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FROM EAST BARNARD AND BEYOND:
VERMONT HEALTH CONNECT
JOY TO THE WORLD!
OPEN ENROLLMENT ENDS
by Virginia Glass Schlabach
JANUARY 31, 2017
Snow is falling outside as I write this on December 17; we
are hopeful of celebrating a white Christmas this year. As
this issue of the Bulletin should arrive before the 24th, I’ll
begin by inviting folks from all areas of Barnard to join us
at the East Barnard Church at 5:30 for the Christmas Eve
service. This beautiful service of lessons and carols always
brings a wide circle of neighbors, friends, and visitors
together for a joyous celebration. With ice luminaries to
light the way and festive decorations inside, the church is
always a warm and welcoming place. Afterwards, everyone
is invited to linger around the nearby bonfire for hot drinks
and conversation.
As I reflect on the past few weeks in East Barnard, the
words “neighborliness” and “community” come to mind.
So I’ll offer a lovely good neighbor story shared by Mollie
McHugh. Last summer the cabin on East Barnard Road
that is being renovated by Ken Darling was burglarized
and vandalized. One of the items stolen was a special
Santa lawn ornament. In August when Mollie visited the
Bethel-Royalton transfer station’s freebee area, she found a
Santa just like it so she brought it back with her and placed
it on a lawn chair by the cabin. It was a number of weeks
till she saw Ken and explained how Santa returned. Now,
when you drive by the charming old “door to nowhere”
on Ken’s lot, you’ll see Santa waving good cheer. Thanks
to Mollie for the story and the photo.
Neighborliness happened again on December 10 as a group
of us sang carols at three houses. On a frigid evening we
were pleased to be invited inside to sing. After we sang
“Jingle Bells” for Bud Leavitt, he told us of a childhood
adventure he had with his father when their one-horse
sleigh ended up in a snow bank. Our “sleighs” were 4-wheel
drive vehicles but we enjoyed our travels on snowy roads
under a moonlit sky.
Later that evening, about 40 East Barnard folks and friends
gathered for the Community Club Holiday Party, hosted
by Sue Schlabach and Ryan Newswanger and their daughter Lowry. The house was crowded as everyone enjoyed
bountiful potluck food and drink, then gathered in a big
circle for the annual Yankee swap. There was plenty of
lively swapping as the 31 gifts ranged from good stuff like
a ski bag and teapot to untradeable items like a bathroom
dartboard and some very weird headgear. A few gifts were
recycled from last year’s swap and will probably be seen
Cont. on next page - East Barnard
again next year!

Open Enrollment is a time for new customers to sign up
for health and dental plans for the coming year. It is also a
time for current customers to compare their existing health
plan to other options. Vermont Health Connect offers a
free 2017 Plan Comparison Tool, which can help customers decide whether another plan would be a better fit for
their family’s needs and budget. The online tool allows
customers to compare plans not just by monthly premiums
and deductible amounts, but also by estimated total annual
costs. Vermonters can try it out by clicking on “Decision
Tools” at http://VermontHealthConnect.gov.
Customers enter their age, income, health status, and expected use of medical services for all family members. The
site then presents the 20 qualified health plans from Blue
Cross Blue Shield of Vermont and MVP Health Care in
order of estimated total costs, lowest to highest. Customers have several options for sorting the results, or they can
click on links to get plan details and additional information
on insurance carrier websites.
Vermonters who would prefer to talk to a live person about
their options can call Vermont Health Connect’s toll-free
Customer Support Center at 855-899-9600 or set up an
appointment with an Assister in their community.
Vermont Health Connect encourages Vermonters to take
note of the following dates:
December 26 – Payment due for January 1 coverage
January 15 – Last day to sign up or report change for
February 1 coverage
January 31 – Open Enrollment ends, coverage effective
March 1.
Customers with online accounts can sign in to report
changes and pay their bill from 5am until 1am most days.
The Plan Comparison Tool and all information on the Help
Center site will continue to be available. The Vermont
Health Connect’s call center, is open 8am to 8pm Monday
to Friday.
Vermont Health Connect’s 2017 Open Enrollment began
November 1 and runs until January 31. New customers can
sign up online, by phone, or in person with an Assister. Current customers are automatically being renewed into 2017
coverage; they are able to call 855-899-9600 or click on
the Renewals link in their online account to report changes
for the 2017 coverage year.
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East Barnard - Cont. from front page

One evening later, a small group of hardy souls braved the
cold to participate in the 2016 Memory Tree ceremony at
the East Barnard Hall. The tree was lit for the first time and
Marilyn Syme read the names on the balls and the names of
the donors; then those present hung the balls naming their
loved ones and also hung balls for absentee donors. The
tree blossomed with silver, gold, and red balls honoring 83
people and pets. As a finale, a large ball was hung near the
top of the tree to remember all those in our world who died
this year by natural disasters or human violence. Marilyn
has posted the list of the balls and donors on the door of
the Community Hall for reference; do stop by and read the
names and join in remembering the people and animals who
have been special to someone connected with East Barnard.
Thanks to John Leavitt and Marilyn for coordinating the
tree, to Marilyn for inscribing the balls, to Joe LaDouceur
for donating the tree, and to John Leavitt and Bill Badger
for putting it up. The donations for the balls will help with
Community Club projects to benefit us all.

Participants in the East Barnard Memory Tree ceremony. The
2016 tree honors 83 beloved people and pets.

School Meetings & Vacations
Dec. 23-Jan. 2 - Holiday Break (School Closed)
Jan. 2 - BEES Monthly Meeting 6pm

All these events are ways of drawing our community together as well as sharing with others beyond our borders. As
2016 ends and 2017 begins to unfold, I trust this neighborly
spirit will continue. Joy to all the world - to our little local
world and the great world beyond!

Jan. 16 - MLK, In-Service day (No classes for students)

Camelot

BEAUTY SALON

PERMS • COLORS • CUTS
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY
MANICURES • FACIALS • WAXING

Open: Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, 2pm - 8pm
(Located on the Stage Road - South side of Silver Lake)

Barnard, Vermont 234-5298

The lost Santa has returned to the mysterious door along East
Barnard Road
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NEWS FROM HELPING HANDS

Food Shelves to supplement their food needs. Here is a
list of items that are always needed: pasta and pasta sauce,
hot and cold cereal, canned tuna, canned soups and stews,
canned and packaged meals, peanut butter, jam and jelly,
coffee and tea, mayo and ketchup and personal care items
such as shampoo, toothpaste and toilet paper. Thank you
for supporting the food shelves!

Ah, winter at last and it feels like a regular Vermont winter,
rather than the warmer and almost snow-free one we had
last year. The snowmobile trails will surely be groomed
soon and the skiers will be hitting the slopes. Maybe even
Silver Lake will soon be frozen enough for ice hockey and
ice fishing. The Farmer’s Almanac’s prediction of a colder
and snowier winter seems to be coming true!

Please don’t hesitate to contact us if you or someone you
know could use a helping hand. We have people ready and
willing to help. If the job is too big for us to handle, we can
refer you to other available resources.

The Helping Hands board will be gathering on December
20th to assemble sixteen holiday food baskets for members of our community. We will then deliver them along
with the Secret Santa gifts. We want to thank those of you
who purchased a gift and remind you to please deliver
your wrapped present to the BGS no later than midday
on Tuesday, December 20th. Your generosity fulfilled the
wishes of 10 local children.

Linda Beaumariage - 234-5624, letvt@mac.com
Louie Ahlen - 457-2621, lahlen8920@aol.com
Mary Blanton - 234-5541, marywbvt@gmail.com
Patty Hasson - 457-3886, patty.hasson@wildapple.com
Deb Rice - 234-5349, debarice@gmail.com
Joann Ference - 234-9324, vtscapeartist@gmail.com
Leah Crowley - leahgocrowley@gmail.com
Becky Brettell - 457-3436, rebbrettell@gmail.com

We also want to thank many of you who have responded
to our solicitation letter by sending us a donation. Your gift
enables us to continue to meet the needs of our Barnard
neighbors.

TIM RHOADES

JAKE RHOADES

RHOADES

Food insecurity continues to be a problem in Vermont and
is especially hard at holiday time. Our local food shelves
are still serving a record number of individuals and families.
Please help us keep our food shelf collection box at the
BGS filled to overflowing. There are many in our community who depend on both the Woodstock and Bethel

PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.
Complete Plumbing, Heating & Water Systems
INSTALLATION & SERVICE

LOCAL CRYPTOGRAM

(802) 234-5082
Master Lic. VT & NH

A cryptogram is a code in which one letter is substituted
for another. For example, the word “Church” could be
written BWMSBW. The letter B would be the letter C
and would be throughout the entire message. In this
message W = I . The solution is found by trial and error.

P.O. Box 201
Barnard, VT 05031
BarnArts Presents
Community Contra Dances
at the Barnard Town Hall

R W G S C Q: E L D O, B G L R X V G O B L

February 18th & April 1 6pm

D W S S D C O V X D W F J S. A Z S G L S

and caller Delia Clark

V D D V Q C Z G J V H H X.

with Old Sam Peabody
Potluck and BYOB

SJC

$5 admission $10 family

EZQKZOFCLG NLQ LGC WB

TRANSFORM YOUR LIFE
• A genuinely healthy fat loss program
• Optimal health program
• Sports nutrition
• Cellular communication
• Skin care
ALL TESTED AND PROVEN WITH SATISFACTION
GUARANTEED OR YOUR MONEY BACK!
Real Food Technology that works with your body.
Linda Schwartz - 234-5260 or healthquest@wildblue.net

E L G S C G S, G L R S J V S B L K V G X
KLQC HCLHDC BJVQC JWB
LZ S D LLY LG D W N C .
The answer to the CRYPTOGRAM can be found on
the inside of the back page.
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LISTER NOTES

are part of the Housesite, still remain ill-defined. So without better guidelines, the Listers will generally include all
non-commercial, non-rental buildings that are not extra
residences on the taxable parcel, in the Housesite value,
along with the calculated value of the two acres around the
main residential building.

The Listers have been working with the State to catch up
on all the 2015-16 Current Use changes. At the time of
this writing only one property has not been certified by the
State, and there is still a bit more paper work to be done
in calculating the valuation of land that has been removed
from the Current Use program. We continue to check the
Grand List values in NEMRC against the values calculated
by ProVal, our valuation software. This auditing of our
valuations is becoming more difficult with the continuing
changes that State is making in the administration of the
Property Tax. Not just for the Listers, but for the Town
Clerk as well.

The Listers also discovered that NEMRC, the software
that manages the Grand List and prints Tax Bills, does
not automatically reduce the Housesite value by the voted
veterans exemption, even though this has been mandated
by State law. These little side effects in the administration
of the Property Tax law are what make the job of Lister
so interesting, although some might use an adjective other
than “interesting” when describing the work the Listers do.

The Listers have been caught by several “Gotch-Ya”s, one
being the calculation of the Housesite value that appears
on the Tax Bill, but does not directly affect the Property
Tax calculation. As best as the Listers can determine, the
Housesite value is made up of the value of the two acre
area that surrounds the main residence (if the parcel is less
than two acres, then the value of the Housesite includes the
value of all the land), as well as the values of all the other
buildings that support the function of the property as a residential parcel. We have been told that only one residential
“Home/House” building can be part of the Housesite value,
so if you have a guest house (or houses) or an apartment
over the garage, the value of these buildings (or portions
thereof) cannot be a part of the Housesite value. Also any
commercial or rental property must be excluded from the
Housesite. However the shape of the two acre area, and
what really determines which of the remaining buildings

The Listers will be looking to shuffle the Lister’s Office
funding around in order to maintain and upgrade our IT
equipment. By today’s standards our equipment is getting old and will need to be replaced in the near future.
Although the CLA and the COD are still within limits, a
reappraisal is looming and with the Town’s Web Site on
the verge of going live, there will be more IT work for us
to do. Last but not least, we have two BCA appeals that
we will be defending, and as one of these appeals went to
the Vermont Superior Court we will likely have to have
the assistance of a lawyer in dealing with the Court. All
of this may necessitate an increase in the Listers budget,
although we hope not to have to increase our portion of
the budget that is paid for by the Municipal Property Tax
Do not hesitate to contact the Listers Office if you have
questions or wish to Grieve your assessment.

MBA, ABR, Licensed in VT, NH & NJ

Realtor®
lisa@cblifestylesre.com
603.640.2606 Direct
www.lisabaldwin.com

603.643.6406 | Hanover, NH

802-457-9000
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OPINION

EDITORS NOTE

THE NEW FIRE $$TATION

The Bulletin is primarily for and about the Town of Barnard, and the issues that concern the residents of Barnard.
The Opinion Column in this issue was written by a former
resident, who still feels strongly about the Town of Barnard
and the issues facing the residents. The Bulletin is a public
forum and will publish any relevant opinions about things
that effect the Town, regardless if the writer is a current,
our former resident. Although the Editor reserves the right
to edit any submissions to the Bulletin for clarity and content, I prefer to leave as much of the contributors content
as original as possible.

Some years ago a photograph of old Barnard, sent in by
Barnard Historian Eleanor Tatro, was published in The
Vermont Standard. That photo depicted Road Foreman Bill
Edmunds hauling a large building from Cat Alley up onto
Rt. 12 to serve as the Barnard Fire Department’s Firehouse.
That building was the blacksmith’s shop of my grandfather, Seth Aikens. Total cost to the Barnard Volunteer Fire
Department and the Town of Barnard...$00.00.
The simple people of Barnard have finally come to realize that the Vermont Legislature’s passion for excessive
regulations and silly laws have strangled them.

Please feel free to send in your opinions, as the Bulletin
is the Town’s newsletter. Without local articles, for and
about the Town, the Bulletin will not be as interesting to
read. If you have something relevant to say, please write
it down and send it to the Bulletin.

Cliff Aikens, Pinehurst NC. A former Barnard resident.

JB Webster
Construction,
Inc.
Jim Webster
EXCAVATION
(802)
Site
Work234-5111
• Driveways
Septic •President
Land Clearing
Tyler Maintenance
Webster
Property
Snow234-6964
Plowing
(802)
Trucking
Vice
President
Slabs & Frost Walls
P.O. Box 886

Barnard, VT
05031-0886
LOGGING
& FIREWOOD
Fax: (802) 234-9310
Jim
Webster
Email:

JBWebsterConst@yahoo.com
(802) 234-5111

EXCAVATION
Site Work ♦ Driveways
Septic ♦ Land Clearing
Trucking
Slabs & Frost Walls
PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE
Landscaping
Lawn Care
Field Mowing
Snow Plowing
Brush Cutting ♦ Chipping
Fall & Spring Cleanup

New Years 2017

Reliable ♦ Free Estimates LOGGING & FIREWOOD

Tyler Webster

Reservations
available
Limited Fine Dining
802-234-9961
www.BarnardInn.com

ANSWER
(802)CRYPTOGRAM
234-6964

www.snyderdonegan.com

Winter:
P.O.cold,
Box snowy
886 and so little daylight. But
notBarnard,
all are VT
unhappy.
05031The curmudgeon for one is
content,
now
that
so many more people share his
Fax: (802) 234-9310
outlook on
life..
Email:
JBWebsterConst@yahoo.com
Reliable u Free Estimates
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John Snyder

Partner
john.snyder@snyderdonegan.com
802-280-5406 mobile
Licensed in New Hampshire & Vermont
5 The Green
PO Box 161
Woodstock, VT 05091
802-457-2600 Woodstock VT
603-643-0599 Hanover NH
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FIBER ARTS BARNARD (FAB) - Knit, crochet, spin,
felt, etc. All skill levels welcome. 2nd and 4th Wednesdays, 3:30-5:30. Contact Janet Andersen, 234-5251, hywynds@aol.com.
THE PLANNING COMMISSION meets on the first
Monday of the month at 7:00pm at the Town offices.
HISTORICAL SOCIETY meets the fourth Tuesday of the
month. Call 234-9183 or 234-9080 for meeting location.
ZONING ADMINISTRATOR zoning@barnardvt.us
or selectboard@barnardvt.us, 234-9211. Office hours
9:00am to noon on Mondays and 9:00am to 3:30pm on
Wednesdays. After hours cell 603-359-5243.
BEES MEETINGS are held on the 1st Monday of each
month during the school year, from 6 - 7:30 pm in the
library at the school.

DANFORTH LIBRARY hours: Saturdays 10:00 to
noon (year round); Wednesday evenings, 6:00 - 8:00
(April 15 – Oct. 14), and Wednesday afternoons,
3:00 - 5:00 (Oct. 15 - April 14). The Library Trustees
meet on the second Wednesday of each month in the
Danforth Library book room at 5:30 p.m.
THE DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD meets the
third Thursday of the month at 7:00pm at the Barnard
Town Hall as necessary.
BARNARD CONSERVATION COMMISSION meets
the second Monday of the month, 7:00 PM, Town Hall.
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THE BARNARD ACADEMY SCHOOL BOARD meets
at 8:00 am at the school on the first Tuesday of each
month.
TOWN CLERK office hours are Monday, Tuesday &
Wednesday, 8:00am - 3:30pm,
SELECTBOARD meets the second and fourth Wednesday of the month at the Town offices.
SELECTBOARD ASSISTANT selectboard@barnardvt.
us, 234-9211. Office hours 9:00am to noon on Mondays
and 9:00am to 3:30pm on Wednesdays. After hours cell
603-359-5243.
RECYCLING HOURS: Saturdays, 8:00am to 4:00pm,
Wednesdays, 4:00pm to 7:00pm.
BARNARD LISTERS listers@barnardvt.us, 234-9576.
Office hours, except holidays: Wednesday 9:00am 11:00am; by appointment; or anytime we are in the office.
THE BARNARD ENERGY COMMITTEE meets on the
last Tuesday of each month at 7:00 pm at the Barnard
Town Offices.
YOGA CLASSES offered at Danforth Library, Mondays
9:00 am - 10:30 am and 6:15pm -7:45pm with Amanda
Anderson. Classes are by donation; for more info, contact
theonlymissamanda@yahoo.com.
THE BARNARD BULLETIN, is printed each month
on the 20th, and is on the web at barnardbulletin.news.
PO Box 161, Barnard VT 05031-0161, 802-457-1792.

