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CAROLING, PARTY, AND MEMORY
TREE LIGHTING AMONG DECEMBER
EVENTS IN EAST BARNARD
By Virginia Glass Schlabach

The headline omits the culminating December event, the
annual Christmas Eve service at the East Barnard Church.
So I’ll begin with that. The family friendly service begins
at 5:30 p.m. and will be followed by hot cider and - weather
permitting - a small bonfire. Singers wanting to join the
Christmas Eve choir should contact Amber Leavitt at
amberjleavitt@gmail.com. This inspiring service always
draws a crowd of locals, neighbors, and visiting family
and friends.
And now I’ll move back to the first village event of the
month. The Memory Tree lighting ceremony at the Community Hall is planned for Wednesday evening, December
12, at 7:00. This year, instead of charging $5 per ball,
participants are invited to make a donation of their choice
for each name of a loved one or pet. The names will be
written on the Christmas ornaments as usual. As this is an
annual fund-raiser, checks may be made payable to East
Barnard Community Club. To avoid a last minute rush,
please send names and donations early to either Marilyn
Syme, 42 Leonard Rd. or John Leavitt, 3619 Allen Hill
Rd., both South Royalton, VT 05068.
Saturday December 15 begins with caroling sponsored by
the East Barnard Church. Singers should meet at the church
at 4:30 to form carpools. The caroling will end in time for
the next event, the community holiday party which begins
at 6:00 at the home of Dan and Jill Leavitt on Walker Hill
Road. After a potluck meal, there will be a gift exchange
Yankee Swap style but this year the Community Club asks
people to bring inexpensive gifts or re-gifts that they would
actually enjoy receiving themselves.
And now I’ll go back into November to report on the
Community Club’s annual meeting, held on the 11th, also
at Dan and Jill’s house and begun with a potluck supper.
New officers elected were vice president Paige Gibbs and
secretary Ryan Newswanger; continuing officers are president Mary Croft, treasurer Abner Schlabach, and member
at large Mason Overstreet. Carol Robbins was elected to
the Luna Moore scholarship committee and Dan Leavitt,
Mason Overstreet, and Sue Schlabach were re-elected to
the board of directors. Outgoing vice president Jill Leavitt
and secretary Paige Gibbs were recognized for their good
work over the past four years.
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As I write this our world is already covered with snow and
Thanksgiving is a week away. Yet I will jump ahead in time
and wish everyone a joyful Christmas season and a welcome to join us in East Barnard for our holiday activities.

CHARLES DANFORTH LIBRARY NEWS
Open Hours and Free EC Fiber Wi-Fi
Tuesdays: Noon - 2:00pm
Fridays: 4:00 - 6:00pm

Wednesdays: 3:00 - 5:00pm
Saturday: 10:00 am - Noon

A “Thank You” in Memory of Tod Bol
You may not know the name Tod Bol, but you have no
doubt seen his inspiration. Tod Bol is the creator of the
Little Free Library – those miniature book-filled houses
springing up in neighborhoods across the U.S. According
to an article in the New York Times, Mr. Bol came up with
the idea as a tribute to his mother who was a school
teacher. He built a doll-sized house, filled it with some of
his mother’s books and set it out in his Wisconsin neighborhood as a book exchange. It was an idea that caught on.
These miniature libraries can now be found in 88 countries.
Tod Bol passed away this past October at the age of 62.
For more: This photo essay celebrates his legacy
Seelye, K. 2018, October 26, Libraries, Writ Small, The
New York Times

Wishing you a warm Thanksgiving, with a
special “thank you” to all who volunteer through our many
community organizations and services.
Judy Maynes for the Library Trustees

MAILED SUBSCRIPTIONS TO END

Online Version Will Continue to be Published
Due to the increasing costs of printing and mailing the
printed version of the Bulletin, I will cease mailing the
printed version of the Bulletin as of the January 2019 edition, mailed December 20, 2018. However, I will continue
to publish the free online version each month.
I apologize to those that like to have a physical document
in hand and do not find it convenient to downloaded document and read it on the screen, or print it. But with the
per issue costs having more than doubled since the 1980s,
and continuing to rise, I simply cannot afford to continue
to print and mail the Bulletin.
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NEWS FROM HELPING HANDS

Please help us keep our food shelf collection box at the
BGS filled to overflowing. There are many in our community who depend on both the Woodstock and Bethel
Food Shelves to supplement their food needs. Here is a
list of items that are always needed: pasta and pasta sauce,
hot and cold cereal, canned tuna, canned soups and stews,
canned and packaged meals, peanut butter, jam and jelly,
coffee and tea, mayo and ketchup and personal care items
such as shampoo, toothpaste and toilet paper. Thank you
for supporting the food shelves!

Thanksgiving week is here, but it looks more like January
outside. The Farmer’s Almanac predicts that the winter of
2018-19 will be cold and snowy, so I guess we had better
get used to it! Winter sports enthusiasts will be very happy
if the prediction is true. It certainly is beautiful.
Our Secret Santa tree will appear at the Barnard General
Store Thanksgiving weekend. There will be ornaments
filled with the holiday wishes of eleven Barnard children.
If you would like to be a Secret Santa and bring holiday
joy to a child, please stop by the BGS and choose an ornament. Please bring the wrapped presents back to the BGS
by Monday, December 17th, so that we can deliver them
on the 20th. Thank for your help!

Please don’t hesitate to contact us if you or someone you
know could use a helping hand. We have people ready and
willing to help. If the job is too big for us to handle, we can
refer you to other available resources.
Linda Beaumariage - 234-5624 letvt@mac.com, Louie
Ahlen - 457-2621 lahlen8920@aol.com, Mary Blanton
- 234-5541 marywbvt@gmail.com, Patty Hasson - 4573886, patty.hasson@wildapple.com, Deb Rice - 2345349 - debarice@gmail.com, Joann Ference - 234-9324,
vtscapeartist@gmail.com, Leah Crowley, leahgocrowley@
gmail.com, Becky Brettell, 457-3436, rebbrettell@gmail.
com.

This is the time of year that many non-profits send out letters asking for donations. Ours went in the mail last week.
If you didn’t receive one, and would like one, please e-mail
or call one of us. We are grateful to those of you who have
already sent us a donation.
Here is another way you could help us. If you are an Amazon shopper, we encourage you to sign-up for Amazon
Smile, which is a website operated by Amazon, that lets
you enjoy the same wide selection of products, low prices
and convenient shopping features as Amazon.com. The
difference is that when you shop on AmazonSmile (smile.
amazon.com), the Amazon Foundation will donate 0.5%
of the purchase price to the eligible charity of your choice.
On your first visit to AmazonSmile you will need to select
the charity you wish to receive a donation from eligible
purchases before you begin shopping. They will remember
your selection, and then every eligible purchase you make
will result in a donation. The only thing you have to remember is to choose AmazonSmile, rather than Amazon, each
time you shop. We hope you will choose Barnard Helping
Hands as your charity to support. Support us when you shop
for holiday gifts. #StartWithaSmile at http://smile.amazon.
com/ch/43-2089159 and Amazon donates.

LOCAL CRYPTOGRAM
A cryptogram is a code in which one letter is substituted
for another. For example, the word “Church” could be
written BWMSBW. The letter B would be the letter C
and would be throughout the entire message. In this
message Q = D. The solution is found by trial and error.
J Q F H F X H “I J M U K F Z F K K X”,
“T C J H F W C B J X H V P X”, “B G Q Y K A C
H C F B F Q M Y X F Q B F J M Q F F B”,
PMQ HCF YZXWFMF XAFMQJMU

Food insecurity continues to be a problem in Vermont and
is especially hard at holiday time. Our local food shelves
are still serving a record number of individuals and families.

ZYMPMRP HCPH MYTPQPOX
XFFVX HY YWWGAO MYH IGXH
Q F W F V Z F B, Z G H M Y N F V Z F B
P M Q V G W C Y E Y W H Y Z F B,
-

H Y Y.

BJWCPBQ QPTLJMX

The answer to the CRYPTOGRAM can be found on
the inside of the back page.
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BUTTON UP VERMONT

the options with people. If it’s something you’d like to
pursue, you can sign yourself up at ButtonUpVermont.

Excerpts From a Letter
Submitted by Karen Thorkilsen

org/get-contractor

You’ll find a form there that asks for basic info on your
house. Select “Barnard” for your town and that will link
your request to Franz who will then contact you in just a
few days to find a time for an appointment. He wants you
to be there for the walk-through. It takes about an hour and
a half. If you prefer, there is a paper version of the form
which you can pick up at the General Store near the register.

Button Up Vermont is making free weatherization assessments available to homes in Barnard and East Barnard
until December 15th. It doesn’t matter if one is technically in Pomfret or South Royalton; you’re still eligible
if you identify as East Barnard. Efficiency VT is running
this program in a number of towns this fall to get people
focused on possible weatherization upgrades they could
make in their homes.

And just for your reference, also at the General Store are
brochures from an organization called Capstone which
provides a range of support services to their sector of Vermont, including Barnard. If people meet certain eligibility/
vulnerability requirements, they can actually get the whole
weatherization process done for free—from full audit to
installation. Anyone who thinks they may be eligible would
contact Capstone first, rather than Franz. Sonja Withington, who lives in Barnard and works at Capstone, can help
people navigate the eligibility issues.

In Barnard, they’ve selected Franz Van de Vens (former
Barnard resident) of Van de Vens Construction to do free
walk-through assessments and an itemized quote on possible projects. It’s not a full energy audit (with blower
door tests and such) but they are confident that it provides
reliable estimates. Franz is a former GW Plastics engineer
and is very methodical and precise. He understands that
some people may not want to tackle the whole list of issues
at once, or at all, but he’s committed to walking through

MBA, ABR, Licensed in VT, NH & NJ

Realtor®
lisa@cblifestylesre.com
603.640.2606 Direct
www.lisabaldwin.com

603.643.6406 | Hanover, NH

Holidays
$39 Menu Special
Celebrate!!
family, friends,
corporate
Gift Cards
234-9961
barnardinn.com

Camelot

BEAUTY SALON

PERMS • COLORS • CUTS
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY
MANICURES • FACIALS • WAXING

Westchester Homes

Open: Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, 2pm - 8pm
(Located on the Stage Road - South side of Silver Lake)
Page 3

Barnard, Vermont 234-5298
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NEWS FROM BARNARTS

Winter and Spring Dances are being planned!
..........
The full 2019 schedule will be available at Winter Carols

Join the BarnArts Youth and BarnArts Chorale and perform
at Winter Carols!

Rehearsals Start Monday!
Rehearasl Dates: Nov 12, 19, 26 Dec 3, 10, 13
(Monday evenings plus dress rehearsal)
Youth: 5-5:45pm; Adults: 6-7:30/8pm
Location: Barnard’s First Universalist Church
Director: Michael Zsoldos
For info on joining the youth or adult chorales, please
contact Linda at info@barnarts.org.
Winter Carols is BarnArts original event and the highlight
of our Winter programming. Our music director Michael
Zsoldos will focus on a Winter Solstice theme for a night
of music and wonder. This is a free event with choral and
musical performances as well as sing-a-longs. Join us for
this festive opportunity to sing with neighbors and friends
and celebrate the season as a community, a gift to all from
BarnArts.

AUDITIONS!
BarnArts Winter Community Play at the Grange Theatre

8th Annual Winter Carols, Friday, Dec. 14th at 7pm
Barnard’s First Universalist Church.
..........
Thank you to all who came out and enjoyed our playful
production of Mel Brooks The Producers!

The Clean House by Sarah Ruhl
Directed by Abigail Bower
Audition Dates:
Sunday, Dec. 2 2 - 4pm
Tuesday, Dec. 4 7 - 9pm
Callbacks: Wednesday, Dec. 5
Audition, Rehearsal and Performance Location:
The Grange Theatre, South Pomfret, VT

Performed with 27 cast members and 15 live musicians,
all local community members!

Performance Dates:
Feb. 15-17, 21-24

March 9th, Barnard Town Hall
..........
Race Around the Lake 5k/10k Fund-raiser
May 18, 2019- Silver Lake State Park
..........
Outdoor June Play at Feast & Field is in the planning stages.
..........
Fall play at the Barnard Town Hall November 2019

Seeking:
1 Male age range 50-65, any ethnicity
3 Females age range 45-65, 2 Caucasian, 1 Latino/ethnically ambiguous
1 Female age range 20-40, Latino/ethnically ambiguous ~
must have some understanding of the Portuguese language
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More info see: http://www.barnarts.org/?page_id=1449.
.........
Summer Youth Theater 2019! July 22 - Aug 11
Announcement coming soon
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LISTER NOTES

SCHOOL CALENDAR

The town-wide reappraisal is moving along. Only a few
properties have not been visited for exterior measurement
and land assessment. About 30% of the interior inspections
have been completed. Those residences that have yet to be
visited for an interior inspection, will be receiving a letter
from New England Municipal Consultants (NEMC), asking
the landowner to contact the Listers Office to arrange for an
interior inspection. Your cooperation will be appreciated.

Nov 21 - 23 Thanksgiving Break
Dec 24 - Jan 1 Holiday Break
Jan 21 Martin Luther King Day (Holiday)

The setting up of the new server for the town offices
progresses slowly. A number of issues with software and
licensing have been overcome, but a few remain. We are
working to have the server and the new assessment software
ready by the end of the year. Allot has changed in the ten
years that have passed since the Listers first installed ProVal
assessment software and the first server. We hope that the
new assessment software (AssessPro) and the server will
also last for ten, or more, years.

www.snyderdonegan.com

The fall/winter hours for the Barnard General Store are
as follows:
Sundays 8am-6pm
Monday - Saturday 7am-7pm
- Jillian, at the Barnard General Store

JAKE RHOADES

- Richard Dawkins

PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.
Complete Plumbing, Heating & Water Systems
INSTALLATION & SERVICE
P.O. Box 201
Barnard, VT 05031

5 The Green
PO Box 161
Woodstock, VT 05091
802-457-2600 Woodstock VT
603-643-0599 Hanover NH

I detest “Jingle Bells”, “White Christmas”, “Rudolph the
Red Nosed Reindeer”, and the obscene spending bonanza
that nowadays seems to occupy not just December, but
November and much of October, too.

RHOADES

(802) 234-5082
Master Lic. VT & NH

Partner
john.snyder@snyderdonegan.com
802-280-5406 mobile
Licensed in New Hampshire & Vermont

CRYPTOGRAM ANSWER

802-457-9000
TIM RHOADES

John Snyder
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TRANSFORM YOUR LIFE
• A genuinely healthy fat loss program
• Optimal health program
• Sports nutrition
• Cellular communication
• Skin care
ALL TESTED AND PROVEN WITH SATISFACTION
GUARANTEED OR YOUR MONEY BACK!
Real Food Technology that works with your body.
Linda Schwartz - 234-5260 or healthquest@wildblue.net.
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THE PLANNING COMMISSION meets on the first Monday of the month at 7:00pm at the Town offices.

THE DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD meets the third
Thursday of the month at 7:00pm at the Barnard Town
Hall as necessary.

ZONING ADMINISTRATOR zoning@barnardvt.us or selectboard@barnardvt.us, 234-9211. Office hours 9:00am to
noon on Mondays and 9:00am to 3:30pm on Wednesdays.
After hours cell 603-359-5243.

THE BARNARD ACADEMY SCHOOL BOARD meets
at 6:00pm at the school on the third Monday of each month.
HISTORICAL SOCIETY meets the fourth Tuesday of the
month. Call 234-9183 or 234-9080 for meeting location.

BEES MEETINGS are held on the 1st Monday of each
month during the school year, from 6 - 7:30pm in the
library at the school.

SELECTBOARD meets the second and fourth Wednesday
of the month at the Town offices.

DANFORTH LIBRARY: Tues.: Noon - 2 p.m.; Wed. 3
- 5 p.m.; Fri. 4 - 6 p.m.; and Sat. 10 a.m. - Noon. The
Trustees meet the second Wednesday of the month in the
Library at 5:30 p.m.

BARNARD LISTERS listers@barnardvt.us, 234-9576. Office hours, except holidays: Wednesday 9:00am - 11:00am;
by appointment; or anytime we are in the office.
RECYCLING HOURS: Saturdays, 8:00am to 4:00pm,

ECFIBER Governing Board meets the 2nd Tuesday of the

THE BARNARD ENERGY COMMITTEE meets on the
2nd Tuesday of the month, 7:00pm at the Town Hall

month at 7PM in 012 Oakes Hall, Vermont Law School.

BARNARD CONSERVATION COMMISSION meets the
second Monday of the month, 7:00pm, Town Hall.

YOGA CLASSES offered at Danforth Library, Mondays
9:00am - 10:30am with Amanda Anderson. Classes are
by donation; for more info, contact theonlymissamanda@
yahoo.com.

SELECTBOARD ASSISTANT selectboard@barnardvt.
us, 234-9211. Office hours 9:00am to noon on Mondays
and 9:00am to 3:30pm on Wednesdays. After hours cell
603-359-5243.
TOWN CLERK office hours are Monday, Tuesday &
Wednesday, 8:00am - 3:30pm,

THE BARNARD BULLETIN, is printed each month
on the 20th, and is on the web at barnardbulletin.news.
PO Box 161, Barnard VT 05031-0161, 802-457-1792.
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