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SELECTMEN’S NEWS

I just came back from a little stint at Helping Hands’
Woodfest event which enjoyed a tremendous turnout of
chain saws, splitters, trucks and, most importantly, wood
chuckers down at Ward’s wood yard; I didn’t stay until
the end but I’ll bet they ran out of wood to process! Hard
to imagine after this string of 80 degree September days
that we’ll be putting it right into the stove in a matter of
days as summer winds down and the last of the corn and
tomatoes wither away from the shortening days if not ole
Jack Frost.
The long delayed bridge replacement down on Old Route
12 is finally getting started or at least a parade of serious looking equipment is assembled along the side of the
road. A permit has been issued by ANR to the contractor to construct a pad for the crane which will somewhat
encroach on Locust Creek but allow room to maintain at
least one way traffic during construction. The abutments
will be installed this fall and they will return in spring to
do the deck.
In highway news, Road Foreman Tracy has arranged for
resurfacing of sections of the North Road using AOT grant
money and the Town’s appropriation for resurfacing. We
finally got a bite on our used 07IH AWD truck, not so
fondly referred to as The Goat, for reasonable money
which will go into the Highway Equipment Replacement
Fund. Our next equipment update will be the one ton utility truck with delivery expected early in the new year.
Wednesday hours at the Recycling & Transfer Station end
this Wednesday, the 23rd. Regular Saturday hours of 8-4
will, of course, continue. We were recently reproached by
our recyclables hauler for contamination of non-recyclables and trash in the box. Please take a minute, if you’re
not sure, to read the list of what’s ok and what not. As
mentioned in a recent Barnard List Serve release, LPG
canisters are now handled as hazardous waste at the exorbitant rate of $12 for 20# gas grill bottles and $5 for the
little green ones for camp stoves & lanterns.
While the Vermont Standard continues to trample on the
good sensibilities of area towns’ residents and public
servants, we, of course, are not left out; they quite unnecessarily exercised our elected Constables making
practically a federal case out of a minor matter that was
easily resolved with a little information from the Vermont
League of Cities & Towns. The Standard’s stated interest
in promoting transparency and interest in local government is, in my opinion, belied by their relentless need to
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embarrass, demean and vilify. It’s really an inexcusable shame; it’s hard enough to get people to serve
in elected or appointed office without the local paper
making everyone out to be simpletons, fools or crooks
or some amalgam thereof. They know perfectly well
how to report news without that Gotcha! emphasis if
they want to.
Tom Morse
*********

LISTER NOTES
After two BCA meetings regarding the appeal to the Listers valuation of the Forthman property, the appeal was
withdrawn. With no outstanding appeals of the 2015
Grand List, the Listers are now doing routine inspections
of new building and the revaluation of properties that
have been subdivided and sold. The 2014-15 state sales
study will be reviewed next month and then the final 2015
Grand List will be filed with the State.
Although I have heard from a few realtors that the market
is picking up, the Listers have seen little change in the
number of sales with respect to the last few years. The
sale prices are still on the low side although there have
been some properties that sold for a price higher than
the listers valuation. It will be interesting to see if the
CLA moves higher than 100%, indicating that the State
believes that the Listers are once again over valuing property with regard to fair market.
It is hoped that in the near future the Town’s website will
be up and running, and that there will be a link to a site
that landowners can use to check on their valuations. Until then the Listers Office will be happy to answer any
questions that you may have about the valuation of your
property and how that valuation was calculated.
If you feel that the Listers have made an error in some
way with regard to your property valuation, please contact the Listers Office with your concerns. We try to be
fair and equitable, but the final check is the responsibility
of the landowner.
If you are subdividing, changing your current use plan, or
selling your property, please make sure that you have filed
all the required paperwork with the Town so that we can
make the appropriate changes to our property records and
produce a fair valuation for your property.

THE BARNARD BULLETIN

OCTOBER 2015

NEWS FROM HELPING HANDS

many people who responded to our plea for help on the
list serve. Once again we were lucky with the weather.
This event would not be possible without a huge outpouring of help from people in our community.

What amazing weather we have had. We have certainly
had a chance to continue our summer projects and activities. It has been wonderful for our gardens and for people
who love to swim in Silver Lake. Cooler days and nights
will soon be here.

Unfortunately Jo Oliver-Yeager has had to leave our
board and we will miss her. For the past three years she
has taken charge of Green-Up Day and helped with many
other events.

By the time this month’s Bulletin reaches your mailbox
or desktop, our Firewood Fest will be over and the 20 or
so cords of wood, that we cut, split and deliver, will be
stacked and ready to heat the homes of 13 people who
asked for wood. We have so many people to thank! Our
biggest thanks go to the Ward’s for again allowing us to
use their log landing. The Wards and Timber Tender donated some of the wood we cut, split and delivered. The
rest of the wood, however, was thanks to local landowners and the select board. The town qualified for a FEMA
grant after last December’s ice storm. They used it to help
cut down problem trees from town road right-of-ways.
Three local tree companies did the work and the landowners were asked if they wanted the log lengths along their
roadside. Most did not, so the town worked with Mark
Johnson, who picked up the wood and trucked it to the
Ward’s. So thanks to all of you who contributed logs, to
Mark who transported them and to the select board for
orchestrating this

We are grateful to those of you who keep filling our food
shelf collection box at the Barnard General Store. Please
keep up the good work! There are many in our community who depend on both the Woodstock and Bethel Food
Shelves to supplement their food needs. Here is a list of
items that are always needed: pasta and pasta sauce, hot
and cold cereal, canned tuna, canned soups and stews,
canned and packaged meals, peanut butter, jam and jelly,
coffee and tea, mayo and ketchup and personal care items
such as shampoo, toothpaste and toilet paper. Thank you
for supporting the food shelves!
Please don’t hesitate to contact us if you or someone you
know could use a helping hand. We have people ready
and willing to help. If the job is too big for us to handle,
we can refer you to other available resources.
Heidi White – 234-6965, heidi@hwfreelancecopywriter.
com; Linda Beaumariage – 234-5624, letvt@mac.com;
Louie Ahlen – 457-2621, lahlen8920@aol.com; Mary
Blanton – 234-5541, marywbvt@gmail.com; Patty Hasson – 457-3886, patty.hasson@wildapple.com; Deb Rice
– 234-5349, debarice@gmail.com; Joann Ference – 2349324, vtscapeartist@gmail.com; Leah Crowley – leahgocrowley@gmail.com.

We had 5 splitters up and running thanks to the Wards,
Timber Tender, Larry Kasden, Ed Jodice and Mike LaDouceur. Tom Morse came with a town truck and several
others brought their trucks too. We also want to thank the

VACUUMS

ELECTROLUX - Sales & Service
Bob Haynes  234-9523
Canisters  Uprights  Floor Pros
Shampooers  Bags & Parts

802-457-9000
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BARNARD BEES
FALL FOLIAGE BREAKFAST

LOCAL CRYPTOGRAM

Sunday, October 4, 2015, 7:45 to 11:00 AM
Barnard Town Hall
$10 adults; $5 ages 4-14; ages 3 and under are free.

A cryptogram is a code in which one letter is substituted
for another. For example, the word “Church” could be
written BWMSBW. The letter B would be the letter C
and would be throughout the entire message. In this
message Z = S The solution is found by trial and error.

Please join the Barnard Educational Endeavor Society for
a delicious, hearty breakfast in support of our school!

“IE EIF FH GIUH NVDNAXP

Contact Jane Moss, BEES President, 457-1685 or
jemoss@hotmail.com, for more information.

ZHKZIP.

QIV MXM APIF REXZ

LIVOM-XZE ZBVKZE EKZ XRZ
I F P Z H K Z I P, O X L E R?

F X P R H O,

Z N O X P L, Z V D D H O , N V D N A X P....
FH KPTXIVZGQ KPRXJXNKRH XR
HUHOQ QHKO.“
- R O K M H O C I H ’Z W H K O G H Z Z

Brian Beaty

Certified Arborist/Certified Horticulturalist

WGQHO
The answer to the CRYPTOGRAM can be found on
the inside of the back page.

Trees, Turf, and Horticulture for Northern Landscapes

Barnard, Vermont

Camelot

www.snyderdonegan.com

• Landscape Design and Construction
• Tree Care and Maintenance

(802) 234-6355
BEAUTY SALON

PERMS • COLORS • CUTS
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY
MANICURES • FACIALS • WAXING

Open: Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, 2pm - 8pm
(Located on the Stage Road - South side of Silver Lake)

Barnard, Vermont 234-5298

page 3

John Snyder

Partner
john.snyder@snyderdonegan.com
802-280-5406 mobile
Licensed in New Hampshire & Vermont
5 The Green
PO Box 161
Woodstock, VT 05091
802-457-2600 Woodstock VT
603-643-0599 Hanover NH
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REMINISCENCES

When an Elan broke a ski in two, the two halves were
jammed together, making a stiff and short, but functional
ski. When the ski shaft stripped the splines at the top of
the shaft, allowing the ski to pivot in any direction at will
and making steering all but impossible, the solution was
to cut a branch and lock the tips of the two skis together
so that they remained parallel. The one ski that could be
steered kept the other in line, and the sled moving. When
the ski fell off completely and could not be fixed in any
workable way, the ski and ski post were removed, and an
experienced driver would balance the machine on the one
good ski to get the machine home.

The time for snowmobile trail clearing and marking is fast
approaching. Although I no longer have any snowmobiles, I still think back on the many hours I spent making
tracks in the snow.
Snowmobiles have come a long way since the Sixty’s.
From small 250cc engines, turning 15 inch tracks supported by bogie wheel suspensions, and steel frames, to
long/wide track machines with aluminium frames, slide
rail suspension, 550cc engines and reverse, not to mention heated handlebars and seats. Today’s sleds are much
more stable and have top speeds in excess of 50mph, almost as thrilling as driving those old top-heavy, bouncy
machines over rough terrain at 30mph.

Recoil starters were temporarily swapped between similar machines if a starter rope, or recoil mechanism, broke.
When a swap was not possible, the wind and pull option
was used on the flywheel hub in order to restart an engine.
When a youngster forgot to top off the fuel tank of his
sled before starting the ride, that extra gallon can of 20:1
gas oil mix came in handy.

Groomed trails were rare in the early days and was generally done by volunteers pulling drags behind their snowmobiles, The trails were single track and got rough very
quickly, mostly due to the bogie wheel suspensions. Now
clubs and organizations have trail groomers with heated
enclosed cabs and the trails are generally wide enough for
sleds to safely pass each other.

It was always fun to be re-tuning the carburetor as you
were driving up a rutted trail with one hand, while steering with the other. Those old Tillotson carburetors were
sensitive beasts and a change in the weather, or altitude,
or fuel, could throw them off.

Being prepared for various situations on the trail was, and
still is, important. In the early days the sleds were not
as reliable and the trail conditions were unpredictable, or
there were no trails at all. There was a certain amount of
effort involved in getting a group of riders together for a
weekend jaunt and making sure that everyone got home
safely. Spare fuel, spare plugs, spare starter rope, tow
rope, tools and a myriad of other things were stuffed under the hood or in the seat storage area. Going out with
a single machine would require snowshoes and chainsaw,
which had to be strapped on somewhere, often infringing
on the rider’s space and comfort.

On one trip, the gas filler pipe on my early Ski-Doo Olympic snapped off at the tank. Steering became impossible
because the handlebar steering pivot was welded to the
filler pipe. The solution was to jam a clean stick down the
pipe and into the tank so that some semblance of steering
was possible. Actually it was a bit more complicated than
that, as the stick kept lifting out of the tank. Since the
previous owner of the Ski-Doo had welded a pipe bumper
around the nose of the snowmobile for protection, the ultimate solution was to have a my sister sit on the bumper
with her back against the filler pipe, keeping it in place.
She held onto the bumper on either side, while keeping
her feet on the skies. She was rather sore the next day
after bouncing over 4 miles of trail and I was sore from
having to fight with the sloppy steering, but we got home.

The diversity of the group was a consideration when planning a ride. Certain machines were good in certain conditions and when the rare wide track, or long track, machine
was part of the group, trail breaking was that much easier.
When breaking trail in deeper snow, a machine with an
18” track working with a 15’ inch tracked sled, would
leave a much flatter track for others to follow. And some
long track machines, with their additional power, and two
riders, could better maintain headway in unbroken snow
because the long track would not spin as much.
The lighter and less powerful wide track sleds were capable of stopping in the middle of a hill and restarting, just
because the track was less likely to spin when starting up.
The small narrow track machines were nimble enough to
scout out a new path when the trail was blocked by trees,
or washouts, or the like. Operator experience also played
a major role, with the more experienced riders pushing,
pulling, or driving sleds out of trouble.

So when you are out there on the VAST trail system, cruising along at 30mph, give a nod to those pioneers that first
took to the trails, and helped make snowmobiling what it
is today. And don’t forget to take that spare can of fuel
with you.

ARTICLES, STORIES WANTED
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If you have an article or a story that you think would
interest the readers of the Barnard Bulletin, please
consider submitting them for publication. This is your
community newsletter and it is sometimes difficult to
fill the pages.
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IT IS CIDER MAKING TIME

BARNARTS SCHEDULE
BarnArts Music Series:
On the Clark Farm Common:

September 24: Neptunes, jazz standards & originals
At the Barnard Town Hall:
October 1: Billy Sharf, Jen Freise & friends
October 8: Will Wright, Jim Ryman & friends
October 15: Ben Barson, Gixelzanath, Sonny &
friends
October 22: Closing Party Celebration

With an abundance of apples this year, the cider making in Turkey Hollow has been going on for the last two
weekends. In the above photo Sonia, Nick and Richard
are grinding and pressing at the same time. The press is
a 60+ year old Hoking Valley Junior that is set so that the
ground apples are moved forward to be pressed and then
an empty barrel can be placed under the grinder so that
grinding can continue while pressing.
The pressing tray and a few slats have been replaced along
with the grinding handle, but the rest of the machine is
original. The grinding plate and the gears are noisy when
in use, so those close by wear hearing protectors

FOR SALE
2001 Polaris Sportsman 500 ATV with tire chains (front
and rear), winch, short logging chains, winch pulley and
rear cargo box. 186.5 miles.
$2,500 or best offer. Some paint missing on the aluminum handlebar fittings, otherwise in good condition.
Contact Richard Lancaster at 802 457-1792 or Richard@
barnardbulletin.info

Did you know?
We oﬀer Take Out TO GO!

Dinner & Drinks @ Max’s
Tuesday - Saturday 5-9 pm

234.9961

SCHOOL IS OPEN
Please stop for all school busses as required by law.
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IT’S OYSTER STEW TIME AGAIN
IN EAST BARNARD!
by Virginia Glass Schlabach

Had Irene floods not damaged the East Barnard Community Hall four years ago, our Broad Brook firemen would
be holding their 60th annual Oyster Stew Supper this
year. As it is, the supper on Saturday, October 17, is number 59, which is still an amazing number when one thinks
of all the cooks and all the oysters that have been part
of this long tradition. Supper will be served in the Community Hall from 5:00-7:30 pm. Besides the oyster stew,
the menu includes baked beans, cole slaw, rolls, beverages, and assorted pies. Prices are Adult $13: Children (7
to 12) $6; under 7 free. There is no special seating - just
come! Raffle tickets for a variety of local items will also
be on sale during the supper. Volunteers are needed for
serving, kitchen duties, and other tasks. To volunteer or
ask questions about the meal, contact Jerry Fredrickson
at 763-2314.
Another - albeit newer - tradition in East Barnard is the
Largely Local Dinner, always held on the first Saturday
after Labor Day. The open letter below, written by Marilyn Syme, who coordinates this event with her husband
John, reports on this year’s dinner. East Barnard folks
worked hard but happily to produce this meal, but the
wider world around us helped too. Read on.

Caught in the act, “Mr. Sunshine” Randy Leavitt puts out a
day’s offering of free sunflowers at the end of his lane on Broad
Brook Road. His final harvest decorated the tables at the Largely Local Dinner. (VGS photo)

To our Friends and Neighbors in Barnard from the East
Barnard Community:
Thank you, Barnard, for supporting our community fund
raising effort for the East Barnard Community Club at
the Largely Local Dinner on September 12. Even with
many conflicting area events, it was a huge success.
People enjoyed a delicious turkey dinner prepared with
ingredients from surrounding farms and businesses, then
strolled upstairs to the craft bazaar, bought raffle tickets
for a chance at the quilt made by East Barnard quilters,
and listened to live music performed by local musicians.
A huge thank you to the Barnard residents who gave their
time, attended the event, and made donations. Come and
join us again on October 17 for the firemen’s Oyster Stew
Supper and, of course, next year for another Largely Local Dinner on September 10, 2016.
As I write this, summer is in its last days. Randy Leavitt’s
sunflower patch has yielded the last of over 1000 blooms,
all shared as free sunshine for passersby on Broad Brook
Road. With the ending of Sunday morning summer services, the East Barnard Church is beginning a video discussion series in homes. The two photos which follow
celebrate the life and growth that characterize East Barnard.

East Barnard Church celebrates the end of summer by planting
a “Liberty elm”, donated by Jeff Urstadt, behind the church.
Left to right: Tim Wolfe, Pastor Kelliann Wolfe, John Leavitt,
Thomas Powers. (John Leavitt photo)
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This issue and other archived issues of the
Bulletin are available free of charge at:
BarnardBulletin.news/ArchiveIndex.html
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JB Webster
Construction,
Inc.

P.O. Box 886

LOGGING
& FIREWOOD
Barnard, VT
05031-0886

Jim Webster

Fax: (802) 234-9310
Email:
(802) 234-5111
JBWebsterConst@yahoo.com
Reliable ♦ Free Estimates

Tyler Webster

appear in the Bulletin. Names or initials will appear at the
end of the article. If no name or initials appear, it can be
assumed that the article was written by the editor or staff. It
is the policy that no editorial, article or letter be published
anonymously. However, “pen names” may be used if the
real name, address and telephone number accompanies any
submitted material. The editor reserves the right to edit or
reject any material.

Site Work ♦ Driveways
Septic ♦ Land Clearing
Trucking
Slabs & Frost Walls

Jim Webster
EXCAVATION
(802)
Site
Work234-5111
• Driveways
President
Septic • Land Clearing
Property
Tyler Maintenance
Webster
Snow
Plowing
(802) 234-6964
Trucking
Vice President
Slabs & Frost Walls

EDITORIAL POLICY. From time to time, editorials

EXCAVATION

PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE

TIM RHOADES

Landscaping
Lawn Care
Field Mowing
Snow Plowing
Brush Cutting ♦ Chipping
Fall & Spring Cleanup

JAKE RHOADES

RHOADES
PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.
Complete Plumbing, Heating & Water Systems
INSTALLATION & SERVICE

LOGGING & FIREWOOD

(802) 234-5082
Master Lic. VT & NH

(802) 234-6964

P.O. Box 201
Barnard, VT 05031

THE BARNARD BULLETIN, published the 20th of each
month, is available by mail as a paid subscription, billed
each December for the year. The Bulletin is available free
of charge as a PDF on the web site, BarnardBulletin.news.
Advertisement pricing is available on the website.

P.O. Box 886
Barnard, VT 05031
Fax: (802) 234-9310
Email:
JBWebsterConst@yahoo.com
Reliable u Free Estimates

Contact us at: Tel: 802/457-1792;
US Mail: Box 161, Barnard VT 05031-0161;
E-mail: info@BarnardBulletin.info

Flaunt it because
we still “got it”!

Lisa Baldwin

A custom fun
jewelry party

MBA, ABR, Licensed in VT, NH & NJ

Realtor®

lisabaldwin@masiello.com
802.295.1380 Direct
www.lisabaldwin.com

and well deserved
ladies night out.
802.392.4627
jewelry

Each Office Is Independently
Owned And Operated

802.295.1160 I Quechee, VT

CRYPTOGRAM ANSWER
“Oh how we love pumpkin season. You did know this
gourd-ish squash has its own season, right? Winter,
Spring, Summer, Pumpkin.... We anxiously anticipate
it every year.”
- Trader Joe’s Fearless Flyer
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The Barnard Bulletin
P.O. Box 161, Barnard VT 05031-0161

FIBER ARTS BARNARD (FAB) - 2nd and 4th Wednesdays in the Barnard library community room, 3:30-5:30.
Contact Janet Andersen, 234-5251, hywynds@aol.com, or
Jenney Silva, 457-9000, hsilva86@yahoo.com.
THE PLANNING COMMISSION meets on the first
Monday of the month at 7:00pm at the Town offices.
HISTORICAL SOCIETY meets the fourth Tuesday of the
month. Call 234-9183 or 234-9080 for meeting location.
ZONING ADMINISTRATOR zoning@barnardvt.us,
234-9211. Office hours 9:00am to noon on Mondays and
9:00am to 3:30pm on Wednesdays. After hours cell 603359-5243.
BEES MEETINGS are held on the 1st Monday of each
month during the school year, from 6 - 7:30 pm in the
library at the school.
DANFORTH LIBRARY is open Saturdays 10:00 to noon,
Wednesday evenings from 6:00 - 8:00. The Book Club
meets the first Wednesday at 7:00pm. The Library Trustees
meet on the second Wednesday of each month in the Danforth Library book room at 6:30pm. Winter hours, starting
Nov. 1st, are Sat. 10:00 - 12:00am & Wed. 3:00 - 5:00pm.
THE DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD meets the
third Thursday of the month at 7:00pm at the Barnard
Town Hall as necessary.
BARNARD CONSERVATION COMMISSION meets
the second Monday of the month, 7:00 PM, Town Hall.

THE BARNARD ACADEMY SCHOOL BOARD meets
at 8:30 am at the school on the first Tuesday of each month.
TOWN CLERK office hours are Monday, Tuesday &
Wednesday, 8:00am - 3:30pm,
SELECTBOARD meets the second and fourth Wednesday
of the month at the Town offices,
SELECTBOARD ASSISTANT selectboard@barnardvt.
us, 234-9211. Office hours 9:00am to noon on Mondays
and 9:00am to 3:30pm on Wednesdays. After hours cell
603-359-5243.
RECYCLING HOURS: Saturdays, 8:00am to 4:00pm, and
Wednesdays, 4:00pm to 8:00 pm.
BARNARD LISTERS listers@barnardvt.us, 234-9576.
Office hours, except holidays, Wednesday 9:00am 11:00am, by appointment, or anytime we are in the office.
THE BARNARD ENERGY COMMITTEE meets on the
last Tuesday of each month at 7:00 pm at the Barnard
Town Offices.
YOGA CLASSES offered at Danforth Library, Mondays
9:00 am - 10:30 am and 6:15pm -7:45pm with Amanda
Anderson. Classes are by donation; for more info, contact
theonlymissamanda@yahoo.com.
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