor

JAKE RHOADES

PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.

®

lisa@cblifestylesre.com
603.640.2606 Direct
www.lisabaldwin.com

Complete Plumbing, Heating & Water Systems
INSTALLATION & SERVICE

603.643.6406 | Hanover, NH

(802) 234-5082
Master Lic. VT & NH
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WARF CONTINUES RELIEF EFFORTS

Thank you, Woodstock and friends for your donations. And
thanks to all the volunteers who stepped in to help with
fundraising, operations, communications, and case work.
It has been a remarkable experience for all the volunteers
to be involved in such an important effort.

A Half Million Raised To Help Neighbors

The Woodstock Area Relief Fund (WARF) has now raised
half a million dollars from almost 500 donors. Donations
ranged from $1 to $50,000, and almost 40% of donors
are second-home owners. We are extremely grateful to
everyone who donated!
Relief grants totaling more than $310,000 have been provided to 496 local residents—adults and children from
Barnard, Bridgewater, Killington, Plymouth, Pomfret,
Reading, and Woodstock. That assistance is used primarily
to help with rent, mortgage, food, and utilities expenses.
The feedback we’ve received from recipients has been
overwhelming. One recipient said “Thank you so much.
I started off this pandemic being super grateful that I was
going to be largely unaffected, but this has gone on way
longer than I thought even the worst-case scenarios would
be. I’m so, so grateful for all of your help—I’ve never had
to ask for any kind of assistance before, and I’m deeply
moved by the generosity of the community.”
Applicants discuss their needs with caseworkers, who are
wonderful at connecting them with other state and local
aid in addition to directly providing requested funds. Many
of the applicants have never needed to ask for help before,
and the experienced caseworkers are able to help them
navigate the system with dignity, respect, and confidentiality. We are fortunate to have experienced caseworkers
who are extremely knowledgeable and are able to devote
time to this role.
Happily, we have enough funds to continue to help those in
need through August and possibly into September. About
10% of applicants have gone back to full-time employment;
others have returned to work but with reduced hours; and
some have no immediate prospect of returning to work.
It’s unclear what additional challenges lie ahead, but we
anticipate a dramatic change in circumstance at the end of
July when the federal weekly $600 supplement expires.
Parents may also experience hardship in August as they
either prepare children to return to school or navigate other
childcare needs.

NEWS FROM BARNARTS

Please join BarnArts in the apple orchard at Fable Farm
Fermentory for a live, socially distant presentation of
monologues by BarnArts actors. This fundraiser supports
BarnArts and our community theater program.
Sunday, July 26, with performances at:
4pm (with dinner/drink following)
7pm (with dinner/drink before)
Sliding scale donations: $25-100 includes light dinner.
Reservations Required.
Buy Your Tickets Here

The 4pm ticket holders will enjoy the two acres of apple
orchard and rolling hills with a view of the valley after
their show (until 6:45); the 7pm ticket holders can come
early for the same (5:30)!
A complementary light dinner will be served during these
hours (5-7pm), and the Fable Farm Fermentory will be
offering a cash bar.
Masks are required during performances and while you are
at the food and drink locations.
Performances by:
Erin Bennett
Dan Deneen
Aaron Michael Hodge
Peter Mendes
Chris Peirce

More info: www.barnarts.org
BarnArts Center for the Arts
PO Box 41
Barnard, VT 05031
info@barnarts.org

802-234-1645 (voice mail)

www.snyderdonegan.com

Toby Borzekowski
Lili Hanft
Jake Lamb
Daniel L. Patterson
Jeff Tolbert

John Snyder

Partner
john.snyder@snyderdonegan.com
802-280-5406 mobile
Licensed in New Hampshire & Vermont
5 The Green
PO Box 161
Woodstock, VT 05091
802-457-2600 Woodstock VT
603-643-0599 Hanover NH
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PLEASE NOTE

RECYCLING HOURS: Saturdays, 8:00am to 4:00pm,

The hours and locations noted in this calendar may have
been effected by COVID-19. CHECK BEFORE YOU ACT

YOGA CLASSES offered at Danforth Library, Mondays
9:00am - 10:30am with Amanda Anderson. Classes are by
donation; for more info, contact at amanda@innerliftyoga.
com. Yoga Classes are also offered on Thursdays from
9-10:30 with Beth Umba. Contact Beth at: bethumba@
gmail.com.

THE PLANNING COMMISSION meets on the first Monday of the month at 7:00pm at the Town offices.
ZONING ADMINISTRATOR zoning@barnardvt.us, 2349211. By appointment only, no standing hours during due to
the COVID-19 restrictions. After hours cell 603-762-5280.

BARNARD LISTSERV: to subscribe please send your
subscription request to: barnard-subscribe@lists.vitalcommunities.org.

BEES MEETINGS are held at 6:30pm on the 2nd Thursday
of each month in the library at the school.

BARNARD GENERAL STORE, 7 am - 7 pm, 8 am - 7 pm
Sundays. https://www.facebook.com/barnardgeneralstore

DANFORTH LIBRARY: Tues.: Noon - 2 p.m.; Wed. 3 - 5
p.m.; and Sat. 10 a.m. - Noon. The Trustees meet the second Wednesday of the month at 5:00 p.m. in the Library.

THE BARNARD BULLETIN, is printed each month
on the 20th, and is on the web at barnardbulletin.news.
PO Box 161, Barnard VT 05031-0161, 802-457-1792.

ECFIBER Governing Board meets the 2nd Tuesday of the

month at 7pm in 012 Oakes Hall, Vermont Law School.

CRYPTOGRAM ANSWER

BARNARD CONSERVATION COMMISSION meets the
second Monday of the month, 7:00pm, Town Hall.

“For many in baseball September is a month of stark
contrast with April, when everyone had dared to hope. If
baseball is a lot like life, as pundits declare, it is because
life is more about losing than winning.”
- John Thorn

SELECTBOARD ASSISTANT selectboard@barnardvt.
us, 234-9211. By appointment only, no standing hours
during due to the COVID-19 restrictions. After hours
cell 603-762-5280.

LISTER GRIEVANCE SCHEDULE

SELECTBOARD meets the first and third Wednesday of
the month at the Town offices at 7:00pm.

Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, the Listers Office, with
the support of the Selectmen, decided to take advantage
of the State`s decision to delay the deadlines for the filing
of the Grand List and the Lister Grievances.

TOWN CLERK office hours are Monday & Tuesday,
8:00am-3:30pm. Access is restricted. Please call 234-9211
THE DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD meets the third
Thursday of the month at 7:00pm at the Barnard Town
Hall as necessary.

The Listers office will be filing the Grand List Abstract
between July 20 and July 23, 2020. Change of Value
Notices will be sent at that time and the Formal Listers
Grievance period will close on or before August 5, 2020.
The final Grand List will be filed with the Town Clerk
shortly thereafter.

THE BARNARD ACADEMY SCHOOL BOARD meets
at 6:00pm at the school on the third Monday of each month.
HISTORICAL SOCIETYPrograms to be announced.
Questions? email: historicalbarnard1761@gmail.com

If you wish to Grieve your property valuation, please submit your Grievance by mail or e-mail to our office prior
to August 5, 2020. If you have questions please contact
us by mail at PO Box 274, Barnard VT 05031-0274, by
e-mail at Listers@BarnardVT.us, or by phone at 234-9576

BARNARD LISTERS listers@barnardvt.us, 234-9576. Office hours, except holidays: Wednesday 9:00am - 11:00am;
by appointment; or anytime a Lister is in the office.
THE BARNARD ENERGY COMMITTEE meets on the
2nd Tuesday of the month, 7:00pm at the Town Hall

Richard Lancaster, Lister, Town of Barnard

Barn Parties
events@barnardinn.com
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