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SELECTMEN’S NEWS    

The Barnard Bulletin     

* * * * * * * * * 

Big news is that particularly nasty storm and power out-

age both lasting a little longer than our patience. Winter 

hadn’t even begun on the calendar and we’re knee deep 

and half out of sand, overtime budget and even trucks. At 

least the thermometer didn’t plummet to sub zero read-

ings after the storm which surely would have been the 

coup de grace. 

And, yeah, after years of no major equipment failures 

we’re sure getting it in spades. Our old spare truck we 

fondly call “Precious” popped a gasket and bled all its 

coolant into the crankcase and needs a major rebuild, 

our Ford 550 one ton has two broken rocker arms which 

means a top end rebuild and our brand new Peterbilt 

AWD still sits at Lucky’s with a computer/wiring speed 

sensor problem of some inscrutable kind causing it to shut 

down unpredictably. They’ve said we can use it but Road 

Foreman Webster has wisely declined to take delivery un-

til the problem is rectifi ed. Having one of those things 

quit or lose power or traction in a hill with full load and 

plow is the truck driver’s nightmare. When they get slid-

ing backwards, they’re pretty much independent of driver 

exhortations.

With Town Meeting coming around again, we’re getting 

there on the proposed FY16 budget none too quickly with 

a mid-January deadline for Town Report submissions. If 

you have a budget request or petitioned article, get it to 

us pronto; general activity reports and other info go to 

the Auditors at vterinme@aol.com. BVFD will have an 

updated presentation on their plans for a new fi re station 

which may even include a solar array on its roof in collab-

oration with the Town’s Energy Committee who recently 

gave us a lucid presentation on various solar options the 

Town might consider.

We changed our meeting schedule a little for the Holi-

days: we’ll skip our next regularly scheduled meeting 

which would fall on Christmas eve and meet January 

7, 14 & 28.  We’ll then resume our regular 2nd & 4th 

Wednesday of the month schedule. Agendas and minutes 

are now posted on the Barnard List Serve as you probably 

know and it looks like we may even live to see them on a 

real Town web site which is in the works.

It’s again that Holiday time of year when in addition to 

saying Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah and Happy 

New Year we say thanks to all of our elected and appoint-

ed Town offi cials, committee persons and volunteers and 

to our intrepid Road Crew all of whom keep the wheels 

turning in one way or another. And overdue thanks this 

year to the Lancasters and the Barnard Bulletin who for 

years has given us this our very own forum for news, 

commentary and opinion.

We wish everyone a safe and happy Holiday.

CHANGES TO THE BULLETIN
A Letter from the Editor

It has been more than twenty eight years since my mother, 

Virginia, printed the fi rst copy of the Barnard Bulletin in 

April of 1986.  Intended to keep the voters in the town in-

formed about the important local issues, the Bulletin was 

delivered free to the voting residents of the town and al-

lowed local businesses and trades people to advertize for 

a nominal fee.

Up until now I have continued the tradition of mailing the 

Bulletin at no charge to Barnard legal residents.  How-

ever, the expense of publishing the Bulletin has steadily 

increased and recently my income has decreased.  The 

Bulletin is facing a cash crunch, and in order to continue 

publishing, I am asking the readers of the printed, mailed, 

version to pay a subscription fee.

The out-of-pocket costs listed below are primarily in-

curred in printing and mailing the paper version of the 

Bulletin.  These costs do not include, running and main-

taining the computer hardware and software, the layout 

or production time, and do not include any compensation 

for the time spent be me, or any of the other dedicated 

contributors, in writing the articles printed each month.

The yearly subscription fee is based on the 2014 break-

down below:

Net Publishing Cost $2,778.28

Subscription/Ad Income $1,370.00

Out-Of-Pocket Expense $1,408.28

Number of Subscribers 360

Net Per Subscriber Cost $3.91

On the inside of the last page is an invoice for those that 

wish a paper copy. The invoice also offers other deliv-

ery  options.  If you choose the paper subscription option, 

please submit your payment by January 15, 2015.

I have enjoyed publishing the Bulletin these many years 

and with your help I hope to continue for years to come.

Sincerely, Richard Lancaster

Please note that this PDF version of the Bulletin is 

available at no charge at BarnardBulletin.info and that 

the invoice is not included in this PDF version.

Happy New Year!
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SNOWMOBILE CLUB NEWS

VAST trails are offi cially open but the mid December 

weather here in Barnard, as in many other parts of the 

state, has not been kind to the trail system. Our fi rst pass 

out with the power unit was painfully slow with downed 

trees and limbs, many other trees hanging in the trail 

due to the weight of the ice and snow, and a tremendous 

amount of small brush bending down into the trail also 

due to ice and snow weight. We are working continually 

to clear the trails but again due to the amount of issues, 

progress is slow. We hope to have the trails rideable by 

December 22nd and ask any riders in the meantime to 

carry some sort of a cutting tool and to take some extra 

time to help remove obstacles as they are encountered, 

particularly the low hanging brush in the trail. We have a 

great base of close to two feet at this time and the snow is 

pack-able so once we get the drag going trail conditions 

should be excellent.

The club will host its annual Poker Ride on Sunday Janu-

ary 25th, trail conditions permitting.  Starts will begin at 

the Barnard Town Hall at 9:00AM until 10:30AM and 

there will be ample snowmobile trailer parking at the Bar-

nard Town Hall.  The posted trail ride will be approxi-

mately 45 miles on the Barnard trail system.  Coffee and 

pastry will be available at the start and a hot lunch will 

be available at the town hall fi nish.  Price is $10.00/hand 

and $1.00 for each additional card.  This is a great family 

event and all riders are encouraged to attend.  Questions 

regarding trail conditions can be directed to Stan Butler 

at 234-9223 or Rob Tracy at 234-9785 or visit www.bar-

nardmountainviewers.com.

Regular season TMAs can be purchased at Mills Hard-

ware and Locust Creek Outfi tters in Bethel, or on our 

website. Please respect the rights of our landowners, and 

safe riding out there.

Happy Hollidays!

 Brian Beaty
 Certifi ed Arborist/Certifi ed Horticulturalist

 Trees, Turf, and Horticulture for Northern Landscapes

• Landscape Design and Construction

• Tree Care and Maintenance

Barnard, Vermont (802) 234-6355

ECFIBER NEWS

ECFiber was not immune to the effects of the recent win-

ter storm, but the fi ber optic network suffered only one 

major cable break that effected eight customers on Bow-

man Road.  Nineteen drop lines that went from the main 

pass cable to the residence were brought down by the 

storm.  As of December 16th only three ECF customers 

were still not reconnected to the network. 

The main service interruptions were caused by the failure 

of several generators to come on line properly and power 

the various hubs collocated in various municipal or public 

buildings, and the loss of connection to internet links that 

connect ECFiber to the rest of the world.  ECFiber will 

be working on procedures to better maintain the backup 

generators, and will be working on interconnecting the 

hubs to allow for connections that will bypass a failed part 

of the network.

Although ECF had hoped to reach 1,000 customers by the 

end of the year, that target will have to wait until 2015.   It 

appears that 950 customers will be online by the end of 

the year.

If you would like to invest in ECF, please visit ECFiber.

net and click on the Invest tab near the top of the page. 
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802-457-9000

SUPPORT THE BARNARD EDUCATION FUND
It does Wonders for Your Children!

P O Box 297, Barnard  VT  05031

Monies Raised in Barnard, Stay in Barnard

Jim Webster

(802) 234-5111
President

Tyler Webster

(802) 234-6964
Vice President

P.O. Box 886

Barnard, VT 05031-0886

Fax: (802) 234-9310

Email:

JBWebsterConst@yahoo.com

Reliable  ♦  Free Estimates

JB Webster
Construction,

Inc.

EXCAVATION

Site Work ♦ Driveways

Septic ♦ Land Clearing

Trucking

Slabs & Frost Walls

PROPERTY

MAINTENANCE

Landscaping

Lawn Care

Field Mowing 

Snow Plowing

Brush Cutting ♦ Chipping

Fall & Spring Cleanup

LOGGING & FIREWOOD

BARNARD VOL. FIRE DEPARTMENT 

CELEBRATES MID WINTER BLAST

The fi re department will be celebrating its 13th annual 

Mid Winter Blast on Saturday January 17th at the Bar-

nard Town Hall.  Doors open at 5:30PM and a delicious 

spaghetti dinner will be served from 6-8PM. Adult tickets 

are $12 and children under 12 are $6.  Tickets can be pur-

chased by calling Jack Dibble at 234-9284 or by visiting 

Locust Creek Outfi tters and Mills Hardware in Bethel.  

Tickets can also be purchased from any member of the 

fi re department.  

Thanks to all for supporting your fi re department.

LOCAL CRYPTOGRAM

A cryptogram is a code in which one letter is substituted 

for another.  For example, the word “Church” could be 

written BWMSBW.  The letter B would be the letter C 

and would be throughout the entire message.  In this 

message C = E  The solution is found by trial and error.

“A K C   M W I N   J M   D Q J W V   U C O Q   P C C L.

G Q   K I S M C   J M   M K C D A C O C P   B O I G

A K C   F D T M A.

J   K C T O   C T R K   G S B B D C P   M A C L

I S A M J P C,   J   K C T O   C T R K   U I J R C   V I

L T M A.

F S A   J ‘ D D   W I A   U C W A S O C   J W   A K C

P O J B A,   I S A   I B   A K J M   F O J V K A

M C R S O J A Q,

A J D D   C W I S V K   B I I A M A C L M   R I G C

T W P   V I,   A I   G T H C   T   L T A K   B I O   G C.“ 

 - T V W C M   D C C

The answer to the CRYPTOGRAM can be found on the 

inside of the back page.

lisa@cbredpath.com
802.295.1380 Direct
www.lisabaldwin.com

802.295.1160 | Quechee, VT Office

MBA, ABR, Licensed in VT, NH & NJ

Realtor®
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PERMS • COLORS • CUTS

FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY

MANICURES • FACIALS • WAXING
Open: Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, 2pm - 8pm

(Located on the Stage Road - South side of Silver Lake)

Barnard, Vermont   234-5298

BEAUTY SALONCamelot

EAST BARNARD HONORS LOVED ONES

WITH 89 BALLS AND 35 QUILT BLOCKS
by Virginia Glass Schlabach

After days of heavy snowfalls and power outages, the 

East Barnard community gathered on the Hall porch on 

December 14 to light the memory tree and hang balls hon-

oring loved ones who died. As Marilyn Syme read the 

names and handed out the balls, friends and family mem-

bers decorated the tree with 89 silver and gold balls, each 

bearing the name of a beloved person. Afterwards, people 

warmed up with hot cider and cookies. Our thanks to John 

Leavitt and Marilyn Syme for organizing this meaningful 

holiday ritual, to Marilyn for writing all the names and 

providing the refreshments, and to everyone who made 

donations to the Community Club for the balls.

Our next community event is the Christmas Eve service 

at the East Barnard Church, which begins at 5:30, fol-

lowed by a bonfi re and warm cider. “Home church” -  a 

monthly opportunity to share fellowship together during 

the winter - will resume in January. Please contact Heath-

er Leavitt at 763-8780 if you are interested in hosting in 

early 2015. The fi rst Community Club activity of the new 

year is a card party at Randy and Heather Leavitt’s house 

on Wednesday, January 14, at 7:00.

Friends and family of Polly Leavitt have created a quilt 

in her memory for the Barnard Academy BEES annual 

raffl e. As Polly had made the school’s raffl e quilts in re-

cent years, it seemed only fi tting to honor her community 

service with a memorial quilt. The quilt is made up of 35 

sampler blocks, each containing a bit of bee-theme blue 

fabric somewhere in the design. The blocks are linked by 

yellow strips and small blocks and borders of a blue bee 

fabric. The top of the unfi nished quilt was displayed at 

the school during the “Really Rosie” performance, with 

the promise that the quilt will be completed in January. 

Charlotte Croft and Virginia Schlabach are coordinating 

the project, which was inspired by Polly’s granddaughter 

Heidi Vogt. Raffl e tickets ($1 each or 6 for $5) are avail-

able from the Barnard BEES.

When you come through East Barnard, do stop at the Hall 

to see the memory tree on the porch. The list of names 

and donors is posted beside the doorway and also on the 

community bulletin board near the road. You’ll fi nd Polly 

Leavitt’s name on the tree nine times!

All ages join in hanging memorial balls on the East Barnard 

Christmas Memory Tree.

Each piece made by 

hand in Barnard, VT

Host a jewelry 
party for the 

holidays. 
Custom & Closeouts

802.392.4627

shulamitjewelry.com
www.barnardinn.com

Foliliage Hours: Monday - SaSatuturday 5-9-9-9pmpmpmHours: Monday - SaSatuturdrday 5 5-9-9-9pmpmpm
Walk-Ins Welcome  - 23234-9961

ChChececk k k ththe e e wewewebsititite e e fofofor r r spspspecececiaiaial l l hohohoururs.s. TIM RHOADES JAKE RHOADES

RHOADES
PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.

Complete Plumbing, Heating & Water Systems

INSTALLATION & SERVICE

(802) 234-5082 P.O. Box 201

Master Lic. VT & NH Barnard, VT 05031
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THOMPSON CENTER NEWS
Submitted by Pam Butler

Thank you to all the volunteers, bakers, and shoppers for 

making our December Holiday Bazaar and Cookie Walk 

a success, in spite of the weather. 

In addition to our new winter class schedule that begins 

in January, we are hosting two very important programs 

in this fi rst month of the year. On January 7, The Vermont 

Humanities Council will present a lecture about Anne 

Frank’s neighbors in the occupied Netherlands during 

World War 11, and the choices they faced. A busy month 

unfolds with a winter tea at Woodstock’s Jackson House 

Inn, and the start of our winter classes. At month’s end, a 

discussion on Parkinson’s disease will be presented by the 

DHMC Parkinson’s Center coordinator, Diane Church. 

All of The Thompson Center programs are open to adults 

of all ages. Please join us in this new season, and read on 

for more details of what’s to come.

Anne Frank’s Neighbors ~ What Did They Do? A Ver-

mont Humanities Council Event hosted by The Thomp-

son Center, Wednesday, January 7, 1pm. Although Anne 

Frank’s Diary is the most widely read nonfi ction book in 

the world after the Bible, little attention has been paid to 

her neighbors ~ the people who lived alongside the Jew-

ish population as persecution intensifi ed. Mary Fillmore 

examines the choices they faced and the decisions they 

made in the face of those choices. Why did some people 

ignore the situation, while others felt compelled to resist? 

What can we learn from them as we face the humanitarian 

crises of our own time?

A Question and Answer Discussion on Parkinson’s Dis-

ease: Presented by Diane Church, PhD, Coordinator, 

Parkinson’s Center at DHMC, Wednesday, January 28, 

2015, 1pm. Parkinson’s symptoms, progression and re-

sponses to treatment vary from person to person to such 

an extent that some have called Parkinson’s a “designer 

disease”. Do you have questions about Parkinson’s? Join 

this question-and-answer session to learn more about this 

chronic illness and the resources available through the 

Parkinson’s Center.

New Winter Classes at The Thompson: Please call Pam 

Butler for class descriptions, cost, and registration.

Strength and Fitness Class: Ongoing on Mondays, Tues-

days, & Thursdays, 9-10am.

Bone Builders: Tuesdays & Thursdays, beginning Janu-

ary 13th, 3-4pm.

New Tai Chi for Fall Prevention: Wednesdays, January 

7-February 4, 10-11am.

Artists of Woodstock: Fridays, January 9-February 20 (no 

class February 6) 10am-12pm. Students in this ongoing 

series will work with a variety of media. All prior experi-

ence is welcome. 

New Computer Class ~ Using E-mail securely and with 

Confi dence: Fridays, January 9-30, 1:30-2:30pm.

Holistic Health ~ Part One; Skills for Physical, Mental 

and Emotional Wellbeing: Mondays, January 12-Febru-

ary 23 (no class on 1/19 and 2/16), 5-7pm. *This class 

is offered at The Thompson Center through collaboration 

with The Learning Lab. To register email tllwoodstock@

gmail.com

Two Workshops on Touch Skills for Caregivers ~ Relax-

ing the Head, Neck and Shoulders: Monday, January 12, 

1-2:30pm, and Relaxing Through the Feet: Monday, Jan-

uary 26, 1-2:30pm. 

Beginning Italian Class: Thursdays, January 15-March 12 

(no class on February 5), 1:15-2:45pm

Genealogy Class~A Family History Valentine: Mondays, 

February 9-March 9, (no class on February 16) 1-2:30pm.

For a complete list of all programs, classes, and events, 

please visit www.thompsonseniorcenter.org. or sign up 

for the  e-newsletter by emailing jbloch@thompsonse-

niorcenter.org.

We are currently in need of a Meals On Wheels volun-

teer driver for either Mondays or Wednesdays. Please call 

Outreach Manager, Paula Audsley for more information 

at 457-3277.
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NEWS FROM HELPING HANDS

I think it is safe to say that we will have a white Christ-

mas.  The heavy snow was beautiful, but damaging, as it 

knocked out the power for many Barnard residents. Hope-

fully the power will stay on and mixed precipitation will 

be a thing of the past. And soon we will see snowmobiles, 

ice fi shermen and skiers out enjoying the frozen, snowy 

surface of Silver Lake.

Many thanks to those of you who picked an ornament off 

of our wishing tree at the BGS and became a secret Santa. 

Your presents, along with a festive food basket, have been 

carefully delivered to the children’s homes and are sit-

ting under their Christmas tree waiting for the big day. We 

also have delivered festive holiday food baskets to twelve 

other families or individuals.  We hope that these deliver-

ies will make their holiday season a little brighter.

Again, we would like to thank those of you who have so 

generously contributed to our annual fund raising cam-

paign. It is nice to know that we have ample funds to meet 

the needs of our community members in the coming year.

Please help us keep our food shelf collection box at the 

BGS fi lled to overfl owing this season. There are many in 

our community who depend on both the Woodstock and 

Bethel Food Shelves to supplement their food needs. Here 

is a list of items that are always needed: pasta and pasta 

sauce, hot and cold cereal, canned tuna, canned soups and 

stews, canned and packaged meals, peanut butter, jam and 

jelly, coffee and tea, mayo and ketchup and personal care 

items such as shampoo, toothpaste and toilet paper. You 

can also add holiday food items. Thank you for support-

ing the food shelves!

The Helping Hands board hopes all of you will have a 

wonderful holiday season!

Please don’t hesitate to contact us if you or someone you 

know could use a helping hand. We have people ready 

and willing to help. If the job is too big for us to handle, 

we can refer you to other available resources.

Heidi White – 234-6965 -heidi@hwfreelancecopywriter.

com,  Linda Beaumariage – 234-5624 letvt@mac.com, 

Louie Ahlen – 457-2621 lahlen8920@aol.com, 

Mary Blanton – 234-5541 marywbvt@gmail.com, Patty 

Hasson – 457-3886, patty.hasson@wildapple.com, Deb 

Rice – 234-5349 - debarice@gmail.com, 

Jo Oliver-Yeager - 234-6448 – jooliveryeager@gmail.

com, Joann Ference – 234-9324, 

 vtscapeartist@gmail.com,  Leah Crowley, leahgocrow-

ley@gmail.com

Vermont 

Generator Systems
Sales • Service • Installations

Kohler Generators

8 Christian St. • Hartford, Vermont 05031
e-mail: davidcarr555@gmail.com

website: www.vermontgenerator.com

David Carr
802-698-8125

Toll Free :  866-372-7525
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CRYPTOGRAM ANSWER
“The snow is lying very deep.  My house is sheltered 

from the blast.

I hear each muffl ed step outside, I hear each voice go 

past.

But I’ll not venture in the drift, out of this bright se-

curity,

Till enough footsteps come and go to make a path for 

me.”

-   Agnes Lee

LOCALLY RAISED

100% GRASS-FED & GRASS-FINISHED

CERTIFIED ORGANIC BEEF

Joe LaDouceur • Barnard, Vermont

802-763-7454 • ladouceurlj@aol.com

VACUUMS
ELECTROLUX - Sales & Service

Bob Haynes   l 234-9523

Canisters  l Uprights  l Floor  Pros

Shampooers  l Bags & Parts

ARTICLES, STORIES WANTED

If you have an article or a story that you think would in-

terest the readers of the Barnard Bulletin, please consider 

submitting them for publication.  This is your community 

newsletter and it is sometimes diffi cult to fi ll the pages.  

Please consider writing something for the Bulletin.

FIBER ARTS BARNARD (FAB) - 2nd and 4th Wednes-

days in the Barnard library community room, 3:30-5:30.  

Contact Janet Andersen, 234-5251, hywynds@aol.com, or 

Jenney Silva, 457-9000,  hsilva86@yahoo.com.  

THE BARNARD ACADEMY SCHOOL BOARD meets 

at 8:30 am at the school on the fi rst Tuesday of each month.

THE PLANNING COMMISSION meets at 7:00pm in the 

Town Clerk’s offi ce on the following dates. 2013: June 3; 

August 5; October 7; November 4; December 2.  2014: 

January 6; February 3; March 10.

BARNARD LISTERS listers@barnardvt.us, 234-9576.  

Offi ce hours, except holidays, Wednesday 9:00am - 

11:00am, by appointment, or anytime we are in the offi ce.

BARNARD ZONING ADMINISTRATOR’S offi ce hours 

are Mondays, 9:00am - 12:00 noon.

BARNARD CONSERVATION COMMISSION meets 

the second Monday of the month, 7:00 PM, Town Hall.

TOWN CLERK  offi ce hours  are Monday, Tuesday & 

Wednesday, 8:00am - 3:30pm,

THE DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD meets the 

third Thursday of the month at 7:00pm at the Barnard 

Town Hall as necessary.

SELECTMEN  meet the second and forth Wednesday of 

the month at 7:00PM at the Town Clerk’s offi ce.

THE BARNARD BULLETIN, Box 161, Barnard VT  

05031-0161, info@barnardbulletin.info, is published the 

20th of  each month and is sent to the legal residents of Bar-

nard.  Subscriptions are $10.00 a year.  Tel. 802/457-1792.

RECYCLING HOURS: Saturdays, 8:00am to 4:00pm.

BEES MEETINGS First Tuesday of each month allow-

ing for school vacations, 6:00pm - 7:30pm, at the school 

library.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY meets the fourth Tuesday of the 

month.  Call 457-3020 for location.

THE ENERGY COMMITTEE meets on the 4th Tuesday 

of each month at 7:00pm at the Barnard Town Offi ces.

DANFORTH LIBRARY is open Saturdays 10:00 to noon, 

Wednesday evenings from 6:00 - 8:00.  The Book Club 

meets the fi rst Wednesday at 7:00pm. The Library Trustees 

meet on the second Wednesday of each month in the Dan-

forth Library book room at 6:30pm.  Winter hours, starting 

Nov. 1st, are  Sat. 10:00 - 12:00am & Wed. 3:00 - 5:00pm.

SILVER LAKE CHAPEL will  be holding Sunday worship 

services on Sunday evenings at 6:00pm.  Please contact 

Marty Bascom at 802-728-5764 for more information.

YOGA CLASSES offered at Danforth Library, Mondays 

9:00 am - 10:30 am and 6:15pm -7:45pm with Amanda 

Anderson.  Classes are by donation; for more info, contact 

theonlymissamanda@yahoo.com.

EDITOR’ NOTE

Because the change in the Bulletin subscription policies pertain only to the hardcopy/mailed version of the Bul-

letin, that portion of the print copy has not been included here.

For the most part it only costs me time to assemble and publish this PDF version, and therefore, I am hoping that 

I can continue to make this PDF version of the Bulletin available to the residents of Barnard at no cost.


