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As I write this, East Barnard is once again being blanketed
by fresh snow. The accompanying photo, taken on Christmas Eve by Randy Leavitt, shows the East Barnard Church
windows aglow and the bonfire awaiting the post-service
celebration. Since that snowy night, the church is once
again closed until June and the Community Hall is likewise
closed for the season. But even though our larger venues
are unavailable for gatherings and despite snowfalls and
cold temperatures, village life goes on. Joanna and Patrick
Kell’s house will be the setting for the first winter “Home
Church” on Sunday, January 21, and Jill and Dan Leaviit
will host the Community Club’s first social event of 2018
at their house on Saturday, January 27.
East Barnard Church has been offering “Home Church”
for the past few winters. These gatherings offer an opportunity for community members to gather for reflection
and discussion, typically centered around a theme led by
minister Kellyann Wolfe. The January Home Church will
be held on Sunday, January 21, at 3:00 p.m. at the home of
Joanna and Patrick Kell, 166 East Barnard Rd. The discussion will explore the intersection of spiritual and political
issues. Those attending are asked to bring a snack to share.
Extra parking is available at Fran and Pam Carbino’s red
barn next door.
Future Home Church gatherings are planned for the third
Sunday of the month through April on February 18, March
18, and April 15. Contact Amber Leavitt at amberjleavitt@
gmail.com or any of the other church trustees if you have
questions or would like to serve as a host.
The Community Club officers have begun planning a
number of events for 2018. The first is the Winter Soup
Potluck and Card Party at Dan and Jill Leavitt’s house, 117
Walker Hill Road, on Saturday, January 27. The invitation
reads: “6:00 p.m. - Warm up the winter by bringing your
favorite soup or stew along with a bread or a dessert to
share. (BYOB) Please label so we will all know what kind
of soup you brought. We will have plenty of cups available
so you can do a lot of sampling! 7:00 p.m. - Old-fashioned
Whist card party. An easy fun game for all!”
Looking ahead, here are a few dates for future events: Most
notable is the biennial East Barnard community-wide yard
sale, planned for Saturday May 19. Summer potlucks will
be held at the Community Hall on the last Sunday of each

month from May-September. The annual Largely Local
Dinner is scheduled for September 8. Other activities are
still in the planning stages so watch for announcements in
this column. And don’t forget to check out the Community
Club website: ebvtcc.wixsite.com/ebvtcc

School Calendar
Feb. 19 - Start of Winter Break
Feb. 26 - Classes Resume
Mar. 5 - Teacher In-service - No Classes
Mar. 6 - Town Meeting Day - No Classes
Mar. 13 - 5:30pm Outdoor PLC

TIM RHOADES

JAKE RHOADES

RHOADES

PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.
Complete Plumbing, Heating & Water Systems
INSTALLATION & SERVICE
(802) 234-5082
Master Lic. VT & NH

P.O. Box 201
Barnard, VT 05031
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AssessPro software. After seeing AssessPro and talking
with Mr. Krajeski the Listers decided that we would finish
out the 2018 Grand List with ProVal, and develop the 2019
Grand List with AssessPro.

Marilyn Wilhelm - 85, passed away on Thursday, January
4, 2018. A funeral for Marilyn was held at the Saint James
Church in Woodstock on January 7.
Marilyn was born on July 26, 1932 and was a resident of
Pomfret for many years, as well as a land owner in Barnard.
In 2007 the new Barnard parcel map showed that the line
between Barnard and Pomfret was not where it had been
assumed to be. It was shown that Marilyn’s house was
actually in Barnard, and in 2009 Marilyn became a Barnard
resident. Although Marilyn attended many Barnard Town
meetings, she did not forget her affiliation with Pomfret
and Woodstock. She was a Glad Rags volunteer for many
years and stayed in contact with her Pomfret friends and
neighbors. She will be missed by all who knew her.

As we were also on the verge of a forced reappraisal we
asked Mr. Krajeski if his company was in a position to
help us with a reappraisal in the next few years. It turned
out that he was also busy, but could assist in a reappraisal
in 2019. Since our last reappraisal was in 2013, it was
decided that it made sense to reappraise in 2019. After
some more discussion the Listers and Mr. Krajeski came
to a decision that NEMC would submit a contract for the
reappraisal of the Town of Barnard. That contract was
submitted and duly sighed buy the Selectmen. We have
been informed that Mr. Krajeski has signed the contract as
well and we are expecting to receive a signed copy of the
contract/reappraisal proposal next week.

Burial will be in the St. James Memorial Garden at a later
date. The Vermont Standard Obituary can be found at https://

In February we are expecting to get the AssessPro software
installed and start setting up for the reappraisal that will
start in May, with inspections continuing through the summer and fall. We will be assisted by Mr. Krajeski and his
field agents. The Listers will be taking an active role as
co-appraisers, so this will not be a completely independent
appraisal. However Mr. Krajeski will be overseeing and
orchestrating the reappraisal process, and will work to
keep the appraisal process consistent with accepted mass
appraisal practices.

www.thevermontstandard.com/page/2/?s=obituaries.

In lieu of flowers memorial donations may be made to the
Jack Byrnes Palliative & Hospice Care Center, One Medical Drive, Lebanon, NH 03756, http://www.dartmouth-

hitchcock.org/donate/center-for-palliative-and-hospicecare.html.

LISTER NOTES
With the snow limiting our ability to inspect properties
the Listers have turned their attention to the Annual Report, the end-of-year Grand List activities and planning
for the 2019 reappraisal. If you have not read the Listers
Annual Report, or the Listers Minutes, on the BarnardVt.
us website, you may not be aware that the Listers decided
to hire New England Municipal Consultants to assist in a
town-wide reappraisal for the 2019 Grand List.

With regard to the laws that are supposed to be followed
when real property is bought, sold or subdivided, the Listers
have discovered that the application of these laws is not
consistent . We have found conflicting Statutes that make
it possible for what was expected to be a clear cut process,
to end up being a muddled confusion of applied law.
Common sense would dictate that any Deed that subdivides
a parcel would be required to stipulate, at the very least, the
metes and bounds of the newly created parcels. However, a
recent Superior Court stipulation and resulting Deed made
this requirement a moot point. The result of this action
forced the Listers to rely on a Current Use Plan and it’s
accompanying map to determine how much acreage was
in each part of the subdivision.

With the CLA and COD creeping upwards, and no longer
having Jim Boyle available as a consultant, the Listers decided that we needed to contract with an outside appraisal
firm to try and bring the Grand List back in line with market
values. We found that the ProVal software that we had
been using since the late nineties was not familiar to most
of the appraisers we contacted. We also found that many
of the potential candidates were very busy and were not in
a position to assist Barnard in the near future.

In another case, a taxpayer with a life estate, not ownership,
was allowed a homestead property tax rebate on the entire
parcel because of a conflicting State Statute that allows
Trusts to be treated as resident landowners.

Late last year we contacted Mr. William Krajeski of New
England Municipal Consultants (NEMC [not to be confused with NEMRC]) regarding our situation. Mr. Krajeski
was familiar with ProVal but did not really want to use it
for a general reappraisal. He is more comfortable with
Patriot Software’s AssessPro, another full featured assessment software package.
Last fall Mr. Krajeski visited our office to demonstrate the
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Listers are only human and we do make mistakes, as many
a BOA hearing can attest to. Although we try to be fair,
in some cases we are defeated by the law and it vagaries.
Still we would like to know if we are wrong. So if you
have any questions, please contact our office and we will
try to make amends, if it is allowed by the law.
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LOCAL CRYPTOGRAM
A cryptogram is a code in which one letter is substituted
for another. For example, the word “Church” could be
written BWMSBW. The letter B would be the letter C
and would be throughout the entire message. In this
message D = N. The solution is found by trial and error.
“E S H F Q B P D C I K E I R I E Z,

Camelot

YFKKHGFFW GPDZIW ZF BYPDJI

BEAUTY SALON

PERMS • COLORS • CUTS
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY
MANICURES • FACIALS • WAXING

L H C E V Z Y W P Z I.

E GPO CFVD

P S Z I V R P K I D Z E D I’ O W P H,

Open: Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, 2pm - 8pm
(Located on the Stage Road - South side of Silver Lake)

OF

ZYIH GPDZIW ZF BYPDJI EZ ZF

Barnard, Vermont 234-5298

SICVQPVH 14.

P KPZED KFRIV

OYFQKW CI CFVD FD
R P K I D Z E D I’ O W P H.

E O P E W D F.”

-BIOPV VFLIVF

www.snyderdonegan.com

The answer to the CRYPTOGRAM can be found on
the inside of the back page.

John Snyder

Partner
john.snyder@snyderdonegan.com
802-280-5406 mobile
Licensed in New Hampshire & Vermont

802-457-9000

5 The Green
PO Box 161
Woodstock, VT 05091
802-457-2600 Woodstock VT
603-643-0599 Hanover NH

Page 3

THE BARNARD BULLETIN

FEBRUARY 2018

NEWS FROM BARNARTS

Music Director Michael Zsoldos brought a full house to
the First Universalist Church and Society of Barnard for
BarnArts 7th Annual Winter Carols, a free community
celebration in mid-December.
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Coming soon: Masquerade Jazz & Funk, Winter Music
Carnival, March 10th, Barnard Town Hall
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CHARLES DANFORTH LIBRARY
Barnard, Vermont
Free Wi-Fi

MBA, ABR, Licensed in VT, NH & NJ

Realtor®

Our Tuesday Open Hours are back!

lisa@cblifestylesre.com
603.640.2606 Direct
www.lisabaldwin.com

Open Hours: Tues.: Noon – 2:00 p.m.; Wed: 3:00 p.m. –
5:00 p.m.; and, Sat: 10:00 a.m. – Noon

603.643.6406 | Hanover, NH

Meeting Notice: Please note that our February Trustee
Meeting will be held a week later than normal on Wednesday, February 21, 2018, in the Library at 5:30 p.m.
On our bookshelf: For readers participating in The New
York Times - PBS NewsHour book club, “Now Read This,”
we have their first book: Sing, Unburied Sing, by Jesmyn
Ward. We also received a copy of Bernie Sander’s Our
Revolution: A Future to Believe In. Since we regularly
receive book donations on a wide variety of topics, we
invite you to stop in and see what’s new.
Submitted by Judy Maynes on behalf of the Danforth
Library Trustees
Trustees: Margaret Edwards, Suzy Hickey, Ellen Miles,
Judy Maynes, and Edythe Wright.
Contact us at: charlesdanforthlibrary@gmail.com or call
during open hours: 234-9408.
Trustees Meet: The second Wednesday of the month at
5:30 p.m. in the Library.
Coming up in May - Barnarts Race Around the Lake
5k/10k Fund-raiser, May 20, 2018- Silver Lake State
Park

WOODSTOCK’S CENTRAL STREET
BRIDGE TO CLOSE IN APRIL
Woodstock’s Central Street bridge will be closed as of
April 16 for three weeks. The northern part of high street
where it intersects Central Street will also be inaccessible during this period. Work will begin in mid March
and is expected to be finished by mid June. Please plan
accordingly. More information can be found at https://
www.thevermontstandard.com/2017/12/local-woodstockvillage-bridge-to-close-april-16/

Valentines Day Reservations
802-234-9961

barnardinn.com

CRYPTOGRAM ANSWER
“If you can believe it, Hollywood wanted to change
my birthdate. I was born after Valentine’s Day, so they
wanted to change it to February 14. A Latin lover should
be born on Valentine’s Day. I said no.”
- Cesar Romero
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TRANSFORM YOUR LIFE
• A genuinely healthy fat loss program
• Optimal health program
• Sports nutrition
• Cellular communication
• Skin care
ALL TESTED AND PROVEN WITH SATISFACTION
GUARANTEED OR YOUR MONEY BACK!
Real Food Technology that works with your body.
Linda Schwartz - 234-5260 or healthquest@wildblue.net
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THE PLANNING COMMISSION meets on the first Monday of the month at 7:00pm at the Town offices.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY meets the fourth Tuesday of the
month. Call 234-9183 or 234-9080 for meeting location.

ZONING ADMINISTRATOR zoning@barnardvt.us or selectboard@barnardvt.us, 234-9211. Office hours 9:00am to
noon on Mondays and 9:00am to 3:30pm on Wednesdays.
After hours cell 603-359-5243.

TOWN CLERK office hours are Monday, Tuesday &
Wednesday, 8:00am - 3:30pm,
SELECTBOARD meets the second and fourth Wednesday
of the month at the Town offices.

BEES MEETINGS are held on the 1st Monday of each
month during the school year, from 6 - 7:30pm in the
library at the school.

BARNARD LISTERS listers@barnardvt.us, 234-9576.
Office hours, except holidays: Wednesday 9:00am 11:00am; by appointment; or anytime we are in the office.

DANFORTH LIBRARY: Open Tues. Noon – 2:00 p.m.,
Wed. 3:00 – 5:00 p.m., & Sat. 10:00 - Noon. The Trustees
meet the second Wednesday of the month at 5:30 p.m.
THE DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD meets the third
Thursday of the month at 7:00pm at the Barnard Town
Hall as necessary.

RECYCLING HOURS: Saturdays, 8:00am to 4:00pm,
Wednesdays, 4:00pm to 7:00pm.
THE BARNARD ENERGY COMMITTEE meets on the
2nd Tuesday of the month, 7:00pm at the Town Hall
YOGA CLASSES offered at Danforth Library, Mondays
9:00 am - 10:30am and 6:15pm -7:45pm with Amanda
Anderson. Classes are by donation; for more info, contact
theonlymissamanda@yahoo.com.

BARNARD CONSERVATION COMMISSION meets the
second Monday of the month, 7:00pm, Town Hall.
SELECTBOARD ASSISTANT selectboard@barnardvt.
us, 234-9211. Office hours 9:00am to noon on Mondays
and 9:00am to 3:30pm on Wednesdays. After hours cell
603-359-5243.
THE BARNARD ACADEMY SCHOOL BOARD meets at
6:00pm at the school on the third Monday of each month.

ECFIBER Governing Board meets the 2nd Tuesday of the
month at 7PM in 012 Oakes Hall, Vermont Law School.
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THE BARNARD BULLETIN, is printed each month
on the 20th, and is on the web at barnardbulletin.news.
PO Box 161, Barnard VT 05031-0161, 802-457-1792.

