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SELECTMEN’S NEWS

This time last year we were just digging out from a rain
to freezing rain to sleet to 20” of snow and plunging temperatures that weighed the trees to the ground and closed
many roads with debris until we and resident volunteers
could get a hole poked through. Then it stayed well below
freezing for two weeks leaving the snow and ice encrusted
trees and limbs permanently bowed. The wretched storm
fortunately qualified as a FEMA eligible event and, under
the direction of Selectman Johnson, we later used local
contractors to clean up the road sides and ditches. In the
process we got a lot of road side brush that should have
been cut anyway as well as wood logs for Helping Hands’
Woodfest.
This year not so much! While some don’t hold much
stock in global warming theories, something’s sure amiss
out there. I never even dug out my warm jacket for deer
hunting, in fact, hooked up the boat and went fishing three
times. Despite deer being a little scarce and disinclined to
move with their winter coats already on, no snow to track
and no cold to fuel the rut, my fellow Selectmen filled
their tags; alas, the best I could do was a lowly hedgehog at the end of muzzle loader season in veritable T-shirt
weather.
Down at the Town garage Jeff and his crew have the sand
pile up, plow frames and snow tires on the trucks, tire
chains fitted and ready and there they sit. Rather than
plowing and sanding, they’ve been dealing with mini
mud season and plugging pot holes. They’ve even had
time to clean up and paint some equipment and get some
whips planted which didn’t quite get done last year with
early onset winter. Those are the long sticks that suddenly
sprout along the road side to help keep us out of the ditch
and off of rocks and stumps. They’re a godsend out there
in a blinding snow storm, especially for part time drivers
(ahem) who don’t know the roads so well.
The Recreation Committee recently held a (re)organizational meeting and have changed from a director-led format to a chair-clerk-treasurer structure and will conduct
their business by majority vote like most other boards and
committees. Discussions focused on wrap-up of a successful youth soccer season, hopes to rejuvenate a skating
and hockey venue at the Lake (good luck with that one
this year), plans for youth baseball offerings in the spring
and completion of voter approved repairs of the tennis
court surface and replacement of the fence.
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We have begun work on the FY17 proposed budget and
the Warning for Town Meeting in March. To that end,
we will meet all four Wednesdays in January at 7pm at
the Town office. Any committees, boards or persons who
wish Town funding for the coming year should get some
numbers to us pronto. The statutory deadline for submissions or requests of any kind is January 14th, a Thursday,
which means for us Wednesday, January 13th, the date of
our last legal meeting and opportunity to act before the
legal deadline.
While the landscape doesn’t look or feel much like Christmas and the weather persists rather drear, it is indeed the
Holiday Season teeming with gala events and everything
we ever imagined apparently on sale. We wish everyone
the best that Christmas and Hanukkah may bring with
family and friends.
Tom Morse

Happy Holidays!
SNOWMOBILE CLUB NEWS
Needless to say, there is absolutely nothing to say about
trail conditions other then they are officially open and
very green. When the snow does come, our volunteer
groomers are ready to roll out the Tucker. This whacky
warm weather pattern is expected to change and our annual poker ride has been scheduled for Sunday, January 31.
Starts will begin at the Barnard Town Hall at 9:00 am until 10:30 am and there will be ample snowmobile trailer
parking at the town hall. The posted trail ride will be approximately 35 miles on the Barnard trail system. Coffee
and pastry will be available at the start and a hot lunch
will be available at the town hall finish. Price is $10/hand
and $1.00 for each additional card. This is a great family
event and all riders are encouraged to attend.
Once the season is underway, trail conditions will be
posted on our website at www.barnardmountainviewers.
com. Regular season TMAs can be purchased throughout
the season at Mills Hardware and Locust Creek Outfitters
in Bethel. Monthly club meetings are held on the third
Thursday of the month at Barnard Academy at 6:30pm
and all are welcome.
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EAST BARNARD ENDS THE YEAR

selected as the new member of the Luna Moore Scholarship Committee. Annual dues of $5 per member for 2016
can be paid to Mary Croft, treasurer, from now through
January 18.

ON SEVERAL FESTIVE NOTES
By Virginia Glass Schlabach

The church-sponsored video discussion group on “The
Power of Myth” held its sixth and final meeting on December 8. The group of 11 gathered in homes, began each
evening with informal conversation over refreshments,
then viewed a dialogue between Joseph Campbell and
Bill Moyers. Mollie McHugh led the lively, inspiring,
often wide-ranging discussions that followed each video.
Now, with winter ahead of us, we look forward to whatever the church will offer next.

As I write this column, East Barnard is gearing up for
a festive Sunday - the 20th - with afternoon Christmas
caroling to begin at 3:30 at the church followed by the
Community Club party at 5:00 at Steve and Vali Stuntz’s
house. The Yankee Swap gifts this year are to be something “ugly” so we should be in for a lot of laughter and
lively swapping. Christmas Eve is always a special time in
our village as friends near and far crowd our little church
for the annual service of lessons and carols. Although the
bonfire that follows will probably not be in the snow this
year, it should be a festive gathering nonetheless. The
service begins at 5:30. East Barnard Church is warm and
welcoming and handicap accessible.

Whether we have a “white” or “brown” Christmas really
doesn’t matter. In a world torn by violence and hatred, I
am grateful to live in this small village where peace and
goodwill still prevail.

On December 13 the porch and steps of the Community
Hall were crowded as neighbors gathered to honor the
memory of beloved family members, friends, and pets.
As Marilyn Syme read the names, donors hung 97 red
and silver balls on the sparkling Memory Tree. (An extra
ball, added later, makes the count 98!) Each ball was lovingly inscribed with a name by Marilyn, who, with John
Leavitt, again organized the Memory Tree. On behalf of
our community, I offer thanks to Marilyn and John, to Dan
Leavitt who contributed the tree, and to Bill Badger who
helped John set up the tree and string the lights. Marilyn
has posted the list of names and donors on the Hall porch
near the tree. If you walk or drive through the village in
the next few weeks, do stop to enjoy the beauty of the
tree and reflect on the lives of the people and animals it
memorializes.

Beginning with the ball hanging ceremony on December 13, the
Christmas Memory Tree lights up the porch of the East Barnard
Community Hall night and day throughout the holiday season.

Community Club’s annual meeting was held December
7. The election of officers to fill three vacancies was postponed until January 18, and a nominating committee was
formed to bring a slate to that meeting. (Outgoing officers
are Randy Leavitt, president; Connie DeWitt, vice president; and John McHugh, secretary.) Christa Wurm was

TIM RHOADES

JAKE RHOADES

RHOADES

PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.
Complete Plumbing, Heating & Water Systems
INSTALLATION & SERVICE
(802) 234-5082
Master Lic. VT & NH

P.O. Box 201
Barnard, VT 05031
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Marilyn Syme hangs the last ball on the East Barnard Memory Tree. She personally inscribed 98 balls with the names of
people and pets, each one remembered by a local resident or
far-away friend of the community.
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BARNARTS EVENTS COMING IN 2016

VOLUNTEER NEEDED
FOR SILVER LAKE ICE RINK

The Barnard Recreation committee is organizing the skating on Silver Lake this winter and is in need of volunteer’s to help clear the snow and smooth out the ice.
Additionally, the use of a very large snow blower and/or a
small tractor with a blower would be very helpful.
Any interested volunteer’s or equipment donors should
contact: ebenbarnardrec@gmail.com

Directed by Jo Oliver-Yeager
with the Green Mountain Players.

www.snyderdonegan.com

Any help would be appreciated.

4th annual
Masquerade Jazz & Funk Winter Music Carnival!
March 5, 2016, at the Barnard Town Hall
Featuring: Chop Shop and the WUHS Jazz Funk Band

John Snyder

Partner
john.snyder@snyderdonegan.com
802-280-5406 mobile
Licensed in New Hampshire & Vermont
5 The Green
PO Box 161
Woodstock, VT 05091
802-457-2600 Woodstock VT
603-643-0599 Hanover NH

LOCAL CRYPTOGRAM
A cryptogram is a code in which one letter is substituted
for another. For example, the word “Church” could be
written BWMSBW. The letter B would be the letter C
and would be throughout the entire message. In this
message L = O The solution is found by trial and error.
“B E D N D Z N ‘X B Q P K D I D K K Z’,

5k/10k fundraiser for youth programming.
Registration now open
BarnArts Center for the Arts - www.barnarts.org
802-234-1645 - info@barnarts.org

‘C M B N D W M U B Z N H F Z’, ‘U R E L K G M
N M D U D E Q L Z D E U D B Q E D D U’,

PO Box 41, Barnard, VT 05031-0041

FQE NMD LIZWDQD ZGDQEBQP
ILQFQYF NMFN QLCFEFVZ ZDDHZ
NL LWWRGV QLN XRZN
E D W D H I D U, I R N Q L S D H I D U F Q E
H R W M L A L W N L I D U, N L L.”
-USG DIGZIEHSM
The answer to the CRYPTOGRAM can be found on
the inside of the back page.
page 3

THE BARNARD BULLETIN

JANUARY 2016

(ALMOST) BURNING DOWN
THE SUGAR HOUSE.

as I could get it. A small amount of sap did reach the
burning timber. There was a hiss and a puff of steam, but
the fire was far from out.

During the years we sugared, we used the small arch my
brother had purchased. We installed it in the sugarhouse
where a larger arch had once sat. Placing the smaller fire
box in the same location as the original firebox had been,
meant that the stack went up just inside the cupola opening in the roof. In order not to burn the cupola, or its roof,
we put an elbow on the top of the smoke stack, pointing
it out from under the end of the cupola roof, and keeping
the stack well away from the wood. Most of the time
this worked fine, except on those rare days when the wind
blew out of the north and directly into the open stack.
This reduced our draft, choked the fire and sent puffs of
smoke into the sugar house.

“I need more sap” I yelled. Virginia and Justin went back
to the gathering tank and returned with more sap buckets. The fire had gained back all that I had extinguished
by the time they returned, but since I was already on the
shed roof, I did not lose as much sap in the transfer from
the ground to the roof. Three times I launched sap up
the roof, and the result was about an seventy-five percent
reduction of the flame.
While I had been on the roof slinging sap, Justin realized
that the arch was still running hot. He ran back into the
sugar house, and being careful not to damage to the firebrick, fire doors, grates or pans, he pulled out the burning
firewood and doused the remaining coals with sap.

On one such particularly windy day my brother Justin decided that we needed to block the wind and allow the stack
to vent properly. Using a rope to get up on the roof, he
nailed up two, one inch square, wooden sticks parallel to
the elbow and far enough away to avoid getting burned by
the exhaust. Then he wired a steel trash-can lid to the far
end of the boards, about three feet from the open end of
the elbow. This helped considerably and the wind effect
on the stove pipe was almost nil. Since the fix worked so
well, we soon forgot that the lid was up there.

Meanwhile, I had gotten off the roof, tied the rope to a
tree, and thrown it over the sugar house roof. Virginia and
I grabbed a few more buckets of sap and I went back onto
the woodshed roof. Walking on my knees and using the
rope, I worked my way up the now slippery sugarhouse
roof. At the top I was again left with a half bucket of sap,
the other half having sloshed all over me. Once I was
near enough to the cupola I threw the sap onto the fire.
It was ninety percent out, and after dragging a few more
buckets up the roof, I was able to put it out completely.

One late spring day we were going full bore. The pans
full, the fire hot, and we were getting ready to draw off.
I was watching the evaporator pans while Virginia, my
mother, and Justin were preparing the filters and cans. As
the steam wafted by, I became aware of stuff falling down
into the pans. I did not think much of this because the old
sugar house was always dropping the stuff that blew in
through the cupola into the pans. But as I looked closer, it
looked like ash. While pondering this I heard the snap of
a piece of charcoal popping off a piece of wood. Oddly,
the snap came from above, not from the arch. I put two
and two together, and looked up through the steam to see
a flickering, snapping, fire at the end of the cupola roof,
just above the elbow at the end of the stack.

I was soaked with sap, Justin was coated with ash and
soot from dealing with the fire in the arch, and Virginia’s
legs were wet from the sap she spilled while carrying the
buckets to me. The pans were sprinkled with the detritus
that had fallen from the roof and the cupola. The arch
firebox was damp and it was going to take awhile to get
the fire restarted. We also discovered that we had used
about 30 gallons of sap from the gathering tank.
As Justin restarted the fire in the arch, I took down the
trash can lid and the scorched support sticks. I adjusted
the elbow so that the hot exhaust gasses could not start
another fire. Virginia cleaned out the pans as best she
could and in an hour or so we were boiling again. While
drying out and getting things back to normal we realized
just how close we had come to actually burning down our
sugar house. Quick thinking, some luck, and 30 gallons
of sap had saved the day, and our sugaring operation. Just
another day of sugaring in Turkey Hollow.

“The cupola is on fire” I yelled. Grabbing a nearby sap
bucket, I ran out to the gathering tank and scooped up
some sap. Because the sugar house had been built into
a bank, the woodshed roof was only 18 inches above the
ground at the bank end. As I clamored onto the shed roof
with the sap bucket, I spilled half of the sap, soaking myself. I tried to go up the sugar house roof, but it was corrugated metal and to steep to climb. My mother and brother
had come out of the sugar house and my mother yelled
“Try throwing the sap on the fire”.
Quickly eliminating any other options I decided she was
right. I hauled back and heaved the sap as far up the roof
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EDITOR’S NOTE: I had intended to run the story above
in the December issue. However, since I repeated the
October CryptoQuote in the November issue, I found it
necessary to one-up myself, to go that extra mile, by repeating my November story in December. Thus, having
reached the pinnacle of foolishness, I may be able to avoid
repeating myself for awhile ..... at least until next month.
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LISTER NOTES

EDITORIAL POLICY. From time to time, editorials

appear in the Bulletin. Names or initials will appear at the
end of the article. If no name or initials appear, it can be
assumed that the article was written by the editor or staff. It
is the policy that no editorial, article or letter be published
anonymously. However, “pen names” may be used if the
real name, address and telephone number accompanies any
submitted material. The editor reserves the right to edit or
reject any material.

The Listers have submitted their 2016-17 budget to the
Selectman and the Auditors. There was a slight increase
in the budget due to the possibility of having to replace
some computer equipment, and an increase in wages, because new State laws have increased the scope of the work
that the Listers must do in order to perform their duties.
In particular the changes in the Current Use (Land Use)
laws now require the Listers to value the land that is not
in Current Use as if it was a stand alone parcel. In Title
32, Chapter 128, Subchapter 1, Section 3756, Paragraph
d it states: “(A)ny portion [of a parcel enrolled in Current
Use] not receiving a use value appraisal shall be valued at
its fair market value as a stand-alone parcel, and, for the
purposes of the payment under section 3760 of this chapter, the entire parcel shall be valued at its fair market value
as other similar parcels in the municipality.”
As this valuation is a Lister appraisal, it is subject to the
standard grievance procedures that apply to any appraisal
made by the listers. So if a land owner decides to remove
two acres from current use and that two acres is not contiguous to any other non enrolled land, it is now valued as
a single, stand-alone parcel of two acres and this appraisal
is subject to the standard grievance process.

Host a jewelry party
in time for holidays.
Handmade gifts
made in Barnard.
Custom & sales
392.4627

It should also be noted that the State is currently behind in
the updating of the Current Use applications. This has left
the Listers with changes in appraisal, due to State changes in the Current Use allocations, well into December.
Therefore the Grand List is being changed well beyond
the statute deadline of December 1st.

jewelry

Camelot

This year, due to the States delay making changes in the
current use plans, the Listers will be sending Change of
Value Notices out in January, with a Grievance to follow
two weeks later. As this is a Lister Grievance the normal
appeal path to the BCA and then the State level is open to
landowners who receive a C.O.V. in January, should they
decide to file a Grievance. This could mean that the 2015
Grand list will not be final until late February or early
March 2016.

PERMS • COLORS • CUTS
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY
MANICURES • FACIALS • WAXING

Open: Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, 2pm - 8pm
(Located on the Stage Road - South side of Silver Lake)

Barnard, Vermont 234-5298

As noted above, the computer equipment in the Listers office is showing its age. Our server is more than five years
old and the software running on it is struggling to keep up
with the new revisions of our appraisal software and the
demands of the newer operating systems that are running
on our workstation computers.
As the Listers office is relying more and more on the internet and related technologies, it is important that our
computer infrastructure keeps up with the demand for information requests and with the updates in our software.
Thus we must plan for the changes the future will bring.

BEAUTY SALON
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NEWS FROM HELPING HANDS

work! There are many in our community who depend on
both the Woodstock and Bethel Food Shelves to supplement their food needs. Here is a list of items that are always needed: pasta and pasta sauce, bean, rice, hot and
cold cereal, canned tuna, canned soups and stews, peanut
butter, jam and jelly, coffee and tea, mayo and ketchup
and personal care items such as shampoo, toothpaste and
toilet paper. Thank you for supporting the food shelves!

Where is the snow? It is hard to believe that Christmas
is almost here and the ground is bare. There isn’t even
any snow in the forecast. Usually at this time of year we
are looking forward to skiing, skating and snowmobiling.
Hopefully the snow and cold will arrive in January and
then we can go outside to play!
Without snow, it doesn’t feel like the holiday season, but
the Helping Hands board met on Wednesday to assemble
18 holiday food baskets. Many thanks to those of you who
became a “Secret Santa”. The presents you purchased and
wrapped created a wonderfully large pile of gifts for us to
sort through. The presents will delight 15 Barnard children on Christmas morning.

Our Helping Hands board would like to wish all of you
the very best for the upcoming holidays.
Please don’t hesitate to contact us if you or someone you
know could use a helping hand. We have people ready
and willing to help. If the job is too big for us to handle,
we can refer you to other available resources.
Heidi White – 234-6965 -heidi@hwfreelancecopywriter.
com, Linda Beaumariage – 234-5624 letvt@mac.com,
Louie Ahlen – 457-2621 lahlen8920@aol.com, Mary
Blanton – 234-5541 marywbvt@gmail.com, Patty Hasson – 457-3886, patty.hasson@wildapple.com, Deb Rice
– 234-5349 - debarice@gmail.com,
Joann Ference –
234-9324, vtscapeartist@gmail.com, Leah Crowley,

Once again we want to thank those of you who made a
donation to Helping Hands. Our annual fund appeal was
a big success and we will now be able to continue helping members of our community who could use a helping
hands.
Thanks to those of you who make a habit of adding food
and personal care items to our food shelf collection box
at the Barnard General Store. Please keep up the good

leahgocrowley@gmail.com

JB Webster
Construction,
Inc.
Jim Webster
EXCAVATION
(802)
Site
Work234-5111
• Driveways
Septic •President
Land Clearing
Property
Tyler Maintenance
Webster
Snow234-6964
Plowing
(802)
Trucking
Vice President
Slabs & Frost Walls

802-457-9000

P.O. Box 886

BARNARD ACADEMY SCHEDULE

LOGGING
& FIREWOOD
Barnard, VT
05031-0886
Fax: (802) 234-9310
Jim
Webster
Email:

Monday, December 21, - Friday, January 1, Holiday
break, school closed.
Monday, January 18, In service day, no classes.
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(802) 234-5111
JBWebsterConst@yahoo.com
Reliable ♦ Free Estimates

Tyler Webster
(802) 234-6964

EXCAVATION
Site Work ♦ Driveways
Septic ♦ Land Clearing
Trucking
Slabs & Frost Walls
PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE
Landscaping
Lawn Care
Field Mowing
Snow Plowing
Brush Cutting ♦ Chipping
Fall & Spring Cleanup
LOGGING & FIREWOOD
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BARNARD VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPT.
SPAGHETTI DINNER

CRYPTOGRAM ANSWER
“I detest ‘Jingle Bells’, ‘White Christmas’, ‘Rudolph
the Red Nosed Reindeer’, and the obscene spending
bonanza that nowadays seems to occupy not just December, but November and much of October, too.”

The fire department will be celebrating its annual Mid
Winter Blast on Saturday January 23rd at the Barnard
Town Hall. Doors open at 5:30PM and Barnard firemen will be serving up a delicious spaghetti dinner from
6-8PM. Adult tickets are $12 and children under 12 are
$6. Tickets can be purchased by calling Jack Dibble at
234-9284 or by visiting Locust Creek Outfitters and Mills
Hardware in Bethel. Tickets can also be purchased from
any member of the fire department. Happy and safe holidays to all, and thank you for supporting your fire department.

- Richard Dawkins

Brian Beaty

Certified Arborist/Certified Horticulturalist
Trees, Turf, and Horticulture for Northern Landscapes

Lisa Baldwin

• Landscape Design and Construction
• Tree Care and Maintenance
Barnard, Vermont

MBA, ABR, Licensed in VT, NH & NJ

Realtor®

(802) 234-6355
lisabaldwin@masiello.com
802.295.1380 Direct
www.lisabaldwin.com

Each Office Is Independently
Owned And Operated

802.295.1160 I Quechee, VT

Wednesdays at Max’s
Betterburger Nite
$10
Burger & handcut fries
Tues - Sat 5-9pm
234.9961

barnardinn.com
This issue and other archived issues of
the Bulletin, the more recent ones being
in color, are available free of charge at:
BarnardBulletin.news/ArchiveIndex.html
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P.O. Box 161, Barnard VT 05031-0161

FIBER ARTS BARNARD (FAB) - Knit, crochet, spin,
felt, etc. All skill levels welcome. 2nd and 4th Wednesdays, 3:30-5:30. Contact Janet Andersen, 234-5251, hywynds@aol.com.
THE PLANNING COMMISSION meets on the first
Monday of the month at 7:00pm at the Town offices.
HISTORICAL SOCIETY meets the fourth Tuesday of the
month. Call 234-9183 or 234-9080 for meeting location.
ZONING ADMINISTRATOR zoning@barnardvt.us,
234-9211. Office hours 9:00am to noon on Mondays and
9:00am to 3:30pm on Wednesdays. After hours cell 603359-5243.
BEES MEETINGS are held on the 1st Monday of each
month during the school year, from 6 - 7:30 pm in the
library at the school.
DANFORTH LIBRARY hours: Saturdays 10:00 to noon;
Wednesday evenings, from 6:00 - 8:00 in the summer, and
after November 1st, from 3:00 - 5:00. The Library Trustees meet on the second Wednesday of each month in the
Danforth Library book room at 6:30pm.
THE DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD meets the
third Thursday of the month at 7:00pm at the Barnard
Town Hall as necessary.
BARNARD CONSERVATION COMMISSION meets
the second Monday of the month, 7:00 PM, Town Hall.
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THE BARNARD ACADEMY SCHOOL BOARD meets
at 8:30 am at the school on the first Tuesday of each
month.
TOWN CLERK office hours are Monday, Tuesday &
Wednesday, 8:00am - 3:30pm,
SELECTBOARD meets the second and fourth Wednesday of the month at the Town offices,
SELECTBOARD ASSISTANT selectboard@barnardvt.
us, 234-9211. Office hours 9:00am to noon on Mondays
and 9:00am to 3:30pm on Wednesdays. After hours cell
603-359-5243.
RECYCLING HOURS: Saturdays, 8:00am to 4:00pm.
BARNARD LISTERS listers@barnardvt.us, 234-9576.
Office hours, except holidays: Tuesday 9:00am - 11:00am;
by appointment; or anytime we are in the office.
THE BARNARD ENERGY COMMITTEE meets on the
last Tuesday of each month at 7:00 pm at the Barnard
Town Offices.
YOGA CLASSES offered at Danforth Library, Mondays
9:00 am - 10:30 am and 6:15pm -7:45pm with Amanda
Anderson. Classes are by donation; for more info, contact
theonlymissamanda@yahoo.com.
THE BARNARD BULLETIN, is mailed on the 20th of
each month. It is also available on the web at barnardbulletin.news. The Barnard Bulletin, Box 161, Barnard VT
05031-0161, 457-1792, info@barnardbulletin.info.

