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SELECTMEN’S NEWS    
With Town Meeting only a month or so away, we’re just 
about there with a  proposed budget and Warning. We 
remind everyone that we’ll also be voting by Australian 
ballot on the WCSU budget and on local Justices of the 
Peace. The Statutory deadline for petitioned Articles or 
budget requests is Jan 24th. We caution that historically 
we haven’t accepted petitions not considered (by us, of 
course) germane to conduct of the Town’s business. Se-
lectmen and Barnard Academy Directors will hold an in-
formational pre-Town Meeting on Wednesday, February 
27th at 7pm at the Town Hall. The Warning and sample 
Australian ballot will have been posted by that time and 
Town Reports should be in your hands.

We have gleaned from VLCT’s weekly report and from 
the media that the State anticipates a five cent increase 
in the base Education Tax, local budgets notwithstanding. 
That brings it to $0.94 which extrapolates to about $1.43 
for us once per pupil spending and the Common Level 
of Appraisal are factored in. If you’re interested in the 
mechanics of this nearly inscrutable tax which constitutes 
about 86% of our property tax bill, there’s a pretty good 
tutorial at www.state.vt.us/tax/pvr.shtml. We expect our 
Municipal rate to remain in the $0.25 range.

We’ve changed slightly our meeting schedule from bi-
weekly to 2nd and 4th Wednesday of every month. It’s 
about the same frequency but makes more clear to you, 
other Town officials and even us just when we’ll be here.

With a few storms behind us, it’s time for the annual nat-
ter about plowing into and across Town highways which 
is, by Statute, illegal. As we’ve said in previous years, we 
try to be understanding and not get too excited as long as 
it’s cleaned up. Leaving half of it in ridges in the road is a 
different matter.  We also remind snowmobilers that travel 
on class 3 roads not specifically permitted for same is also 
illegal. Once they’ve been trod by a few snow machine 
tracks, it’s nearly impossible to plow the road clean.

We’ve been able to have four trucks on the road for most 
storms which cuts down a little on overtime and gets 
‘em plowed and sanded a little more quickly. The Road 
Foreman has even had a couple emailed compliments, 
definitely preferable to the usual answer machine full of 
complaints. Our thanks on behalf of residents to the Road 
Crew for a job well done; it’s been mostly scuds but their 
timing has mandated most of the work be done at night or 
on weekends.

BARNARD COMMUNITY TRUST NEWS
Our scheduled December closing date for the purchase of 
the Barnard General Store property has come and gone, 
but we do have good news to share with you. We are now 
doing the necessary paperwork for the closing and we 
hope that it will happen in the next week or two. We have 
also accepted the proposal to operate the store from two 
very promising applicants. We have sought outside exper-
tise in drawing up a lease and are writing it now. We will 
start negotiating with the new operators as soon as the 
sale is finalized. The BCT hopes that the store will be up 
and running by April 1st.

All this good news does not mean that we no longer need 
donations. We are close, but have not yet raised the full 
purchase price. Our fund raising thermometer has inched 
up to a net of $440,000. Our overall financial goal is 
$650,000. The additional funds will be needed to cover 
expenses such as property taxes and insurance as well as 
the necessary improvements to the building. 

We are getting the store ready for the new storekeepers. 
The interior of the store has been repainted as well as 
the kitchen and the bathroom of the apartment above the 
store, where the shopkeepers will live. The refrigeration 
system and furnace have been checked out and serviced. 
We want to thank Dean Edmunds for his work repairing 
the shed roof. 

We also want to thank the Ward’s for plowing the snow 
around the BGS and Terry Ross, who has donated a new 
American flag for our flagpole. 

We are grateful for all of the financial support we have 
received, and will continue to receive, from members and 
friends of our Barnard community. 

Until the BGS reopens, we will continue to keep the BGS 
Café open from 7 to 10 AM during the week and 8 to 11 
AM on the weekends. Please stop and warm yourself by 
the wood stove and enjoy a cup of coffee or tea, juice, 
baked goods, yogurt, a hard-boiled egg and newspapers, 
all available by donation. Many thanks to those of you 
who are continuing to bring baked treats and hard-boiled 
eggs. 

If you have any questions or suggestions please contact 
one of the following BCT board members. Rick Carbin, 
Tom Platner, Boyd Bishop, Dana Bargezi, Teo Zagar, 
Mary Blanton, Mary Myers, Lee Ressequie, Leah Stewart 
or Tony Braca
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SNOWMOBILE CLUB NEWS
Thanks to our busy groomer team the trails have been in 
excellent shape when this fickle winter weather cooper-
ates. We hope that the skiers and snowshoers are also en-
joying the VAST trails as they are maintained for everyone 
to enjoy. The club is most appreciative of the donations 
from folks who don’t ride a sled but have been enjoying 
the trails by some other means. Your support helps us fuel 
our thirsty groomer and keep those trails in good shape. 

Riders please keep in mind that VAST policy states that 
“no ice is safe ice” and for those who wish not to cross 
Silver lake, look for alternate routes on the maps posted 
at junction signs. The trail to the Town Hall is for park-
ing only. If you ride the road from the Town Hall to the 
Barnard store and the sheriff is in the area, you will be 
ticketed.

Reminder: Our annual poker ride will be held on Sunday 
January 27th.  Starts will begin at the Barnard Town Hall 
at 9:00am until 10:30am and there will be ample snow-
mobile trailer parking at the town hall.  The posted trail 
ride will be approximately 30 miles on the Barnard trail 
system.  Coffee and pastry will be available at the start 
and a hot lunch will be available at the town hall finish.  
Price is $10.00/hand and $1.00 for each additional card.  
This is a great family event and all riders are encouraged 
to attend.  Questions regarding trail conditions can be di-
rected to Stan Butler at 234-9223 or Rob Tracy at 234-
9785 or visit us at www.barnardmountainviewers.com. 

NEWS FROM HELPING HANDS
Snow, beautiful snow! Can we just keep it, instead of hav-
ing a too warm for January day or rain that melts it? Good 
snow isn’t just a wonderful thing for those of us who 
love to ski, snow shoe or go snow mobiling; it is also a 
blessing for those members of our community, who make 
their living in snow related professions. We are grateful to 
those of you who get up early to plow our driveways and 
keep our roads safe.

December was an amazing fund raising month for us 
and we are incredibly grateful to those of you who gave 
our organization a “helping hand”. It was also a month 
of many requests for financial assistance. Without your 
generosity, we would not have been able to fulfill these 
requests. Many thanks!

Before Christmas we delivered 15 holiday baskets, which 
contained a Shaw’s gift card, as well as festive food. We 
want to again thank those of you who purchased Secret 
Santa gifts. Twenty gifts were delivered to ten Barnard 
children, making their Christmas merrier.

We are hoping to add more volunteers to our list, so that 
we can reliably fill all of the requests for help that we re-
ceive. A questionnaire has just been emailed to all of our 
current volunteers, but if you are interested in joining our 
group of helpers, please email Mary and she will email or 
mail a questionnaire to you. We always need drivers, but 
there are many other ways to help. 

Don’t hesitate to contact us if you or someone you know 
could use a helping hand. We have people ready and will-
ing to help. If the job is too big for us to handle, we can 
refer you to other available resources.

Carolyn DiCicco – 802-299-9191, carolyn.dicicco@
gmail.com, Gerry Botha – 234-6941 gbotha@aol.com, 
Heidi White – 234-6965 heidiwhite@hughes.net, Kim 
Furlong – 802-299-9191 kimmom220@gmail.com, 
Linda Beaumariage – 234-5624 letvt@mac.com, Louie 
Ahlen – 457-2621 lahlen8920@aol.com, Mary Blanton 
– 234-5541 marywbvt@gmail.com, Patty Hasson – 457-
3886, patty.hasson@wildapple.com
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LOCAL CRYPTOGRAM
A cryptogram is a code in which one letter is substituted 
for another.  For example, the word “Church” could be 
written BWMSBW.  The letter B would be the letter C 
and would be throughout the entire message.  In this 
message B = T The solution is found by trial and error.

B A I   I O D E N W O   A Y K   J E J B H - B S W 

M Y N I O   J W Q   O M W S   F I P Y Z O I   E B 

S Y O   E N C W Q B Y M B   B W   B A I N : 

B A I Q I   W Z V A B   B W   F I   Y O   N Y M H 

J W Q   G W L I .

-   N Y Q V Y Q I B   Y B S W W K

The answer to the CRYPTOGRAM can be found on 
the inside of the back page.

Thinking of Buying or Selling A Home?

1996 Quechee Main St.  Quechee, VT 05059      www.lisabaldwin.com
802.295.1380 Direct           888.273.8084 Fax            lisa@cbredpath.com

Call Your Local Barnard Realtor®

ABR, MBA, Licensed in VT, NH & NJ

BARNARD VOLUNTEER FIRE
DEPARTMENT RECEIVES

RECOVERY MASKS FOR PETS
Thanks to the generosity of Dr. Christine Pinello of River 
Road Veterinary Clinic in Norwich, the fire department 
now has recovery oxygen masks for dogs and cats. These 
masks are used in the resuscitation of animals that have 
been rescued from a fire and have been exposed to smoke 
and need supplemental oxygen.  

Reminder: There are still tickets available for the Febru-
ary 2nd Mid Winter Blast spaghetti dinner at the Barnard 
Town Hall. Please call Jack Dibble at 234-9284. Doors 
open at 5:30PM and the spaghetti dinner will be served 
from 6-8PM. Adult tickets are $12 and children under 12 
are $6. Dance music will follow after dinner at the town 
hall and there will be door prizes.

Vermont 
Generator Systems

Sales   Service   Installations
Kohler Power Systems

P.O. Box 876 - Barnard, Vermont 05031
e-mail:dave@vermontgenerator.com
website:www.vermontgenerator.com

David Carr
802-234- 9262

Toll Free :  866-372-7525
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* * * * * * * * * 

PLEASE HELP DO WONDERS 
FOR BARNARD’S CHILDREN

SUPPORT
THE BARNARD EDUCATION FUND                               

THANK YOU

PERMS • COLORS • CUTS
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY

MANICURES • FACIALS • WAXING
Open: Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, 2pm - 8pm

(Located on the Stage Road - South side of Silver Lake)

Barnard, Vermont   234-5298

BEAUTY SALONCamelot

Landscaping ♦ Lawn Care 
Field Mowing ♦ Snow Plowing 

Brush Cutting & Chipping 
Fall & Spring Cleanup

Jim Webster
President

(802) 234-5111
P.O. Box 886 

Barnard, VT 05031
Reliable • Free Estimates

Tyler Webster
Vice President

Jim Webster
President

(802) 234-5111
P.O. Box 886 

Barnard, VT 05031
Reliable • Free Estimates

Septic Systems ♦ Logging
Land Clearing ♦ Chipping

Tyler Webster
Vice President

Foundations ♦ Excavation Property Maintenance

Barnard Academy Dates to Remember
 Feb 5 Bees Meeting, 6:00pm
 Feb 18 - 22 Winter Recess
 Mar 4 Teacher In Service, No Classes
 Mar 5 Town Meeting, No Classes
  Bees Meeting, 6:00pm

EDITORIAL POLICY. From time to time, editorials 
appear in the Bulletin. Names or initials will appear at the 
end of the article. If no name or initials appear, it can be 
assumed that the article was written by the editor or staff. It 
is the policy that no editorial, article or letter be published  
anonymously. However, “pen names” may be used if the 
real name, address and telephone number accompanies any 
submitted material. The editor reserves the right to edit or 
reject any material.

At Town Meeting this year, the Town Meet-
ing will start at 10:am and will be followed by 
the School Meeting.  Next year, 2014, the School 
Meeting will be followed by the Town Meeting.

Ice Flowers - These two pictures are of the same storm 
window were taken on two different days 
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 Brian Beaty
 Certified Arborist/Certified Horticulturalist

 Trees, Turf, and Horticulture for Northern Landscapes

• Landscape Design and Construction
• Tree Care and Maintenance

Barnard, Vermont (802) 234-6355

THE BULLETIN-THE PAST-THE FUTURE 
Many of you may know how the Barnard Bulletin started 
twenty-seven years ago.  My mother, Virginia Lancaster 
felt that Barnard needed a monthly newsletter to help 
keep the townspeople informed about those issues that 
concerned the Town.  As she, and her husband John, had 
both worked in the newspaper and printing business, they 
decided to produce a newsletter that would be mailed free 
to the voting residents of the town.  Permit #1 was ob-
tained from the Post Office and the first 8.5 by 11, stapled 
version of the Bulletin was printed and mailed in April of 
1986.

For a banner, that first newsletter used a poor copy of 
the Barnard Seal and the name printed in an Old English 
typeface.  The logo has changed over the years, but the 
Old English typeface is still used.

The fist issue had the Selectman’s news, which has been a 
consistent feature in almost every issue, along with com-
mentary about Town Meeting, some information about a 
few young Barnard residents, one advertizement, a notice 
of a business start-up, a cryptogram and news of a rob-
bery and an arrest.

Although the Bulletin did not go out of it’s way to solicit 
advertisements, through the years there has been a steady 
increase of the number of people and businesses that wish 
to advertize in the Bulletin.  As more people wanted to 
advertize in the Bulletin, we decided that only Barnard 
residents would be allowed to advertize and as the years 
went on we also imposed size restrictions on the ads.  De-
spite those restrictions the Bulletin currently has twenty 
advertisers, all of which are Barnard residents and with 
the exception of two grand fathered ads, are limited to 3.5 
inches high.

It was not long before non-residents started to ask that the 
Bulletin be mailed to them and it also became apparent 
that the Bulletin should be available for purchase at the 
General Store.  What started as a couple of landowners 
who wanted to keep track of what was going on in town, 
grew to a subscription list of fifty-two paying subscrib-
ers and three  institutions.  The General store would sell 

between 10 and 25 copies of the Bulletin each month, de-
pending on the season, for twenty-five cents each, a price 
unchanged since the first bulletin in 1968.

Although the counter price of the Bulletin has remained 
unchanged. the mailing costs have steadily increased.  
Initially the 3rd, class mailing of the bulletin cost about 
$68.00.  As postal regulations changed, the mailing was 
split between 3rd class and First class, and today the mail-
ing is again entirely a Standard (3rd class) mailing, which 
costs  about $107.00 eavh month.  With the rates going 
up again at the end of the month we expect to pay around 
$111.00 to send out the 402 copies of the bulletin.

We started with cutting and pasting-up letter size masters 
and then copying them onto both sides of a 8.5 X 11 inch 
page, which was then stapled together with the other pag-
es, folded and labeled.  Today, document layout software 
and databases drive the printing process.  So now the Bul-
letin is printed on both sides of an 11X17 page with the 
address printed directly on the cover page.  Despite the 
advancement in printing technology it still takes from 6 
to 8 hours to print the Bulletin.  That does not include the 
hours needed for layout and editing.

With the increasing costs of postage, paper and energy, 
even with the recent increase in the subscription and ad-
vertizing rates, the Bulletin runs at a loss.  Therefore we 
have been thinking about the future of the Bulletin.  As 
my parents have eased out of the process, I have been 
doing the production mostly on my own.  Without the 
continued support of the current contributors, the Bulletin 
would not be published today. 

The future of the Bulletin is unknown and I would very 
much appreciate comments or ideas from the readers.  
Please send them to Info@barnardbulletin.info or PO Box 
128, Barnard  VT  05031-0128  - Richard Lancaster
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JohnS@SnyderBassette.com

John Snyder
Partner/President

5 The Green
PO Box 161
Woodstock, VT 05091

Snyder    Bassette
Real Estate Group

802.457.2600 office
802.280.5406 cell
802.457.2611 faxw
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TIM RHOADES JAKE RHOADES

RHOADES
PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.

Complete Plumbing, Heating & Water Systems
INSTALLATION & SERVICE

(802) 234-5082 P.O. Box 201
Master Lic. VT & NH Barnard, VT 05031

THOMPSON CENTER NEWS
Submitted by Pam Butler

Living in a close-knit community, we all have an impor-
tant role in each other’s lives. At The Thompson, we come 
together for meals, to socialize, exercise, help, listen, 
find resources, or volunteer, and in these ways truly and 
uniquely contribute to each other’s lives.  It takes a lot of 
heart, and not just in this season of Valentines. Whether 
you participate as a daily patron or volunteer, a donor, 
staff or board member, town voter, or class facilitator, 
your contributions matter at The Thompson, and we thank 
you for all of the heart that you put into it. Together we’re 
creating a community where it is easier and more fun to 
age in place. Come join us for an event filled February.

South Woodstock Sleigh Ride: Tuesday February 5 at 
1:30PM: Grab your woolies - we are going for an old 
fashioned sleigh ride with Kedron Valley Stables. Our 45 
minute horse drawn ride will take us over the beautiful 
fields of south Woodstock. There will be ample blankets 
to keep us warm and hot cocoa back at The Thompson. 
Please call to sign up as space is limited. 

NEW!  Brain Fitness Classes: Wednesdays beginning 
February 13 at 1:00PM: We have the power to improve 
our brains! Clinical trials have shown that brain exercises 
can improve overall brain functioning and help prevent 
the onset of brain disorders and memory impairment.  Join 
facilitator Sara Smith each Wednesday for a variety of 
challenging brain games and exercises.  Cost: $3.00/class 
(includes handouts and exercises you can do at home)

Tax Assistance at The Thompson: Mondays February 4 - 
April 8 except February 18 (Presidents Day): 

The Thompson Center will offer individual sessions 
with TCE Preparers (Tax Council for the Elderly) free of 
charge to complete your 2012 taxes. On the day of your 
scheduled appointment please arrive early to fill out a 
questionnaire. 

PLEASE BRING: Valid picture ID for taxpayer and 
spouse, Social Security card, copies of income tax you 
filed last year, proof of all income, W-2 forms (if you 

worked), 1099-R forms and statements for pensions and 
annuities, Social Security received, interest and divi-
dend income, state rebates and prebates, IRA income and 
copy of your 2012 property tax bill. If you are filing for a 
Renter’s Rebate, Homeowner Property tax rebate or 2012 
Act 68 School Property tax payment application, you will 
need proof of income for everyone in your household. 

2013 Vermont Flower Show, Champlain Valley Expo, Es-
sex Junction, VT. Friday March 1: The theme for the 2013 
Vermont Flower Show is “The Road Not Taken” from the 
poem by Robert Frost. Robert Frost was inspired by the 
landscape of New England and his Vermont home. This 
year’s show will feature stone wall displays by renowned 
stonewall worker Dan Snow, a variety of free seminars 
and educational workshops, cooking demonstrations and 
certified horticulturists on hand to answer your questions. 
Departure from The Thompson Center will be at 8:30AM 
on a Premier Coach bus. We will spend approximately 
three hours at the show including lunch on your own 
(either brown bag or purchase from available vendors), 
make a short stop at the Christmas Tree Shop in Williston, 
and arrive back to Woodstock by 4:00PM. Cost: $40.00. 
Call Pam to sign up.

For more information on our events and programs includ-
ing our new French and Spanish classes, visit us at www.
thompsonseniorcenter.org or on Facebook. Do you need a 
ride from Barnard? We will pick you up! See you at The 
Thompson!
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CRYPTOGRAM ANSWER
The eskimos had fifty-two names for snow because it 
was important to them: there ought to be as many for 
love. - Margaret Atwood

HISTORY REPEATS ITSELF
IN EAST BARNARD
by Virginia Glass Schlabach

Back in 1976, the East Barnard Co-Op Store sold tee 
shirts with a design by Coco McCabe, one of Sabra 
Field’s students, who had won the local design contest. 
Fast forward 36 years to 2012. Although most of those 
tee shirts are long gone, a few still exist, and when Alice 
Vining wore her historic shirt to an event last summer, 
the idea for reviving it as a Community Club project took 
root. The original sheep motif and the words “The Peace-
able Kingdom” from the earlier shirt were retained by art-
ist Sue Schlabach, who made a few changes to update the 
design. Since the retro shirts made their debut at the Oys-
ter Stew Supper in October, the Club has sold over 100 
shirts from a first and second printing and realized profits 
of over $400. The shirts will again be available for sale 
at 2013 East Barnard functions, beginning with the Com-
munity Yard Sale in May. The all-cotton shirts in a variety 
of colors sell for $12, with profits going for upkeep and 
repairs to the Community Hall.

Unfortunately, due to the Bulletin deadline, I can’t report 
on the January 19 Community Club “Make-Your-Own 
Pizza Party” at Randy and Heather Leavitt’s house, but 
if it’s a popular as the Christmas Party was, I anticipate a 
full house with great food and lively music. In other Club 
news, Marlene Rand is organizing the annual raffle quilt 
and has chosen a design called Buckeye Beauty. On these 
cold snowy winter days, when tee shirts are stashed away 
till summer, producing a warm colorful quilt is a good 
focus for our community! 

Pamylee Carbino and grandson William Vogt model the East 
Barnard tee shirts, a successful fund raiser for the Community 
Club in the past few months.

FREEZER BEEF
Grass Fed - Grass Finished

Bowman Road Farm
Joe LaDouceur • Barnard VT

763-7454 • ladouceurlj@aol.com

VACUUMS
ELECTROLUX - Sales & Service

Bob Haynes    234-9523
Canisters   Uprights   Floor  Pros

Shampooers   Bags & Parts

TLC CONSTRUCTION
Tom Langan

Building and Remodeling

P.O. Box 216
Barnard, VT 05031 (802) 763-8530

Free Estimates
30 Years Experience
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The Barnard Bulletin
P.O. Box 161, Barnard  VT  05031-0161

SILVER LAKE CHAPEL will be closed for the winter.  
The Chapel will open again at Easter for regular services.
FIBER ARTS BARNARD (FAB) - 2nd and 4th Wednes-
days in the Barnard library community room, 3:30-5:30.  
Contact Janet Andersen, 234-5251, hywynds@aol.com, or 
Jenney Silva, 234-5227,  jlsilva@wildblue.net. 
SELECTMEN  meet the second and forth Wednesday of 
the month at 7:00PM at the Town Clerk’s office
TOWN CLERK  office hours  are Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday, 8:00am - 3:30pm.
BARNARD LISTERS listers@barnardvt.us, 234-9576.  
Office hours, except holidays, Wednesday 9:00am - 
11:00am, by appointment, or anytime we are in the office.
THE DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD meets the 
third Thursday of the month at 7:00pm at the Barnard Town 
Hall as necessary.
YOGA CLASSES offered at Danforth Library, Mondays 
9:00am-10:30am with Suzanne Lacey, Tuesday 6:00pm-
7:30pm with Amanda Anderson.  For more information 
contact suzannelacey60@yahoo.com
BARNARD ZONING ADMINISTRATOR’S office 
hours are 9am – 12:00 noon, Tuesdays, until further notice. 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY meets the last Tuesday of the 
month.  Call 457-3020 for location.

THE BARNARD BULLETIN, Box 161, Barnard VT  
05031-0161, info@barnardbulletin.info, is published the 
20th of  each month.  It is sent to the legal residents of 
Barnard.  Non-resident subscriptions are $10.00 a year.

ADVERTISING RATES:  Classified ads - 20 cents a word.  
Camera ready display ad - 3.5” wide by 2” high - $8.00.  
Special make-up work will be charged by the hour or part 
thereof - $10.00 minimum.  Deadline for receiving ads will 
be the 10th of every month.  Tel. 802/457-1792.

THE BARNARD ACADEMY SCHOOL BOARD 
meets at 5:00pm at the school on the last Tuesday of each 
month.
THE PLANNING COMMISSION meets on the first 
Monday of the month, 7:00pm, in the Town Clerk’s office. 
Sub-committee meetings as arranged.
DANFORTH LIBRARY  is open Saturdays  10:00 to noon, 
Wednesday evenings from 6:00  to 8:00.  Story hour is the 
first Saturday of the month.  The Book Club meets the first 
Wednesday at 7:00pm.
BARNARD CONSERVATION COMMISSION meets the 
second Monday of the month, 7:00 PM, Town Hall.
RECYCLING HOURS: Saturdays, 8:00am to 4:00pm, 
BEES MEETINGS First Tuesday of each month allowing 
for school vacations, 6:00pm - 7:30pm, at the school library.


