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Charles Morris Cobb

1835-1903

was the folk music of his time—songs and tunes that were
popular but generally unrecorded. And to that collection,
he added songs and poems that he himself composed. His
vast compilation he titled Universal Musician. It is a 600page volume bound in calf-skin, unique, the only one of
its kind and of untold value.
Known widely in Vermont and New England as a musician,
Charles Cobb was less regarded as a poet and songwriter
because these works of his weren’t published. Cobb was
mostly a performer with considerable musical gifts, and his
compositions were part of his musical repertoire. And it’s
very doubtful he ever thought of himself as a prose writer
worth reading. But beginning at the age of thirteen, on
July 1, 1849, he began to write a journal, one that he kept,
off and on, until the age of 26. This remarkable record,
especially the account he made of his young life, has the
same high quality of a very famous journal written by another 13-year-old—The Diary of Anne Frank. Of course,
Cobb’s circumstances and hers were radically different. His
poor, mid-nineteenth century, New England hill farm is not
the ominous prison of her attic hide-out in mid-twentieth
century, Nazi-occupied Holland; but in both journals, the
youthful observations being faithfully recorded are of a
clarity and refreshing candor very much the same.

Charles Morris Cobb was born in West Woodstock on a
road called Rum Street that is now Vondell Road. The road
is closed to vehicles most of the year. All the fields have
disappeared into woods, even as all the buildings have collapsed into cellar holes, but during Charles Cobb’s lifetime
five distinct families farmed in that area.
Cobb grew up in modest circumstances but educated himself remarkably well. As a boy he read classics and studied
music on his own and took every opportunity to perfect his
mastery of the violin. He was determined to increase his
understanding of a world larger than one a provincial farm
boy might know. In adulthood, he distinguished himself to
the public not as a writer, but as a fine and versatile musician, learning to play a variety of instruments and forming
a band. His four-person (and sometimes five-person) band
traveled from town to town to play at the local dances that
were numerous and popular in this area.
Eventually Cobb would take his band beyond the state line
and play gigs to the south in Massachusetts and as far north
as Canada. Wherever he went, he collected music which

Cobb’s diary has only recently been published. A distant
Cobb cousin named Leslie Askwith, who grew up in
Michigan but spent summers in the Woodstock area with
her grandparents, became interested in family history and
discovered Cobb’s amazing manuscript in the Woodstock
History Center. Working over several years, visiting
Woodstock to have access to the journal, she set about to
transcribe it and give historical context to her ancestor’s
story. Thunderstruck Fiddle: The Remarkable True Story
of Charles Morris Cobb and His Hill Farm Community
in 1850s Vermont was published in 2017. Below is an
extended quotation, dated 1851, from that book. When
writing these words, Charles Cobb was a boy of fifteen
who had accompanied his friend George to study with
a well-regarded music teacher, Mr. Pushee, in Lebanon,
New Hampshire:
Before long I played the fiddle with the boys in the hall. I
had been so afraid of acting like a fool in their eyes that I
acted like a fool, whether I was one or not. I started feeling comfortable though and, after another week, I joined
them in games of whist in their rooms, contrary to Father’s
advice. “Don’t play cards with anyone in the rooms, but in
the barroom if anywhere and not there unless others do so!”
he’d said. I figured that soon enough I’d be playing ball
with them and wanting to stay longer if I’d had the money.
Cont. on next page - Cobb
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Cobb - Cont. from front page

After about 10 days, George and I hired a horse and wagon
for $2.50 and went home for a visit. At Lyman’s bridge,
George waited a minute or two for the toll taker, then drove
on, rejoicing at having saved 35 cents. In the same situation, Father had walked ten rods in the rain to pay the toll.

THURSDAY NIGHT MUSIC SERIES

I returned to Lebanon with improved confidence. My
fiddle was sounding darn’d familiar and I felt a good deal
more “real.” I got along very well with the people there.

at Feast & Field

To accommodate state regulations, Feast & Field has a
new location across the street at Fable Farm Fermentory
– temporary – just for 2020!

My final week, I took short excursions away—once to a
foundry to watch the hands pour in melted iron and take
out pieces of stoves. We went to Hanover to see Dartmouth
College. Boys not much older than me walked confidently
among green lawns and magnificent buildings. I thought
how great it would be to wear good clothes and study with
well-educated teachers! I was glad to have seen it, but to
have done well with the boys studying with Pushee was
enough for the time being.

Thursdays June 25th – September 24th, 6-9 PM.
1544 Royalton Turnpike, Barnard, Vermont.
Pre-pay Admission to Event: $5-20 by reservation only due
to state restrictions. Our hosts, Feast & Field, are handling
reservations. First priority is given to Feast & Field members. Membership application can be found HERE. More
info coming soon from Feast & Field.
June 25: Bow Thayer

Pushee played considerable with us on the Wednesday before [our] leaving. He played more with me than George,
which I took as confirmation that I had greater talent. But
whatever I thought about it, Pushee told us that we had
both made “most remarkable improvement.” I guess, on
the whole, that I had improved well. To my surprise, Father
came to get us, thinking I might not have enough money.
I told him I guessed my playing wasn’t as inferior as I’d
thought it was, which was almost as important as learning that I was not as green as I’d thought I was. [p. 137]

July 2: Fiddle Witch
July 9: Old Boys
July 16: Kotoko Brass*
July 23: Spencer Lewis and Friends
July 30: The Blackberry Bushes/ String Band Karaoke
August 6: Mister Chris and Friends

Thunderstruck Fiddle by Leslie Askwith is available at Barnard’s Danforth Library and also at the Woodstock History
Center and Woodstock’s Norman Williams Public Library.

August 13: The Party Crashers

This column is an offering of The Danforth Library in
Barnard and a chance to introduce a Vermont writer who
deserves wider renown.

September 3: Ida Mae Specker

August 22: Zikina*
August 27: TBD
September 10: Jeremiah McLane, Owen Marshall &
Joanne Garton

Submitted by Judy Maynes

September 17: Blue Dahlia*
September 24: Open Mic

www.snyderdonegan.com

*out of state bands pending, only if 14 day quarantine for
visitors to the state is lifted

The Coronavirus is still with us. Please help keep our
community safe by washing your hands, wearing a mask
and staying six feet apart. Remember, your mask protects
me and my mask protects you. Thank you and stay safe.
-Editor, the Barnard Bulletin
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John Snyder

Partner
john.snyder@snyderdonegan.com
802-280-5406 mobile
Licensed in New Hampshire & Vermont
5 The Green
PO Box 161
Woodstock, VT 05091
802-457-2600 Woodstock VT
603-643-0599 Hanover NH
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LOCAL CRYPTOGRAM

A cryptogram is a code in which one letter is
substituted for another. For example, the word
“Church” could be written BWMSBW. The letter B
would be the letter C and would be throughout the
entire message. In this message V=T. The solution
is found by trial and error.
“V J A G A Y U X A P E V L X A C J A B
SAU S IA DAV V LGAR U K NALB D
SOPJAR UOV UK VJA
D I LVVAG LB D PO B I LD J V U K

802-457-9000

I L K A’P H O I W E B R I A K V
PVEBRLBD EXLR VJA
S LAG Y L B D Y J L I I U K E B

THE BARNARD BULLETIN, PO Box 161, Barnard VT
05031-0161, 802-457-1792. The Bulletin is published on
or before the 20th of each month at BarnardBulletin.news,
where is is available for downloading without charge. Email info@barnardbulletin.info if you wish to receive an
e-mail reminder each month, with a PDF link.

E I S L B A B U M A X N A G.”
- X E G V L B I O V J A G F L B D,

H G.

The answer to the CRYPTOGRAM can be found
on the last page.

Camelot

BEAUTY SALON

PERMS • COLORS • CUTS
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY
MANICURES • FACIALS • WAXING

Barn Parties
events@barnardinn.com

Open: Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, 2pm - 8pm
(Located on the Stage Road - South side of Silver Lake)

Barnard, Vermont 234-5298

MBA, ABR, Licensed in VT, NH & NJ

Realtor®
lisa@cblifestylesre.com
603.640.2606 Direct
www.lisabaldwin.com

Westchester Homes

603.643.6406 | Hanover, NH
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RACE AROUND THE LAKE 2020

CURBSIDE PICKUP
AT THE DANFORTH LIBRARY

Run Apart and Stay Together!

The trustees of the Charles P Danforth Library are pleased
to announce that we will be offering curbside service, beginning this Saturday, June 20th. All care will be taken to
follow state guidelines for Covid-19 prevention.

Safe Distance Edition, June 19-28

Participation in all races includes our signature Race T-shirt
delivered to you - a special Safe Distance Edition design!
Adults: $25; 12 and Under: $10

The library will be staffed between 10:00 a.m. and 12:00
noon every Saturday. During this time, patrons can call
(234-9408) to ask for a specific book or “librarian’s choice”
based on patron preference. Books will be checked out by
a masked and gloved librarian, and set in the vestibule for
pickup between 10:00 and 12:00. There will be no entry to
the library or to the Holway Room/restroom downstairs.
Patrons should wear masks and observe social distancing
during pickup: one person at a time in the vestibule.

Events:
5K Run/Walk, 10K Run
RACE AROUND THE LAKE Safe-Distance Edition will
take place from June 19-28 in Barnard. Runners will clock
themselves doing the course during this time frame and
post times and photos on line! We will still have T-shirts
and sponsors.
5k & 10k courses will be mostly the same route around
Silver Lake as other years, but courses will start and end
in the Barnard Town Hall parking lot. A table will be set
up on the front porch of the Barnard Town Hall with maps
and info during race days. Trails will be well marked and
maintained daily.

Patrons may also call the library (again, 234-9408) at
any time during the week and leave a message regarding
requested books. Please be sure to leave your name and
a return phone number so staff can return your call on
Saturday morning.
If you’re a Barnard resident and don’t have a library card
yet, no worries! We can issue one at checkout.

Non-Barnard Virtual 5K Run/Walk, 10K Run
Not in the area but still want to participate? You can elect
to do a virtual version and run wherever you are! Run/
walk a course of your choice in your area and post times
and photos with us during our race days, June 19-28! Our
races are challenging - especially the 10k with the long up
hill through the woods and the Tower Rd climb - can you
match it in your area?!

Books may be returned through the book drop slot at any
time during the week: they will then be “quarantined” for
a week before returning to circulation.
We have many new books available: memoirs and mysteries, thrillers and biographies, new fiction, and some terrific
childrens’ books. See the attached for a complete list of our
recent acquisitions.

Thank you for supporting BarnArts!

We look forward to serving you!

All funds raised directly support our Youth Programming
and make this summer’s Summer Youth Theater camp
possible!

The trustees of the Danforth Library
Judy Maynes
Suzy Hickey
Edythe Wright
Margaret Edwards
Ellen Miles

Sign up: https://runsignup.com/Race/VT/Barnard/BarnArtsRaceAroundtheLake

BarnArts Center for the Arts
PO Box 41, Barnard, VT 05031
info@barnarts.org
802-234-1645 (voice mail)

TIM RHOADES

JAKE RHOADES

RHOADES

PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.
Complete Plumbing, Heating & Water Systems
INSTALLATION & SERVICE
(802) 234-5082
Master Lic. VT & NH

P.O. Box 201
Barnard, VT 05031
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Have a happy and safe Fourth of July
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PLEASE NOTE

RECYCLING HOURS: Saturdays, 8:00am to 4:00pm,

The hours and locations noted in this calendar may have
been effected by COVID-19. CHECK BEFORE YOU ACT

YOGA CLASSES offered at Danforth Library, Mondays
9:00am - 10:30am with Amanda Anderson. Classes are by
donation; for more info, contact at amanda@innerliftyoga.
com. Yoga Classes are also offered on Thursdays from
9-10:30 with Beth Umba. Contact Beth at: bethumba@
gmail.com.

THE PLANNING COMMISSION meets on the first Monday of the month at 7:00pm at the Town offices.
ZONING ADMINISTRATOR zoning@barnardvt.us, 2349211. By appointment only, no standing hours during due to
the COVID-19 restrictions. After hours cell 603-762-5280.

BARNARD LISTSERV: to subscribe please send your
subscription request to: barnard-subscribe@lists.vitalcommunities.org.

BEES MEETINGS are held at 6:30pm on the 2nd Thursday
of each month in the library at the school.

BARNARD GENERAL STORE, hours: 8:00am - 6:00pm

DANFORTH LIBRARY: Tues.: Noon - 2 p.m.; Wed. 3 - 5
p.m.; and Sat. 10 a.m. - Noon. The Trustees meet the second Wednesday of the month at 5:00 p.m. in the Library.

https://www.facebook.com/barnardgeneralstore

CRYPTOGRAM ANSWER

ECFIBER Governing Board meets the 2nd Tuesday of the

“There comes a time when people get tired of being
pushed out of the glittering sunlight of life’s July and left
standing amid the piercing chill of an alpine November.”
- Martin Luther King, Jr.

month at 7pm in 012 Oakes Hall, Vermont Law School.

BARNARD CONSERVATION COMMISSION meets the
second Monday of the month, 7:00pm, Town Hall.
SELECTBOARD ASSISTANT selectboard@barnardvt.
us, 234-9211. By appointment only, no standing hours
during due to the COVID-19 restrictions. After hours
cell 603-762-5280.

WARF UPDATE

Funds Are Still Available
The Woodstock Area Relief Fund (WARF) is pleased to
announce that we’ve received more than $450,000 in donations and have helped 148 households representing 418
individuals in the Windsor Central Supervisory Union.

SELECTBOARD meets the first and third Wednesday of
the month at the Town offices at 7:00pm.
TOWN CLERK office hours are Monday & Tuesday,
8:00am-3:30pm. Access is restricted. Please call 234-9211

The funds are being used by families struggling due to the
Covid-19 crisis. “I’ve been trying to handle this situation
with a lot of humor (because the alternative is too bleak),
but it’s really heartwarming to know that I live in an area
that cares about their residents. It means so much to me,”
said one recipient.

THE DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD meets the third
Thursday of the month at 7:00pm at the Barnard Town
Hall as necessary.
THE BARNARD ACADEMY SCHOOL BOARD meets
at 6:00pm at the school on the third Monday of each month.

The aid can be used to assist with expenses such as rent,
food, basic household needs, and child care. “This is an
enormous weight off of our shoulders as parents. It has been
getting harder to cut corners with all the uncertainty with
employment,” said another recipient. “Not compromising
wholesome eating is a cornerstone in our home, and this
literally saved us from having to make the decision whether
to let the bills pile up to be able to buy healthy food.”

HISTORICAL SOCIETYPrograms to be announced.
Questions? email: historicalbarnard1761@gmail.com
BARNARD LISTERS listers@barnardvt.us, 234-9576. Office hours, except holidays: Wednesday 9:00am - 11:00am;
by appointment; or anytime a Lister is in the office.
THE BARNARD ENERGY COMMITTEE meets on the
2nd Tuesday of the month, 7:00pm at the Town Hall

It’s also providing peace of mind to our neighbors, many
of whom have never needed assistance. “This gift and the
connection with you has allowed me to breathe a little
easier,” a recipient told us. “Just knowing that I’m part of
a community that steps up in this way fills my soul and
gives my head the spark it needs to fight and hope for the
better days ahead.”
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To apply for aid: www.woodstockarearelieffund.org
To ask questions: woodstockcovid19@gmail.com
To see regular updates on Facebook: @woodstockarearelieffund

