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SELECTBOARD NEWS
Happy New Year! I mean to provide a report in each month 
of the Bulletin, as Tom Morse so faithfully did, but the 
time escapes me.

For readers of the Vermont Standard it might seem that the 
new fire station project has been fraught with trials, but the 
Selectboard feels that this fall’s site preparation work has 
gone rather well.

It is true, however, that we have had troubles with water 
wells. The current town hall well, which will be abandoned 
due to sulfur content, was mistakenly hit during construc-
tion and had to be repaired. Meanwhile, a new well for the 
town hall was sunk 600 feet and only yielded an insufficient 
quarter gallon per minute. Fortunately, a third well for the 
new fire station, at a mere 83 feet, yields 10+ gallons a 
minute. Go figure! So, in the end, we will abandon two 
wells and use one well to supply both buildings. Merci-
fully, much of our cost in this unfortunate misadventure 
will be recovered.

The Selectboard has hired a clerk of the works for the fire 
station project and he is Charlie Davis of Randolph (origi-
nally Bethel). Charlie Davis is not to be confused with Chip 
Davis, the chair of the Barnard Academy school board. 
We are in the process of selecting a general contractor 
with the construction to begin in April and be completed 
in October, 2017.

 Besides the fire station project, the Selectboard is in the 
thick of budget planning and preparing for town meeting.

As assistant to the Selectboard I am available on Monday-
Tuesday-Wednesday at the town offices. Feel free to call 
(234-9211 x 2), email (selectboard@barnardvt.us), or 
drop by. 

Preston Bristow

survey.  On the ortho photo the placement of excluded acres 
is measurable to a foot and the area of the excluded acres 
is accurate to a hundredth of an acre.  The  acreages listed 
on the Current Use Application Form are also considered 
to be accurate to a hundredth of an acre.  Why?  Because 
these two documents are generally the only two documents 
available to the Current Use Department for use in making 
decisions regarding changes in the current use plan.

If you are in current use and you were required to file a 
survey due to subdivision regulations, or a survey was filed  
when you conveyed excluded land to another person, the 
Current Use Department will compare the new survey to 
the ortho photo and Application Form that they have on 
file.  Should this new survey indicate that the entire parcel 
acreage has changed, that an excluded area’s acreage has 
changed or that the shape or location of an excluded area 
has changed, the State will consider this a change in the 
Current Use Plan.

An acreage change can be as little as a hundredth of an 
acre.  Any discernible difference in the shape or location 
of an area of excluded land between the new survey and 
the ortho photo will be a change. Changes in the Current 
Use Plan may incur fees and/or penalties and will require 
a revised Current Use Plan to be filed with the State.

As noted last month in this column, the Listers discovered 
that NEMRC does not reduce the Housesite value by the 
voted veterans exemption.  In doing further research into 
this process we found that it was the Legislature that had 
decided that the Veterans exclusion was not to be deducted 
from the Housesite value.  This was done so that veterans 
would receive the full benefit of any tax rebate based on 
the value of their Housesite.

We have submitted our annual Listers Report and our 
Budget to the auditors.  We currently do not have a profes-
sional appraiser assisting us and with a possible reappraisal 
looming, we will be looking for such an assistant.  We are 
also aware that our computer equipment is aging and that 
this may require us to replace some of the equipment in 
the office.  Our budget did not change much this year, but 
if we are forced to reappraise, next years budget will likely 
increase to cover the costs.

Do not hesitate to contact the Listers Office if you have 
questions regarding current use or if you wish to grieve 
your property assessment.  If you have received a revised  
Tax Bill where your assessed value has changed, and you 
feel that the revised assessment is unfair, you have the right 
to grieve that assessment.

LISTER NOTES
The Listers have finished the 2015 Current Use changes 
and have (hopefully) sent out the last 2016 revised Tax Bill. 
We have sent our final 411 to the State and filed it with the 
Grand List. We still have 2016 Current Use changes pend-
ing and we hope to have those corrections made before the 
2017 Tax Bills are mailed to landowners in June.

In our dealings with the State Current Use Department we 
have found that in processing changes made to a Current 
Use Plan, the State Considers the precision of the drawings 
on the ortho photo to be equivalent to the precision of a 
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TIM RHOADES JAKE RHOADES

RHOADES
PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.

Complete Plumbing, Heating & Water Systems
INSTALLATION & SERVICE

(802) 234-5082 P.O. Box 201
Master Lic. VT & NH Barnard, VT 05031

WINTER HOME CHURCH OFFERED 
AGAIN IN EAST BARNARD

by Virginia Glass Schlabach
After an activity-filled December, East Barnard is a quiet 
place now that January is here. The church and community 
hall are closed for the duration of the winter and, except 
for a few hardy dog walkers and a flock of turkeys, I don’t 
see much movement in the village. This is the time of year 
when neighbors drop in for tea and a chat by the wood stove 
or invite people to come by for soup or a potluck supper.

Even though the church building isn’t accessible, the East 
Barnard Church has planned several winter “home church” 
afternoons for discussion and fellowship. The first one is 
scheduled for Sunday, January 22 (with a snow/bad weather 
date of January 29), at Amber Leavitt’s house, 2709 Broad 
Brook Road. The second will be Sunday, February 26, at 
Heather Leavitt’s house, 4207 Broad Brook Road. The time 

Valentines Day
Reservations

802-234-9961
BarnardInn.com

in both cases is 3:00-4:30 p.m. with an informal snack time 
to follow. If you come, please bring a small appetizer to 
share and, to help in planning, RSVP to amberjleavitt@
gmail.com or heatherleavitt57@gmail.com

East Barnard Community Club’s new treasurer, who 
has just taken over the duties from Mary Croft, is Abner 
Schlabach. Other officers remain the same for 2017: Jill 
Thomas, president; Jill Leavitt, vice president; and Paige 
Gibbs, secretary. Upcoming club activities are still in the 
planning stage and will be publicized via the Village Crier 
and Marjorie VanAlstyne’s newspaper column. 

As you begin marking your 2017 calendars and datebooks, 
please save these important East Barnard dates: Sunday, 
July 9 - Broad Brook Firemen’s Fun Day; Saturday, Sep-
tember 9 - Largely Local Dinner; and Saturday, October 
14 - Oyster Stew Supper.

mailto:davidcarr555%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.vermontgenerator.com
http://www.Silvacustombuilders.com
mailto:lisa%40cblifestylesre.com?subject=
http://www.lisabaldwin.com
http://BarnardInn.com
mailto:amberjleavitt%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:amberjleavitt%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:heatherleavitt57%40gmail.com?subject=
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LOCAL CRYPTOGRAM
A cryptogram is a code in which one letter is substituted 
for another.  For example, the word “Church” could be 
written BWMSBW.  The letter B would be the letter C 
and would be throughout the entire message.  In this 
message Q = N .  The solution is found by trial and error.

V M O Y   Z Y M Z E Y   V Y Y   S K H Q B V

S K F S   F C Y   F Q J   F V I,   U K X?   V M O Y

Z Y M Z E Y   J C Y F O   M A   S K H Q B V

S K F S   Q Y T Y C   U Y C Y   F Q J   F V I,   U K X

Q M S?   V M O Y   Z Y M Z E Y   K F T Y   S M

B M   S M   U M C I   F Q J   J M Q’ S   K F T Y

S H O Y   A M C   F E E   S K F S.

- B Y M C B Y   R F C E H Q

The answer to the CRYPTOGRAM can be found on 
the inside of the back page.

VERMONT HEALTH CONNECT  
OPEN ENROLLMENT ENDS 

JANUARY 31, 2017
Click on the Renewals link at http://VermontHealthCon-
nect.gov or call 855-899-9600.  The Vermont Health Con-
nect’s call center, is open 8am to 8pm Monday to Friday. 

CHARLES B. DANFORTH LIBRARY 
NEWS

Our very best wishes for a happy & healthy 2017.
Winter Open Hours  
Wednesdays:   3:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.  
Saturdays:   10:00 a.m. – Noon      

The outside book drop is available anytime for returns.

New Titles Just In:  
Non-fiction: COOKED: A Natural History of Trans-

formation, by Michael Pollan
Children’s: Where Do They Go?  by Julia Alvarez and 

Sabra Field
Speeches and Writings: My Own Words, by Ruth 

Bader Ginsberg
Memoir:  The Personal Memoirs of Ulysses S. Grant

PERMS • COLORS • CUTS
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY

MANICURES • FACIALS • WAXING
Open: Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, 2pm - 8pm

(Located on the Stage Road - South side of Silver Lake)

Barnard, Vermont   234-5298

BEAUTY SALONCamelot

More titles will be coming soon

Meeting Space: The Holway Community Room is available 
for group meetings and events.  Contact Anne Jacobs for 
more information at: 802-234-6170. 

Book Suggestions:  If you like to submit a title for consid-
eration, please email us at: charlesdanforthlibrary@gmail.
com, or call us during Open Hours.

Book Donations:   We welcome book donations during open 
hours: hardcover is preferred or paperbacks in very good 
condition.  No periodicals or magazines, please.

Library Trustee Meetings: The Trustees currently meet at 
the Library on the second Wednesday of each month at 
5:30 p.m.

Contact Us: The Trustees welcome your contributions: 
please call during Open Hours at:  802-234-9408, or email 
us at: charlesdanforthlibrary@gmail.com. 

Trustees:   
Kimberly Barnhart, Margaret Edwards, Suzy Hickey, Judy 
Maynes, and Edythe Wright

NOTICE
The Barnard Act 46 Forum Committee (Carin Ew-
ing, Pamela Fraser, and Bryce Sammel) will host 
the second of two community conversations on how 
Act 46 may impact Barnard. The event will be held 
at Town Hall on Monday, January 30 at 7:00 p.m.

http://VermontHealthConnect.gov
http://VermontHealthConnect.gov
mailto:websterpowersports%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:rock%40rockwebsterconstruction.com?subject=
http://www.rockwebsterconstruction.com
mailto:charlesdanforthlibrary%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:charlesdanforthlibrary%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:charlesdanforthlibrary%40gmail.com?subject=
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NEWS FROM BARNARTS
BarnArts has much to celebrate as we begin another year 
of Building Community through Art in Barnard.  2016 was 
a great year for us, as we offered our first Arts-in-Educa-
tion programming with The Little Prince in November, 
produced the Vermont premier of The Realistic Joneses 
outdoors at Fable Farm and created an Artist-in-Residence 
program at Barnard Academy, with support from the Bar-
nard Education Fund and the Vermont Arts Council.  Full 
enrollment in our Summer Youth Theater program brought 
great fun again to the Barnard Town Hall in August with 
our magical production of Alice in Wonderland.

New for 2017: Community Contra Dances

BarnArts is happy to offer opportunities for the community 
to come together, be social and have fun. We are holding 
two community Contra Dances, February 18th and April 1st 
at the Barnard Town Hall. Potluck begins at 6pm, so come 
and share food with your neighbors even if you are unsure 
about dancing.  Music provided by the Upper Valley fiddle 
band, Old Sam Peabody, with dances called and taught by 
Delia Clark. Fun for all ages - no experienced necessary. 
Admission: $5/adult, $10/family.  Potluck and BYOB.

BarnArts Teen Touring Company begins January 26.

Teens thrive in this creative theater troupe which uses 
improv and group work to create an original script to take 
on the road to area schools.   Classes are held at ArtisTree 
on Thursdays, 6-7:30 pm.  For registration and more info, 
connect through www.barnarts.org. 

Race Around the Lake – Sunday, May 21st at Silver Lake 
State Park.

Enrollment is now open for our 4th Annual Race Around 
the Lake! This fun, community event supports our youth 
programming at BarnArts and is becoming a staple of 
Springtime in Vermont.  5k and 10k races leave from Sil-
ver Lake Park, circle the lake and return to the park for a 
celebration with music and lunch.  Connect through www.
barnarts.org or facebook to the race sign-up page. For info 
on sponsorship, please contact Linda at info@barnarts.org.

6th Annual Summer Youth Theater: The Lion King, Jr.

The Lion King Jr. is a newly available script and BarnArts 
is proud to offer the first area production of this Broadway 
success, adapted specifically for youth theater.  Our great 
production team, Director Tom Beck, Music Director Carol 
Cronce and Choreographer Claire Shillen will be back with 
us again, teaching and supporting our kids as they continue 
to grow as performers.

Camp dates: July 17-Aug. 6, production weekend: Aug. 4-6.

Artist-in-Residence

Thanks to the Barnard Education Fund and the Vermont 
Arts Council for funding our inaugural year of an Artist-in-
Residence at Barnard Academy.  Marv Klassen-Landis, a 
professional poet and educator, will be visiting the school 
once a week for six weeks with lessons on poetry for each 
class, beginning in March.

More works in the planning…

BarnArts 5th Annual Masquerade Jazz & Funk Winter 
Music Carnival will be March 4th at the Barnard Town 
Hall.   We are actively planning our Spring and Fall play 
schedule.  Our Spring play will be directed by Maureen 
Hennigan.  Selected work and audition schedule will be 
announced soon. 

For more info on any of these events, please go to our 
website at www.barnarts.org or check us out on facebook.  
Thank you for your continued support of BarnArts, whose 
mission is to bring viewing and participating opportunities 
in the arts to our community.

BarnArts Board of Directors: Anne Marie Delaney, Pamela 
Fraser, James Mills, Arlana Ruch, Ted Williamson

Submitted by Executive Director, Linda Treash   

Linda can be contacted at info@barnarts.org or visit the 
BarnArts website at www.barnarts.org

http://www.barnarts.org
http://www.barnarts.org
http://www.barnarts.org
mailto:info%40barnarts.org?subject=
http://www.barnarts.org
mailto:info%40barnarts.org?subject=
http://www.barnarts.org
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Jim Webster
(802) 234-5111

President
Tyler Webster
(802) 234-6964

Vice President
P.O. Box 886 

Barnard, VT 05031-0886 
Fax: (802) 234-9310 

Email:
JBWebsterConst@yahoo.com
Reliable  ♦  Free Estimates

P.O. Box 886
Barnard, VT 05031
Fax: (802) 234-9310

Email: 
JBWebsterConst@yahoo.com

EXCAVATION
Site Work • Driveways
Septic • Land Clearing
Property Maintenance

Snow Plowing
Trucking

Slabs & Frost Walls

Jim Webster
(802) 234-5111

Tyler Webster
(802) 234-6964

JB Webster
Construction,

Inc.

Reliable  u  Free Estimates

LOGGING & FIREWOOD

EXCAVATION

Site Work ♦ Driveways
Septic ♦ Land Clearing

Trucking
Slabs & Frost Walls

PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE

Landscaping
Lawn Care

Field Mowing 
Snow Plowing

Brush Cutting ♦ Chipping
Fall & Spring Cleanup

LOGGING & FIREWOOD

CRYPTOGRAM ANSWER
Some people see things that are and ask, Why? Some 
people dream of things that never were and ask, Why 
not? Some people have to go to work and don’t have 
time for all that.

- George Carlin

John Snyder
Partner
john.snyder@snyderdonegan.com
802-280-5406 mobile
Licensed in New Hampshire & Vermont

5 The Green
PO Box 161
Woodstock, VT  05091
802-457-2600  Woodstock VT
603-643-0599  Hanover NHw
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MENTORS NEEDED
for the Barnard Buddy Program

The Barnard Buddy Program was in full swing as of June, 
2016 and the program continues to flourish and build 
positive relationships in the Barnard community. Mentors 
and mentees have made special memories during the pro-
gram’s monthly Community Outings, which have included 
cider-pressing, pumpkin carving, apple pie making, farm 
exploring, pottery glazing, and more! The coordinators 
of this mentoring program believe that quality time spent 

with a young person is an investment in the future of our 
community. We want to work together to make sure that 
ALL youth feel valued, seen, connected, and have access 
to multiple positive adult role models in their area; a men-
tor can be one of these supportive resources. Our vision is 
for all young people to one day have a mentor in their life. 
The program has great potential to positively reach more 
students, but more caring adults are needed to be trained 
as mentors! 

If this prospect calls to you, please contact the Program 
Director at biz.alessi@gmail.com or (802) 457-2679. If you 
are a parent of a Barnard Academy student who would like 
to see their child experience this wonderful opportunity, 
please contact Nancy Boymer at nboymer@wcsu.net. 

School Meetings & Vacations
Feb. 6 - BEES Monthly Meeting 6pm

Feb. 18-26 - Winter Break (School Closed)

Mar. 6 - MLK, In-Service day (No classes for students) 
 - BEES Monthly Meeting 6pm

Mar. 7 - Town Meeting (School Closed)

TRANSFORM YOUR LIFE
• A genuinely healthy fat loss program

• Optimal health program • Sports nutrition
• Cellular communication • Skin care

ALL TESTED AND PROVEN WITH SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED OR YOUR MONEY BACK!

Real Food Technology that works with your body.
Linda Schwartz - 234-5260 or healthquest@wildblue.net

mailto:barnardfire%40aol.com?subject=
mailto:JBWebsterConst%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:MTJhnson%40aol.com?subject=
http://www.snyderdonegan.com
mailto:john.snyder%40snyderdonegan.com?subject=
mailto:biz.alessi%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:nboymer%40wcsu.net?subject=
mailto:healthquest%40wildblue.net?subject=
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FIBER ARTS BARNARD (FAB) - Knit, crochet, spin, 
felt, etc.  All skill levels welcome. 2nd and 4th Wednes-
days, 3:30-5:30.  Contact Janet Andersen, 234-5251, hy-
wynds@aol.com.
THE PLANNING COMMISSION meets on the first 
Monday of the month at 7:00pm at the Town offices.
HISTORICAL SOCIETY meets the fourth Tuesday of the 
month.  Call 234-9183 or 234-9080 for meeting location.
ZONING ADMINISTRATOR zoning@barnardvt.us 
or selectboard@barnardvt.us, 234-9211. Office hours 
9:00am to noon on Mondays and 9:00am to 3:30pm on 
Wednesdays. After hours cell 603-359-5243.
BEES MEETINGS are held on the 1st Monday of each 
month during the school year, from 6 - 7:30 pm in the 
library at the school.
DANFORTH LIBRARY hours: Saturdays 10:00 to 
noon (year round); Wednesday evenings, 6:00 - 8:00 
(April 15 – Oct. 14), and Wednesday afternoons, 
3:00 - 5:00 (Oct. 15 - April 14).  The Library Trustees 
meet on the second Wednesday of each month in the 
Danforth Library book room at 5:30 p.m.
THE DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD meets the 
third Thursday of the month at 7:00pm at the Barnard 
Town Hall as necessary.
BARNARD CONSERVATION COMMISSION meets 
the second Monday of the month, 7:00 PM, Town Hall.

THE BARNARD ACADEMY SCHOOL BOARD meets 
at 8:00 am at the school on the first Tuesday of each 
month.
TOWN CLERK  office hours  are Monday, Tuesday & 
Wednesday, 8:00am - 3:30pm,
SELECTBOARD meets the second and fourth Wednes-
day of the month at the Town offices.
SELECTBOARD ASSISTANT selectboard@barnardvt.
us, 234-9211. Office hours 9:00am to noon on Mondays 
and 9:00am to 3:30pm on Wednesdays. After hours cell 
603-359-5243.
RECYCLING HOURS: Saturdays, 8:00am to 4:00pm, 
Wednesdays, 4:00pm to 7:00pm.
BARNARD LISTERS listers@barnardvt.us, 234-9576.  
Office hours, except holidays: Wednesday 9:00am - 
11:00am; by appointment; or anytime we are in the office.
THE BARNARD ENERGY COMMITTEE meets on the 
last Tuesday of each month at 7:00 pm at the Barnard 
Town Offices.
YOGA CLASSES offered at Danforth Library, Mondays 
9:00 am - 10:30 am and 6:15pm -7:45pm with Amanda 
Anderson.  Classes are by donation; for more info, contact 
theonlymissamanda@yahoo.com.
THE BARNARD BULLETIN, is printed each month 
on the 20th, and is on the web at barnardbulletin.news. 
PO Box 161, Barnard VT 05031-0161, 802-457-1792.

The Barnard Bulletin
P.O. Box 161, Barnard  VT  05031-0161
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