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HOLIDAY SPIRIT PREVAILS 
IN EAST BARNARD

By Virginia Glass Schlabach

Dashing through the snow – not in sleighs but SUVs and 
snowplow-fronted pickups – has been the norm in our 
community since before Thanksgiving, although “dashing” 
is probably not the word to use for driving on snowy, icy 
roads. We are grateful for the tireless work of road, GMP, 
and ECFiber crews in response to the recent snowstorms. 
We’ve also experienced a wonderful spirit of commu-
nity care as neighbors helped each other cope with heavy 
snow, downed trees, and power outages. As I write this 
on December 17, the white landscape is freshened by an 
overnight snowfall; “dreaming of a white Christmas” may 
well become more than a dream.

Memory Tree: If you drive through the village after dusk, 
you’ll notice the twinkling lights of the tree on the Com-
munity Hall porch. You can visit the tree at any time to read 
the names on the balls and see the list of donors, posted 
on the door. On December 13, the evening of the lighting 
ceremony, it was 10 degrees outside so Marilyn Syme read 
the names and passed out bags of balls inside the slightly-
warmer but unheated Hall. Then the nine hardy souls who 
had braved the cold went to the porch, lighted the Memory 
Tree, and hung 49 balls with names of beloved people and 
pets. It was too cold to stand around in the snow and send 
up a fire balloon as was done last year but the beautiful 
crescent moon above the Hall sufficed. (One special ball 
was for Kathleen London, who lived in the East Barnard 
“store” for many years and died a few weeks ago. Since 
then we have also learned of the death of long-time seasonal 
resident Marilyn Byrne. Both women have warm places 
in our hearts.)

Thanks to Dan and Jill Leavitt for cutting the tree from 
their land; to Dan and Jill, John Leavitt, and Bill Badger 
for adding the lights; to Marilyn Syme for once again writ-
ing the names on all the balls; to Marilyn and John L. for 
organizing this memorable community event each year; 
and to John L. for plowing the wide pathway to the porch 
through the frozen snow. 

Holiday Party: The annual Holiday Party, sponsored by 
the Community Club, drew about 40 people, aged from 
toddlers to nonagenarians, to Dan and Jill Leavitt’s house 
on December 15. Everyone visited awhile over platefuls 
of food from the festive, bountiful potluck tables. Then 
we gathered in a big double circle for the Yankee Swap. 

Presided over by Fred Schlabach, who has become the de 
facto emcee of the yearly swaps, and his miniature Santa 
assistant Calvin Leavitt, the swap had some new twists that 
made for a lot of noise and movement and ended with ev-
eryone getting a chance for a final gift swap. Our thanks to 
Dan and Jill, who have shared their big house for a number 
of community events and whose hospitality is boundless.

Christmas Eve Service: One holiday tradition remains, 
the annual Christmas Eve Service at 5:30 p.m. at the East 
Barnard Church. The family-friendly service of lessons 
and carols (with beautiful choir music and congregational 
singing) will be followed by hot cider and - weather per-
mitting - a small bonfire. No matter where you live, you 
are welcome to join is for this special service.

This issue of the Bulletin is dated January 2019 but with 
Christmas still over a week away, the new year is not quite 
in my sights. Perhaps that’s because Santa Claus lives 
right here in my house! Yes, Santa is real as attested by 
the ending of “Miracle on 34th Street”, the musical radio 
play performed this past weekend by the Yoh Players at 
Woodstock High School. My husband Abner was asked 
to go back to school and play the role of Kris Kringle, 
which he played convincingly enough to charm adults as 
well as children. Thus, along with Kris, I wish that your 
holidays – Christmas and New Year – will be filled with 
miracles and hope!

Little Santa (Calvin Leavitt) passes out Yankee Swap gifts at the 
East Barnard Holiday Party.
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Above, Pam Carbino prepares to hang a ball honoring her parents, 
Polly and Bud Leavitt, on the East Barnard Memory Tree.  Be-
low, Santa Claus lives in East Barnard! Abner Schlabach played 
a key role as Kris Kringle in the Yoh Players’ recent production 
of “Miracle on 34th Street”. 

LOCAL CRYPTOGRAM
A cryptogram is a code in which one letter is substituted 
for another.  For example, the word “Church” could be 
written BWMSBW.  The letter B would be the letter C 
and would be throughout the entire message.  In this 
message B = E.  The solution is found by trial and error.

“S C O R B J   C H   R W B   H B X H N O   C O

S W C I W   G B N G U B   R J V   R N   M B B G

R W B   W N L H B   X H   S X J K   X H   C R

S X H   C O   R W B   H L K K B J,   S W B O

R W B V   I N K G U X C O B F   X D N L R

   R W B   W B X R.“

- X L R W N J   L O M O N S O

The answer to the CRYPTOGRAM can be found on 
the inside of the back page.

SCHOOL CALENDAR
Dec 24 - Jan 1  Holiday Break

Jan 21  Martin Luther King Day (Holiday)
Feb 18 - 22  Winter Break

mailto:websterpowersports%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:rock%40rockwebsterconstruction.com?subject=
http://www.rockwebsterconstruction.com
mailto:barnardfire%40aol.com?subject=
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Happy Holidays!

NEWS FROM BARNARTS

 BarnArts Winter Community Play at the Grange Theatre

Performance Dates:
Feb. 15-17, 21-24

More info see: http://www.barnarts.org/?page_id=1449. 

March 9th,  Barnard Town Hall
. . . . . . . . . .

BarnArts Community Contra Dances
with Old Sam Peabody and caller Delia Clark
February 2 & March 29  Barnard Town Hall

. . . . . . . . . .
Race Around the Lake 5k/10k Fund-raiser

May 18, 2019- Silver Lake State Park
. . . . . . . . . .

Music on the Farm
Thursdays, May 30 - Oct. 17

. . . . . . . . . .

Waiting for Godot
By Samuel Beckett

June 21-30 at Feast & Field
. . . . . . . . . .
Mulan Jr.

BarnArts Summer Youth Theater
Aug. 9-11 at the Barnard Town Hall

. . . . . . . . . .
Other Desert Cities
by Jon Robin Baitz

Nov. 8-16 at the Barnard Town Hall
. . . . . . . . . .

Holiday Cabaret
Wassail Weekend at ArtisTree

. . . . . . . . . .
Winter Carols

Dec. 19 at the First Universalist Church of Barnard

BarnArts Youth Winter Carols performers.  Pictured sitting:  
Hannah Clavelle, Lillie Knapp, Zella Little, director Micahel 
Zsoldos, Ella Davis, Annabelle Park, Marlena Farinas, Jada 
Ruch; standing: Sierra Bystrak, Shay Johnson, Harmony Johnson.

TIM RHOADES JAKE RHOADES

RHOADES
PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.

Complete Plumbing, Heating & Water Systems
INSTALLATION & SERVICE

(802) 234-5082 P.O. Box 201
Master Lic. VT & NH Barnard, VT 05031

http://www.barnarts.org/?page_id=1449
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Westchester Homes

PERMS • COLORS • CUTS
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY

MANICURES • FACIALS • WAXING
Open: Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, 2pm - 8pm

(Located on the Stage Road - South side of Silver Lake)

Barnard, Vermont   234-5298

BEAUTY SALONCamelot

lisa@cblifestylesre.com
603.640.2606 Direct
www.lisabaldwin.com

603.643.6406 | Hanover, NH

MBA, ABR, Licensed in VT, NH & NJ
Realtor®

802-457-9000

John Snyder
Partner
john.snyder@snyderdonegan.com
802-280-5406 mobile
Licensed in New Hampshire & Vermont

5 The Green
PO Box 161
Woodstock, VT  05091
802-457-2600  Woodstock VT
603-643-0599  Hanover NHw
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Holidays 
$39 Menu Special 

Celebrate!! 
 family, friends, 

corporate 

Gift Cards 
234-9961 

barnardinn.com 

CRYPTOGRAM ANSWER
Winter is the season in which people try to keep the house 
as warm as it was in the summer, when they complained 
about the heat.
- Author Unknown

mailto:lisa%40cblifestylesre.com?subject=
http://www.lisabaldwin.com
mailto:davidcarr555%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.vermontgenerator.com
http://www.Silvacustombuilders.com
http://www.snyderdonegan.com
mailto:john.snyder%40snyderdonegan.com?subject=
http://barnardinn.com
mailto:MTJhnson%40aol.com?subject=
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THE PLANNING COMMISSION meets on the first Mon-
day of the month at 7:00pm at the Town offices.

ZONING ADMINISTRATOR zoning@barnardvt.us or se-
lectboard@barnardvt.us, 234-9211. Office hours 9:00am to 
noon on Mondays and 9:00am to 3:30pm on Wednesdays. 
After hours cell 603-359-5243.

BEES MEETINGS are held on the 1st Monday of each 
month during the school year, from 6 - 7:30pm in the 
library at the school.

DANFORTH LIBRARY: Tues.: Noon - 2 p.m.; Wed. 3 
- 5 p.m.; Fri.  4 - 6 p.m.; and Sat. 10 a.m. - Noon.    The 
Trustees meet the second Wednesday of the month in the 
Library at 5:30 p.m. 

ECFIBER Governing Board meets the 2nd Tuesday of the 
month at 7PM in 012 Oakes Hall, Vermont Law School.

BARNARD CONSERVATION COMMISSION meets the 
second Monday of the month, 7:00pm, Town Hall.

SELECTBOARD ASSISTANT selectboard@barnardvt.
us, 234-9211. Office hours 9:00am to noon on Mondays 
and 9:00am to 3:30pm on Wednesdays. After hours cell 
603-359-5243. 

TOWN CLERK  office hours  are Monday, Tuesday & 
Wednesday, 8:00am - 3:30pm,

THE DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD meets the third 
Thursday of the month at 7:00pm at the Barnard Town 
Hall as necessary. 

THE BARNARD ACADEMY  SCHOOL BOARD meets 
at 6:00pm at the school on the third Monday of each month.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY meets the fourth Tuesday of the 
month.  Call 234-9183 or 234-9080 for meeting location.

SELECTBOARD meets the second and fourth Wednesday 
of the month at the Town offices.

BARNARD LISTERS listers@barnardvt.us, 234-9576. Of-
fice hours, except holidays: Wednesday 9:00am - 11:00am; 
by appointment; or anytime we are in the office.

RECYCLING HOURS: Saturdays, 8:00am to 4:00pm, 

THE BARNARD ENERGY COMMITTEE meets on the 
2nd Tuesday of the month, 7:00pm at the Town Hall

YOGA CLASSES offered at Danforth Library, Mondays 
9:00am - 10:30am with Amanda Anderson.  Classes are 
by donation; for more info, contact theonlymissamanda@
yahoo.com.

THE BARNARD BULLETIN, is printed each month 
on the 20th, and is on the web at barnardbulletin.news. 
PO Box 161, Barnard VT 05031-0161, 802-457-1792.

The fall/winter hours for the Barnard General Store are 
as follows:

Sundays 8am-6pm
Monday - Saturday 7am-7pm

- Jillian, at the Barnard General Store

THE SILVER LINING
As some Barnard residents know, I worked for ECFiber 
during the first year of installations.  Although Lime Pond 
Road and East Barnard were not the first routes to have the 
fiber pass installed, in the spring of 2012 ECFiber started 
stringing fiber down the Stage Road and then up Lime Pond 
Road through Pomfret on Broad Brook Road and into East 
Barnard.  The poles coming down the Stage Road do not 
follow the road to the intersection of Lime Pond Road, they 
hope over a ridge and connect with Lime Pond Road about 
a quarter of a mile north of the Stage Road intersection.

Even though the lines passed over Lime Pond Road they 
did not go north along the road.  For for about 1200 feet 
the poles ran north through our horse pasture, a stretch of 
line that was very suspectable to damage due to falling 
trees.  In order to avoid stringing fiber along this trouble-
some corridor between the trees I contacted the power 
company and asked what it would take to move the utility 
poles to the road.

It was something that the Power company was willing to 
do and I paid to place four utility poles along Line Pond 
Road between 284 and 453 Lime Pond Road.  However, 
FairPoint would not move the phone line unless I paid an 
additional sum of money.  As ECFiber was going to use 
the new poles and I was subscribing to ECFiber for both 
internet and phone, I declined to pay to have the phone 
line moved.  This meant that the phone line was the only 
utility that passed through the troublesome pasture cor-
ridor, and on many occasions I cut trees off the phone line 
on my own, as FairPoint did not even know that trees had 
fallen on the line.

I got tired of doing FairPoint’s work and I quit maintaining 
the line.  So when the wet snow of a few weeks ago brought 
down 15 plus trees, and large branches, onto the old phone 
line, Consolidated Communications was faced with a deci-
sion.  Spend several days clearing trees, resetting poles and 
reattaching the line, or move the line to the relative safety 
of the new poles along Lime Pond Road.  After a day of 
consulting with FTX Inc owner Steve Paradis, who had 
been contracted by Consolidated Communications to do 
the repair work, Consolidated decided to move the phone 
line to the new poles.  Two and a half days later the old 
phone line had been removed, and a new line was spliced 
and attached to the new poles.  After six and a half years 
the job was finished, thanks to a rather nasty snowstorm.  
The silver lining in a mess of heavy snow and downed trees.

mailto:zoning%40barnardvt.us?subject=
http://www.ecfiber.net
mailto:selectboard%40barnardvt.us?subject=
mailto:selectboard%40barnardvt.us?subject=
mailto:listers%40barnardvt.us?subject=
mailto:theonlymissamanda%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:theonlymissamanda%40yahoo.com?subject=
http://barnardbulletin.news

